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This is to fertify that the impression of " Ssvinam tkt Woman- 
Haier," has bsat rigidly limited to Sixiy-iivo Copies — fify dittri- 
bt^ed as above, and twelve Editor's copies. This is .Va ,.i„., 
Prco/-!^eets and waste pages have ieea destroyed, ^.-y 



INTRODUCTION. 



I HAVE utterly failed at the British Museum^ Bodleian 
and other great public and private Libraries, to get a 
sight of the following work — whose title-page I take from 
Mr. W. C. Hazlitt*s Handbook, s. n. : 

" The Schoole of the Noble and Worthy Science of De- 
fence. Being the firft of any Englifli-mans inuention, 
which profefTed the fayd Science; So plainly de- 
fcribed, that any man may quickly come to the true 
knowledge of their weapons, with fmall paines and 
little practife. Then reade it aduifedly, and vfe the 
benefit thereof when occafion fhal feme, fo (halt thou 
be a good Common-wealth man, Hue happy to thy 
felfe and comfortable to thy friend. Alfo many 
other good and profitable Recepts and Counfels for 
the managing of Quarrels and ordering thy felfe in 
many other matters. Written by Jofeph Swetnam. 
London Printed by Nicholas Okes. 1617." 4to, 115 
leaves, of which the last is occupied by the printer's 
monogram. 

The existence of this work on ' the Noble and Worthy 
Science of Defence ' or ' Fencing/ by Joseph Swetnam, 
explains several scenes and girds in Swetnam tfte Woman- 
hater A rraigfied by Women — now for tfu first time repro- 
duced — and while satisfying us that 'Swetrxasa* was no pseu- 
donym or semi-anonym, as \i ^ Sweet 'iHzxi^ to which the 
' Efter Souerrasin * of one of the answers to him would have 
corresponded, but a real ' live ' personality, makes us the 



vi Intr^diuHon. 

tiore regret that a professiooal book ttiat most likely sloul^ 
yield personal detsiils has somehow gone out of merfs 
knowledge, beyond the record of its title-page« As ' Brls- 

tow* is named in ' Swetnam Arraigned/ as the place 

of his • Fencing School/ he was in all likelihood settled in 
Bristol; and I respectfully commend inquiry after him 
to local antiquaries in the bmous city. 

The book by Joseph Swetnau that led to the contro- 
versy — oflfensive and defensive — on Woman, of which our 
present reproduction was the most noticeable out-come, is 
among the rarities of Bibliographers ; but an exemplar is 
in the British Museum, and at least other three of the ori- 
ginal edition are known. Besides, there were several after- 
editions on to the period of the Commonwealth, and trans- 
lations into Dutch even later (also in the British Museum).* 
It was also reprinted in a limited impression in 1807, by 
Smeeton, along with the 'Answer' to it already noticed. 
The title-page is given opposite ; and I am glad to be en- 
abled by my gifted artist-friendi the Rev. J. W. Ebsworth, 
M.A, of Molash, to introduce a facsimile of the woodcut 
therein^ shewing a ' grand lady * of the period. 



* The first edition was published in 1615 (in the Bt>dUliLH) \ then snccessively 
1619, 1628, 1699, 1703, 1707, I738--the last four with a wretched * Part 2d' 
The first Dutch translation is dated 164.I. It has a namber of prefiinctory 
Dutch poems, &c, prefixed, not worth a moment's coiuitleratinn writes me 
Mr. E. W. Gosse. The translator is a divine named William Christacns, as 
incidentally appears in one of the vx>em3. 



THE 

ARAIGNMENT 

Of Lewde, idle, froward, and vncon- 

stant women : Or the vanitie of them, 
choofe you whether. 

With a Commendacion of wife, vertuovs and 

honcft Women. 

Pleasant for married Men, profitable for 

young Men, and huitfiill 

to none. 



LONDON 

Printed by Edw: Aide for Tltomas Arcker, and are to be folde at his (hop 

in Popes-head Pallace neere the Royall Exchange. 

1615. 



"■ 'I' fnlroditdtCJi. 

As .1 c..ni]-,-.ninn to ili^ above. Mr. tb^uT.rth haf for- 
\\;ii-i!c(l iiK ;tn..llRr ivootlcut. It !■; foLind in the h'.cr 
fditi.jiis of Uic ' Arrai;;nnicnt.' Botli occur a!=o frequi:nt;y 
JJi v;irii,ii.s coiitLmjior^irv Loo!;s and br^'adiidcs. Here is 
tiii^ntiiu-pm-tiaitofa ■r:iiR-lady.' 



Ih ■ At i.ii;;iiiiiciH "of Woman Ijy J1.1SECII SwKTNAM is 111 
y w.iy ;i smry pnuhiclioii. Spili; of the promist; of the 
\>.\\\v of "A Comnieiidacioii of wife, vertuous and 
II WuiiicM," it is a mendacious attack on Woman qua 
1.1 II. \\ it lii.ml a .■^|>ark of ivit, or salt of pungency. Some- 
ll..' Iiii;;ht, pmv. noble Women of CilAL'fllR and 
.MK .Hill .SjjAkKsi'llAUL were (temporarily) forgotten, 
j| I. line to be tile foolish ys malignant moik indis- 
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criminately to traduce the female sex. NICHOLAS BRETON 
and other like-minded contemporaries indeed stood on the 

* defensive ' for Woman ; but the rage or craze was to hold 
up Woman to insult and ridicule. The literature of the 
strife has not received that critical and thoughtful examina- 
tion that it ought to have received long since. Speaking 
broadly, it may be affirmed that the man who has low 
thoughts of woman qua woman proves himself to be low ; 
and equally so the woman who has low thoughts of man 
qua man. Whoever recognizes the sanctity of the ' body * 
as being of that * flesh * assumed by Jesus Christ, and still 
'worn' by Him on the Throne of the Universe, and the 
grandeur of possibilities and destiny for the human 'soul/ 
must account it treasonous, to utter aught s^ainst this human 
nature of ours. This being so, it is just what we might ex- 
pect to find the books against Woman, whether earlier or 
later, to be the productions of (self-evidently) mean, degraded, 
and impure Writers. It is alloivable to touch (if finely and 
lightly done) on the weaknesses and frivolities and (perhaps) 
volubilities of the 'weaker Sex,' and only right that the 
individual bad woman should be portrayed fearlessly and in 
integrity ; but it is an outrage and an offence for any man 
to ' rail ' and accuse so splendid a piece of God Almighty's 
workmanship as Woman, whether child ('thing cX beauty')^ 
maiden (* thing of joy '), ' sweet-heart ' (' all thoughts, all 
passions, all delights*), wife, mother, sister. Woman is to 
be reverenced, loved, and transfigured with celestial radi- 
ance. 

Wretched thing as Swetnam's "Arraignment" is, it is 
deemed expedient to quote a few representative portions 
from it First of all comes the double ' Epistle to the 
Reader* wherein are phrases and words that recur in 

* Siveinam the Woman hater arraigned' 

B 
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::.^s. \.-r t.:c M^:::vr wj;: ^. ::...: :\:;:. i. ::...■: .:.: I \.v^ ^t^^r in tlie 
Ow-j'^ I'V.t th.ii llic V. .:s i>.crc :":.": !:.::"/:".• : Ip.v'.l.Jc I \\\\\\i QO\\\ci\<: 
I Iw.ic b-jcnc a Tr.-.ii.I\T t/.:^ :!:"r:y .;y>l l»'v!j \.;.rc<. r.nd many 
tr.u:.':!!Lrs \\\w in J;.\! lir^o of v. ,:;u:\ :';o -..:i^v": is. kT il:.U tlieir 
alTcciions aro fo i'^\\ronc(.I ^n;;!i :!:c h.'.ir.or.s cv.".l!> of Nnconflant 
wonicn winch ihcy h.ipp^r. tj Iv^ ai'^':air.:c\l w::;i in t>.eir trauails : 
for it uoth {o cloy tlicir ll'.^ir.acks tliat ti'.ey cei^.fiirc hardly of 
women cucr ai'tcrw.^rdos : uro:^^cd men wi'.l not be ton.:uetvcd : 
Therefore if you doc ill you mufl not tirinke to heare well, for 
ahhor.i^h the world be bad., yet it is not come to th.al paffe that 
men fliould bearo with all the bad conditions tliat is in fomc wo- 
men. 

" I know I fliall be bitten bv manv bccaufe I touch manv, but be- 
fore I goo any further let me whifper owe worde in your eares, and 
that is this, wliatfoeuer you thinke lu-iuatelv I with vou to conccale 
it with filence, leall in darting vp to funle fault you proue your 
felues guilty of thcfe monllrous accufations which are hecre follow- 
ing againfl fomc women : and thofe which fpurno if they feelc 
themfelues touched, proue thcmfelves flarke fooles in bewraying 
Iheir galled backs to the world, for this booke toucheth no fort of 
women, but fuch as when they heare it will goe about to reproue 
it, for although in fome i>art of this Eook I trij)p at your heeles, 
yet I will flay you l)y the hand fo that you fliall n(3t fall further 
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then you are willing, akhougk I deale ivith you after the manner 
of a flirowe which canoot otherwife eafe her curil heart but by her 
vnhappy tongue : If I be too earned bear with me a little, for my 
meaning is not to fpeake much of thofe that are good, and I Aall 
fpeake too little of thofe that are naught, but yet I will not al- 
together condemne the bad, but hoping to better the good by the 
naughty examples of the badd ; for there is no woman fo good but 
hath one idle part or other in her which may bee amended, for the 
clearefl Riuer that is hath fome durt in the bottome : lewels are 
all precious but yet they are not all of one price, nor all of one 
vertue : gold is not all of one pidlure, no more are women all of 
one difpoiltion : women are all neceffary euills and yet not all 
giuen to wickednelTe, and yet many fo bad, that in my conceit if I 
(hould fpeake the worfl that I know by fome women, I fliould 
make their eares glowe that heare me, and my tongue would 
blifler to report it ; but it is a great difcredit for a man to be ac- 
counted for a fcolde, for fcolding is the manner of Shrowes; there- 
fore 1 had rather anfwer them with filence which finde fault, then 
llriue to win the Cucking-ftoole fro them. Now me thinks I heare 
fome curious Dames giue their rafli iudgements and fay, that I 
hauing no witt, defcant vpon women which haue more wit then 
men / to anfwer you againe, If I belie you iudge me vnkinde, but 
if I fpeake the trueth I (hall be the better beleeued another time : 
and if I had wrote neuer fo well it is ynpoHible to pleafe all, & if 
neuer fo ill yet I (hall pleafe fome. Let it be well or ill I look for 
no praife for my labour, I am weined from my mothers teat, and 
therefore never more to be fed with her papp, wherefore fay what 
you will for I will follow my owne vaine in vnfolding eucry pleat, 
and (hewing cuery wrinkle of a woman's difpofition, and yet I will 
not wade fo farre ouer the (hooes but that I may retume dry, nor 
fo farr in but that I may eafily efcape out, and yet for all that I 
mud confe(re my felfe to be in a fault, and that I haue offended 
you beyond fatisfadlion, for it is hard to giue a fufficient recom- 
pence for a (launder, and yet hereafter if by no meanes I cannot 
obtaine your fauour to be one of your Pulpet men, yet you cannot 
deny me to be one of your Pari(h, & therefore if you pleafe but to 
place me in the body of the Church hereafter, you (haU finde my 
deuotion fo great towardes you, as hee that kneeleth at the chan- 
cell doore : for I wrote this book with my hand, but not with my 
heart. 
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choc/c r.-tl;cr to Lc;re a :".-:::■::, t^i^n I i:r::e Lv the lhj;cct : vou 
m',y j-crcc'uc t:.e \\!:".(:e :< c::^T-L:e: into aiicther c.-re. and that 1 
Lcjir. to Le fcj-Lckc ar.'l vet r.ct i all h:tl!e a ir.:!e on the iVilte wa- 
tcr, ar.-i that r.:v mo'::h h:i:h v::cred t'r.at in mv lurv, v/h.icli mv 
h-art r.cuer thou_!:t, a::-.! th-jr-jforc / cor.fcffe that my tongue hath 
gone beyond my v>;ttcs. for / dee fjmiife that tlie fauce which / 
have made i.-? too lharpe for your dyct, and t::e tlowers N\h:ch / 
hive L'athcTcd arc too llronj for vor.r r..ils : Tnt if /had brcucrht 
litthj DoL."jes from Iil.iriJ or t'me i:Li:Vcs from ]'oii:e, then I am 
fure that you would either hane ^^:c,:^'A me to have them, or v/iihed 
to fee them. Lut I will heere conclude this firfl Ei^iflle, praying 
you V. ith patience to hcare the r^lL for if I offend you at the firil, 
I will make you amends at the laR, and fo I leaue vou to him, 
whofe feate is in lieauen and wliofe foot-floole is the Ilarth. 

*']'<: ::rs in iiic ti-jy of Hc:::f:y, 

Thomas Tel-troth." 

^^ Read it if you picafc and like as yen lifl, Tidthcr to ihc li'iffl 
C/ar/:c\ nor yd to ilu fat Ik f. I\ clt\ litt in/o tJ-.e ordi- 
nary fort of i^iiidy /jia,ird youri^-nion Ijl'nd 

t/us i^rct'uNL^, 

^*'\/F thou mean to foe the Tear-bavting of vrome, then trudije 
i to this beare garden apace and get in belim.es, aiid viewe 
euery roor.ie where th.ou maill bell f.t, for thy owne picafure, 
prohtc, and hearte's cafe, and beare with my rudenefie if I chance 
to offend thee : Lut before I doe open this liuncke full of tor- 
ments againa women, I dnnkc it were not amiffc to rcfcmble 
thofe which in olde time did facrifices to Hcrcnhs, for they vfed 
continually firft to \\\\\\) all their Dogges out of their Citly/and 1 
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thinke it were not araiffe to driue all the women out of my hear- 
ing, for doubt lead this little fparke kindle into fuch a flame, and 
raife fo many dinging Hornets humming about my eares, that all 
the witt I haue will not quench the one nor quiet the other : for / 
feare me that I haue fct downe m,ore then they will like of, and yet 
a great dcale Icfie then they deferue, and for better procfe I referr 
my felfe to the iudgement of men, which haue more experience 
then my felfe, for / efteeme little of the mallice of women, for 
men will be perfwaded with reafon, but women mufl be anfwe- 
rcd with filence, for / know women will barke more at me, then 
Cerberus the two headed Dog did at Hercules when he came into 
Hell to fetch out the faire Proferpina^ and yet / charge them 
now but v.-ith a bul-rudi in refpect of a fccond booke which is 
almoft ready : I doe now but fret them with a falfe fire, but my 
next charge shall be with weapons, and my larum with powder 
and shot, for then we will goe upon thefe venemous Addars, 
Serpents and Snakes, and tread and trample them vnder our feet, 
for / haue known many men flung with fome of thefe Scorpions, 
and therefore / wame all men to beware the Scorpion ; / knowe 
women will bite the lippe at me and cenfurc hardly of me, but / 
feare not the cudl Cowe for fhee commonly hath (hort homes ; 
let them cenfure of me what they will, for / meane not to make 
them my Judges ; and if they flioote their fpite at me, they may hit 
themfelues, and fo / will fmile at them as at the foolifh fiye which 
bumeth herfelfe in the candle ; And fo, friend Reader, if thou hafl 
any difcrction at all, thou maiefl take a happy example by thefe 
mod lafciuious and crady, whoorilh, theeuidi, and knauiih wo- 
men, which were the caufe of this my idle time fpending ; and yet 
/ haue no warrant to make thee beleeue this which / write to be 
true, but yet the fimple Bee gathereth honey where the venemous 
Spider dcth her poyfon ; And fo /will hinder thee no longer from 
that which enfueth, but heer / will conclude lead thcu had caufe 
to fey, that my Epidles are longer then my booke: a Booke /hope 
/may call it without any offence, for the CoUyer calls his horfc a 
Horfe, and the King's great Steed is but a Horfe. 

" If thou Read but the beginning of a booke thou cand giue no 
iudgement of that which enfueth ; Therefore / fay as the Frier, 
who in the midd of his Sermon laid often that the bed was be- 
hinde : And fo if thou read it all ouer thou dialt not be deluded 
for the bed is behinde. / think I haue ihott fo neere the white 
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thai r<;riK' will account me for n good Archer: an*"! lb jjra\:r.^' tl>:e 
to 1 ;.;1.': to tiiv fooiiii^^ ili It thou run not o'jcr tir,' iliooc?. a'.d lb 
L'- jAill rr(.(j'i<jiy before iiiy fjcond bo )kc tcnie. 

Next roincs * Cli.ii^tcr T.,' whicli, tliough intririsically of 
'Ji'bt'sl vabic, hoincr bhiiulcriir^^ and unc^rammaticdl. it is 
11' . (• . ,aiy to furnish, as beings rcllcctcd in our * Play' ac;ain 
and a;;ain: 

"CMAP. I. 

"'I'lils fird (]ha[)tcr flicwcth to what tifcv Women were made, 
it alfo ihowcth that nioll; of them de^c^encrate from the 
vfc tlic.y wore framed vnto, by leading; a protid hific 
and idle life, to the <^reat hinderancc of their poore 
I lusbambs. 

MOfcs dcfcributh a woman thus: At the firfl: beginninc^ 
(failh he) a woman was made to be a helper vnto 
iii.m, and (o tlicy are indcctle, for (he helpeth to fpend & 
(onfnn)!.' ihat which man paincfully i^etteth. He alfo faith 
th.il !h( y were made of tlie ribi)e of a man, and that their 
[lou.iid nature Ihcwcth ; for a ribbe is a croolced thin^ 
jMM»d lor nothin;^ elfe, and women are crooked by nature, 
lor hnail (K'calion will caufe them to be an'Tv. 

•'A'-aiuc, in a ni.'inncr (he was no fooncr made but flrai^dit 
WAY her miudc was fct vpon mifchiefe, for by her afnirin^ 
niindc and wanton will flu: (juickly procured man's fall, and 
th( iridic cucr fmcc they are cH: haue been a woe vnto man, 
and Idllow tiic line of their firft leader. 

•* I' or I prav von let us confider tlie times paft witli the 
time prrfcnt, fird, that o{ JhrriJ and SoloniiUi, if tlicy had 
<»(<a(inM lo many hundredth }'ears ac^oe to exclaime fo 
bit telly af;ainll women, f >r the one of them faid, that it 
was belter to be a doore keeper, and better dwell in a den 
amou^dl Ja'oiis then to be in the houfe with a froward and 
wicked woman : and the otiier fiid, that the climing vp of 
a land)' hill to an a^c;cd man was nothing fo wearifomc as 
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to be troubled with a froward woman : and further he faith; 
that the tnallice of a bead is not like the mallice of a wicked 
woman, nor that there h nothing more dangerous then a 
woman in her fury. 

"The Lyon being bitten with hunger, the Beare being 
fobbed of her young ones, the Viper being trod on, all 
thefe are nothing fo terrible as the fury of a woman. A 
Bucke may be inclbfed in a Parke, a bridle rules a horfe, a 
Woolfe may be tyed, a Tyger may be tamed, but a froward 
woman will never be tan>ed, no fpur will make hir goe, nor 
no bridle will holde hir backe, for if a woman holde an opi- 
nion no man can draw hir from it : tell hir of hir fault fhe 
will not beleeue that fhe is in any fault, give hir good coun- 
fell but fhe will not take it ; if you doe but looke after ano- 
ther woman then fhe will be iealous ; the more thou loueft 
hir the more fhe will difdaine thee, and if thou threaten hir 
then fhe will be angry, flatter her and then fhe wHi be 
proude, and if thou forbeare hir it maketh hir bould, and if 
thou chaflen hir then fhe will turne to a Serpent; at a 
worde a woman will neuer forget an iniury, nor giue thanks 
for a good turne ; what wife man then will exchange golde 
for droffei pleafure for paine, a quiet life for wrangling 
braules, from the which the married men are neuer free, 

^^Salamon faieth that women are like vnto wine, for that 
they will make men drunke with their deuifes. 

" Againe in their loue a woman is compared to a pomming- 
flone, for which way foeuer you turne a pomming flone it 
is full of holes ; euen fo are women's heartes, for if loue 
fleale in at one hole it fleppcth out at another. 

" They are alfo compared vnto a painted fhip, which feem- 
eth faire outwardly & yet nothing but ballace within hir, 
or as the IdoUs in Spaine which are brauely gilt outwardly 
and yet nothing but lead within them, or like vnto the Sea 
which at fometimes is fo calme that a cockbote may fafely 
endure hir might, but anon againe without rage fhe is fo 
grown that it ouerwhelmeth the talleft fhip that is. 
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"A froward woman is compared to the winde, and a (till ; 

w.^rnan viUo the Simnc, for the funne and the winde met a I 

tMvUM'llcr vpon tlic way and they laide a wager, which of 
:*\'U ih<'uM L^ot his cloake from him firft ; then firft the 
\\ \'v' Ik^::".!!! b.>iilrounv to blow, but tlie more tlie winde 
t'lO nvuv the traiicller wrapped and gathered his 
\'\v,;i \\:n\ ; now when the winde h?.d done what he 
•ivi was nv'iier the ncerer, then began the Sunne 
; ^ '.M'.'.o \pv>n liim and he threw off not onely his 
^ •: ./^o !^;- !iat and lerkin, this morall fliewcth that 
'. u :1\ I:": h v.ordes can irct notliincr at tlie handcs 
'■•••J. •^..i.M' by froward meancs, but by gentle 
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netts, and their wordes charmes, and all to bring men to 
ruine. 

" There is an old faying goeth thus, that he which hath a 
faire wife and a white horfe (hall neuer be without troubles, 
for a woman that hath a fair face it is euer matched with a 
cruell heart, and hir heauenly lookes with hellifli thoughtes, 
their modeft countenance with mercileffe mindes, for women 
can both fmooth and footh : they are fo cunning in the art 
of flattery as if they had been bound prentife to the trade, 
they haue Sirens fongs to allure thee, & Xerzjes cunning to 
inchaunt thee, they beare two tongues in one mouth like 
ludas, and two heartes in one breaft like Magus, the one 
full of fmiles and the other full of frownes, and all to deceiue 
the fimple and plaine-meaning men, they can with Satyer 
out of one mouth blow both hot and colde. 

"And what of all this ? why nothing but to tell thee that a 
woman is better loft then found, better furfaken then taken. 
Saint Paul faieth that they which marry doe well, but he 
alfo faith that they which marry not doe better : & he no 
doubt was wel aduifed what he fpake. Then if thou be wife 
keepe thy head out of the halter and take heede before 
thou haue caufe to curfe thy hard pennyworth or wi(h the 
Preift fpeachles which knit the knot 

" The Philofophcrs which liued in the olde time, their opi- 
nions were fo hard of marriage, that they never delighted 
therein, for one of them being asked why he married not ? 
he anfwered, that it was too foone ; and afterwards when 
he was olde, he was asked the fame queftion ; and he faid 
then that it wae too late : and further he faid, that a 
married man hath but two good dayes to be looked for, 
that was tlie manage day and the day of his wife's death, 
for a woman will feede thee with hony and poyfon thee 
with gall. Diogenes was fo dogged that hee abhored all 
women, and Augujlus he wifted that he had liued wifeles 
and dyed childles. 

" On a time one asked Socrates, whether he were better to 

c 
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marriage !<c:^t t!:c:"n n.^t backo. It i> faid o\ one named 
I?^\';:.\\\:s tliat he bari^d three \v:av:s, aad vet neucr wet 
i>nj Iiandkercliief no n^r ihjJ n:<t lo much as one tea re : 
a!>o fV/vIjT he had a Doj which loiicd liim well and when 
that iA'rj- died he wept bitierb*. but he neiier ihcd one tcare 
v.lien his wife d\'ed, wherefore if tiiou nicirricil: without re- 
fl'^jcl but onley for bare loue, then thc.>u wilt afterwards with 
furrow fay that there is more bclon^^cs to huufckcepinL; then 
fowcr bare IclT'l-s in a bed : a man cannot hve with his 
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handes in his bofome, nor buy meat in the market for 
boTiefb'e without money : where there is nothing but bare 
walles, it is a fit houfc to breed beggers into the world : yet 
there are many which thinkc when they are married that 
they may liue by loue, but if wealth be wanting hot loue 
will foon be colde, and your hot defires will be foon 
quenched with the fmoke of pouerty. To what end then 
fliould we live in loue, feeing it is a life more to be feared 
then death, for all thy monie waftes in toyes and is 
fpent in banquetting, and all thy time in fighes and fobbs 
to thinke vpon thy trouble and charge which comonly com- 
meth with a wife, for commonly women are proude without 
profit, and that is a good purgation for thy purfe, & when 
thy purfe is light then will thy heart be heauy. 

*'The pride of a woman is like the dropfie, for as drinke 
increafeth the drouth of the one, euen fo money enlargeth 
the pride of the other : thy purfe muft be always open to 
feed their fancy, and fo thy expences will be great and yet 
perhaps thy gettings fmall, thy houfe muft be ftored with 
coftly ftuffe, and yet perhaps thy Seruantes ftarued for lack 
of meat : thou muft difcharg the Mercer's booke and pay the 
Haberdaflier's man, for hir hat muft continually be of the 
new fafliion, and hir gowne of finer wool! then the fheepe 
beareth any : (he muft likewife haue hir lewel-box furniflied, 
efpecially if ftie be beautifull, for then commonly beauty and 
pride goeth together, and a beautifull woman is for the moft 
part coftly and no good hufwife, and if fhe be a good hufwife 
then no feruant will abide hir feirce cruelty, and if fhe be 
honeft and chafte then commonly fhe is lealious : a Kinge's 
crowne and a faire woman is defired of many. 

" But he that getteth either of them liueth in great troubles 
and hazard of his life : he that getteth a faire woman is like 
vnto a Prifoner loaden with fetters of golde, for thou fhalt 
not fo oft kiffe the fweete lippes of thy beautifull wife, as 
thou (halt be driuen to fetch bitter fighes, from thy forrowfull 
hart in thinking of the charge which commeth by hir, for if 
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flaad highly vppon their fine foote and band, or elfe all 
women are alike : lone is as good as my Lady according to 
the Countrey man's Prouerbe, who gaue a great fumme of 
money to lye with a Lady, and going homewards hee made 
a grieuous mone for his money, and one being on the other 
fide the hedge heard him fay that his lone at home was as 
good as the Lady. But whether this be true or no myfelfe 
I doe not knowe, but you have it as I heard it. 

'*If thou married a woman of euill report, hir difcredit will 
be a fpot in thy browe, thou canft not goe in the ftreet 
with hir without mocks, nor amongft thy neighbours witli- 
out frumps, and comonly the faired women are fooneft 
intifed to yeeld vnto vanity : hee that hath a faire wife and 
a whetftone euery one will be whetting thereon, and a Caftle 
is hard to keepe when it is aflalted by many, and faire 
women are commonly catched at : he that marrieth a faire 
woma euery one will wifli his death to inioy hir, and if thou 
be neuer fo rich, and yet but a Clowne in condition, then 
will thy faire wife haue hir credit to pleafe hir fancy, for a 
Diamond hath not his grace but in goldc, no more hath a 
faire woman hir full commendations but in the ornament of 
hir brauery, by which means there are diuers women whofe 
beauty hath brought their husbandes into great pouerty and 
difcredit by their pride and whoordome : a faire woman 
commonly will goe like a Peacocke, and hir husband mud 
goe like a Woodcocke. 

" That great Giant Pamphimapho who had Beares waiting 
vpon him like Doggcs, and he could make tame any wilde 
bead yet a wanton woman he could neuer rule nor turne to 
his will. 

''Solomon was the wifed Prince that euer was, yet he luded 
after fo many women that they made him quickly forfake 
his God which did alwaies guide his deppes, fo long as he 
lined godly. 

"And was not Dauid the bed beloued of God and a mighty 
Prince, yet for the loue of woman he purchafed the difplca- 
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fure c>f b.is God. Sa^rjon was the ftrorij^cn: man that ever 
WMs. fjr cilery lock of liis head was the ftrcn^i^th of anotiier 
iv.:in. \'ct bv a woniaii he was oucrcorne, he reucaled liis 
ilrcii-tli, aiul pa\'cd his life for tl'.at fully. Did not Itfabcll 
for lior wicked liiil caufe her husband's blood to be criuen to 

" i.'cs wife L^aiie lier husband counfaile to blafpheme God 
aiu! to CLirfe him. 

** A'VjnritiK'-j!fs wife for a fmall iniurv that liir husband did 
her Ihe ihil coniinitted adultery, and afterwards confented 
to his deatli. 

"Alfo the wife of ILycuItSy liie Lj^aue her husband a poy- 
(o\\\:C\ Ihirt, wliicli was no fooner on his backe, but did fticke 
k> Kill, tliat wlien he would haue plucked it off it tore tlie 
llelh with it. 

"If thou wilt auowl thefe ciiills thou muft witli Vli£fcs 
bi'.uk' lh\' felfe to the malt of tiie ih-D as he did. or elfe it 
WMidd ha\'e coil him his life. I'ji" otliorwife the Syrenian 
\\K^\\\.\\\ would, have intiied li::n into tlie Sea if he had not io 

" It is wo'.ulcrfull to fee tlie madd feates of women, for flie 
will b." ni>\v merrv tlien aL;aine fad ; now laugh then weepe, 
n.nv Ikk liu-n prefeully v. lu^l}'. all tliin-s wliich like not them 
is n/.n^ht, and if it be neiier fo bad if it like them it is ex- 
cciKr.l : a';.iine il is dcalh for a woman to be denied the 
lliin ; \\:'.ici\ ihev dcmaund; and yet they will diipife thinges 
«;iiuu tlu-m r.ua-.ked. 

" \\ \\.-\\ a wi^man w.mlcth any thiuLy, Ihce will flatter and 
li», •..:.,• I.iiie, not much imlike t!ie fl itlerinc^ Butclier who 
,..iil!\' cl.iwelli the Oxe. wlien he iiUendelh to knock him 
Mil l!ie he. Ill ; but the I'viiv^- beiuL;- ^^Wic obtained and their 
,|. hir-. •; lined. ihv'U liiey will b.:i;in to looke bii^i^e and 
.mlw^ le lo lialelx', .ind fp.Mke U^ icornfullx'. that one would 
hi),-' I'le iIk"\' wo;ii«l neuer fcv^ke h.elpe nvU* cniue comfort at 
ih', li.uul'. M\\ more. Init a Wvunan is compared vnto a fliip, 
uhi. h bein,; neuer \o well rii;i;ed, yet one thing or other is 
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to be amended ;' euen fo giue a woman all that (he can de- 
maund to day, yet (he will be out of reparations to morrow 
and want one thing or other. 

"Women are called night Crowes for that commonly in the 
night they will make requeft for fuch toyes as commeth in 
their heades in the day, for women knowe their time to 
worke their craft, for in the night they will worke a man 
like wax, and draw him like as the Adament doth the 
Iron, & hauing once brought him to the bent of their 
bowe, then fhe makes requeft for a gowne of the new fafliion 
ftuffe : or for a oetticote of the fineft ftamell: or for a hat 
of the neweft fafliion ; hir husband being ouercome by hir 
flattring fpeach & partly he yeildeth to hir requeft, although 
it be a griefe to him for that he can hardly fpare it out of 
his ftock, yet for quietneffe fake he doth promife what fhe 
demaundeth, partly becaufe he would fleepe quietly in his 
bed : againe euery married man knowes this that a woman 
will neuer be quiet if hir minde be fet vpon a thing till ftie 
haue it. 

" Now if thou driue hir off with delayes, then hir forehead 
will be fo full of frownes as if fhe threatned to make clubbs 
trump, and thou neuer a black carde in thy hand : for ex- 
cept a woman haue what (he will, fay what (he lift, and goe 
where (hee pleafe, otherwife thy houfe will be fo full of fmoke 
that thou canft not ftay in it 

** It is faid that an olde Dog and a hungry flea byte fore, 
but in my minde a froward woman byteth more forer : & if 
thou goe about to mafter a woman in hope to bring hir to 
humility, there is no way to make hir good with ftripes 
except thou beate hir to death, for do what thou wilt, yet a 
froward woman in her frantick mood will pull haule, fwerue, 
fcratch and teare all that ftands in hir way. 

" What wilt thou that I fay more oh thou poore married 
man, if women doe not feele the raine yet heere is a (hower 
comming which will wet them to the skinnes ; a woman which 
is faire in (howe is foule in condition, (he is like vnto a 
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giow-worme trliich w bn::!it in the hedge and bbdc in the 
hand ; in the jjretncfl graiTc lycth hid the greateft Serpents ; 
pointed p^.»ttcs ci>mrn »^!y hvlJe deadly p^»yfon : and in the 
clcareft water the v^iicfl Tode, and the faireft woman hath 
fomc f*!thincs in hir. 

"All is n-A 5 >\ iz thit j;!::lercth. a fm'linj countlnance is 
no cvrtiiinc tc.Lm-- ni.il' A a m^rr^* heart, n jt c^»;l'y garments 
of a rich purfc : men d t n t c *mni?nd a Tj ^gi for that he 
%v ircth a sciHct :;''-vn b jt x^-^r \v% y^X dralinj ; no more arc 
women to bo cft-.x-nicd • f by the ornament of th jir braucfy, 
but f'^r their j; •' d b^n'j'our. yet there is no rluer fo cleare 
but there is fome d':rt in the N^tt'^me ; But many a man in 
this I^inJ we neelc not j^'^e any further for examples^ bat 
h'-cre we may fee many f ■ y.es in eucr>* place fnared in 
women> nets. After a little fam-Iiintyan i acquaintance with 
them, I tliinrrc if they were n-jTibrcd the number would pafle 
infinite if it were p-^MiiMe, which for the :*»je of wantons haue 
luft their voyages at fea to their great hindrances, and many 
other hauc ne-^er re^^arded the farre dittance which they 
haue beene from their countrey and friends, vntill they had 
confumed their fubl'lince, and then being aihamed to retume 
home againc in fuch bad fort, I meane by weeping erode 
and pennyles bench, many of them rather choofe to defenie 
Newgate and fo come to Tybume, far contrary from the 
expectations of their friends and Parents, which had other- 
wife prouided for them if they had had grace or would hane 
been ruled.* 

The following arc the headings of the remaining chapters: 

•• The Second Chapter (heweth the manner of fuch 
Women as liue upon euill report: It alfo iheweth 
that the beauty of Women hath beene the bane of 
many a man, for it hath ouercome valiaunt and ftrong 
men, eloquent and fubtill mea And in a word it 
hath ouercome all men, as by examples following 
Ihall appeare," 
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** This Third Chapter flieweBi a remedy agaiall loue, alfo 
many reafons not to be to[o] hafty in choife of a wife. 
But if no remedy but thou wilt marry, then howe to 
choofe a wife, witli a commendation of the good, 
vertuous and honeft women." 

Again the 'commendation' is conspicuous by its absence; 
for there are only here and there parenthetic exceptions, e.g, 

'* Hcere thou maid perceiue by a taft what wine is in the 
butt, if the Dragon's head be full of poyfon what venome 
then thinke you lurketh in his tayle ? All this is but to tell 
thee of the doubts and dangers that come by marriage, yet 
I would not haue all men feare to lye in the grafle becaufe 
a Snake lyeth there, nor all men feare to goe to Sea becaufe 
fome men are drowned at Sea, neither doe I warrant al men 
to feare to goe to their beds becaufe many die in their beds, 
then marry a God's name, but again and againe take heede 
to the choyce of thy wife. 

"Marry not for beauty without vertue, nor choofe for riches 
without good conditions: Salanion amongft many other 
notable featenccs fit for this purpofe faith, that a faire 
woman without difcrcet manners is like a gold ring in a 
Swine's fnowte ; and if thou married for wealth, then thy 
wife many times will call it in thy difti faying, that of a 
beggar (he made thee a man : againe, if thou marriefl: for 
beauty and aboue thy calling thou mud not onely beare 
with thy wiue's folly, but with many vnhappy words, for fhe 
will fay (he was blinded in fancying thee, for (he might haue 
had Captaine fuch a one, or this Gentleman, or that, fo that 
thou (halt neuer neede to craue a foule word at her hands in 
feauen yeares, for thou (halt haue enowc without asking, 
befides I feare me thou wilt be better headed then wedded, 
for (he will make thee weare an Oxe feather in thy cap, yet 
he which hath a faire wife, will aduenture on a thoufand 
infamies only in hope to keepe her in the date of an honed 
woman, but if (lie be ill giuen doe what thou cand, break 

D 
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thy heart & bead thy ftudy nmier To much, yrt all will not 
fcrve, thou maift let her goe all hoares of the nigbt flic will 
neuer meete «ith a worfe then her felfe. except (he ineete 
with the deuil) htmfeirr. 

"Therefore yet once more I aduile thee m the cho>-ce of 
thy wife to banc a ri>ccta1l rcgarri to her <]ti3ltities and con- 
ditiom before th.Mi fh.ikc hands orJompe a match with her: 
Alfo inquire and marks the life and conncrfation of her 
Parents, let the o!J prouerbe put thcc in mindc hereof, that 
an cuill CirJ laycth an ill F,*-c. the Cat will after hir kindc. 
an ill Tree cannot l)rir;,; fiortli ^'XaJ fniite, the younj Crab 
gocih cn^-'Iitd \•^i< the D,\mm!?, the youn» Cocke croweth 
as the olJe, anj it is a scry rare matter to foe children tread 
out ur the i>ath* kX tlicir IV.rcnti Ho that commeth into a 
F.uTc to b^:y a Itorfc \\T.\ pr\-e into cuerj- part to fee 
wh.tlier hv l>-j f..j:iJ ,>f «;-.!.■ an J li-r^b. ar.J wftho jt cracke. 
or flaw, anJ wlxtlicr ht* Ire^Jii,; «<.re in a hard foylc, or 
wlici:i.r he be \vi " paccJ. arj Jlkcv. '-'.i he wil ha'-e a care that 
his horfe niai: ha^c a!! cj:-.\a.-J r.;irkcs which bctoten a 
gvVAl hono, yi.t w;;;i a" t!:,* cjnr.iiij he hath he may be 
dccciucd. but if he ^vo^e a U.lj he may p-t him away at 
the next Faj-re. 

"Ivjt if in ch.-;fe of t!:y \\\'.c thou be deceived as many 
mv-n ar«. th,-j mj-T iwv.l lo thy worJe which thou madeft 
bifvTc the «:;.^!e V^r.-S. whLh was to take her for better or 
Wv^rfe. for there is r.o n;tuf:r: -. ll;e w!" fikke to thee as clofe 
as a fa.'.JIc to a honVs Kic'^e. arJ :f !>.,■ be fr.-wardly ^"ueo, 
then the wi:i vcno thee r.-^ht asJ viav" 

A^ala: 

"Aithou^h feme happen on a de.; ;L:h and \-Tibappy 
»vHH.»n \-et all men JvN; not lo; a$ I'uch as haripen ill it is a 
warainj; t».» nuke them wi«. if lbe>- make a lecosd cboife; 
uBc, tbe funne 
man happeneth 
e by dici.-^ b«t 
itshanJr}- ; (ooae 
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thtiuG by marriagei and yet many am vndone by marriage^ 
for marriage is either the making or marrisig of many a man, 
and y^t I will not fay but amongft dud there is Pearle found, 
and in hard rockes Dyamonds of great value, and fo amongft 
many women there are fome good, as that gracious and 
glorioas Queene of all women kinde the Virgin Maty the 
mother of all bliflfe: what wun her honour but an humble 
minde and her paines and loue unto our Sauiour Chrift." 

Once more : 

" Again, a man ihould thus accout of his wife, as the only 
treafure he enioyeth vpon earth, and he muft alfo accout 
tliat there is nothing more due to the wife, then the faithfull, 
honeil, and louing company of the husband ; he ought alfo 
in figne of loue to impart his fecrets and counfell vnto his 
wife, for many haue found much comfort and profit by 
taking their wiues' counfell, and if thou impart any ill hap 
to thy wife fhe lighteneth thy griefe, either by comforting 
thee k)uingly, or elfe in bearing a part thereof patiently ; 
Alfo if thou efpie a fault in thy wife, thou muft not rebuke 
her angerly or reprochfully, but onely fecretly betwixt you 
two, alwaies remembring that thou muft neither chide nor 
playe with thy wife before company; thofe that play and 
dally with them before company, they doe thereby fet other 
mens teeth an edge, and make their wiues the leflc ftiame- 
fafte 

'* It behooueth the married man alwaies to fliew himfelfe 
in fpeech and countenance both gentle and amiable, for if 
a woman of modeft behauiour feeth any grofe inciuilitie in 
her husband, ftie doth not only abhorre it but alfo thinketh 
with her felfe, that other men are more difcreete and better 
brought vp, therefore it ftandeth him vpon to be ciuill and 
modeft in his doings leaft he offend the chafte thoughts of 
his wife, to whofe liking he ought to confirme himfelfe in 
all honeft and reafonable things, and to take heede of euery 
thing which miflike her." 
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Here is a not urnkserved hU at your <M-wife bnsjr^iody 
husband : 

^ But thefe men are to be laughed at, who hauiap a wife 
and a fufiicient wife to doe all die worke within doores 
which belongs for a woman to doe, yet the husband will fet 
hennes abrood, feafon the pott, and drefle the meate, or any 
the like worke which belongeth not to the maa Siidi hus- 
bands many times offend their wiues greatly ft they wn»og 
thcmfclnes ; for if they were imploj-cd abroad in mattefs 
belongin^X to men they would be the more defirous being 
come home to take their cafe, then to trouble their wives & 
feruantcs in medling with their matters, for the rule and 
gouemment of the houfc bclongcth to the wife.** 

The close is headed *' The Bearbaiting, or the vanity of 
Widdowes : choose you whether." It thus winds up : 

**Thou maift thinke that I haue fpoken inougfa concerning 
Widdowes, but tlie further I runne after them the further I 
am from them, for they are the fumme of the feauen deadly 
finnes, the Fcinds of Satlun and the gates of Hdl ; Now 
me thinketh I heare fome fay vnto me that I Ihould haue 
told them this IciTon fooncr, for too bte conicth medidne 
when the |\Uient is dead, euen fo too late commeth coun£uIe 
when it is pall remedy, but it is better late then neuer, for 
It may l)e a warning to make others ulfe. 

*• I'ut ^hv do I nuke fo Ions a haiucft of fo little come ? 
fwiHij tU« Cv^rue U IxiJ my hjuvcft Ihill ceaie. for fo long as 
wowen do li; tWy niull not thmke to be well fpoken of: if 
^^>u Wv^hIvI be well reivrteJ of or kept bke tbe Rofe when it 
h*<h Km\ iho colour, then voa sliouM fQ»ell fv^eet in the bud 
** <'>e Ro.c doth, or \i you wouSd be tailed for old wine you 
•^vMiM b« f«cvt at the lifit lii^« * pleaianl Grape, then 
t»>vM-.5d xvH, be cheruhcU <^^r your courteiW and coorfofted 
•^^•^ >Nnir hvMKMlv. K> ,hoa:J y.xi be pne:cni«l ».^the fweete 
R.\»".» M. ^A^ • . . ..-._» --ine- but to what purpofe 
•^*^*« « «^Rvemev) of as •,>:«*!»"* *^'^- T^ ._. r ,• 

tiA 1 .^ k. ; J . t-.w%«^~ar that tach as counicU 

«^ 'Ml*, acucr a««e»J k- e* b«5 e«a 



^And So praying thole whkdi haue already made their 
choyfe and feene the troubles and felt the torments that is 
with women, to take it merrily, and to efteeoie of this booke 
onely as the toyes of an idle head. 

" Nor I would not haue women murmer againft me, for 
that I haue not written more bitterly againft men» for it is 
a very hard winter when one Woolfe eateth another, and it 
is alfo an ill bird that de&leth her owne neft, and a moft 
vnkindc part it were for one man to fpeake ill of another." 

Besides our * Play ' and indirect retorts, I have before me 
these three direct and passionate 'Answers': 

(a) Speght (Rachel) A Mouzell for Mclaftomus, the Cyni- 

call baytcr of, and foule mouthed barker againfl Evabs 
sex; Or an apologeticall Anfwere to that irreligious 
illiterate pamphlet, made by Jo. Sw[etnam], and by 
him intituled The arraignement of women. London, 
1617. 4to. [British Museum, 8415 r.] 

A second part, but with continuous pagination, is 
entitled "Certaine Quaeres to the bayter of Women. 
With Confvtation of fome part of his Diabolicall Dif- 
cipline." 

(b) Efter hath hang'd Hamau : or An Anfwere to a lewd 

Pamphlet, entituled. The Arraigftnunt of Women. 
With the arraignment of lewd, idle, froward, aiul 
vnconftant men, and Hvsbands. Diuided into two 
Parts. The firft proueth the dignity and wortliineffe 
of Women, out of diuine Teflimonies. The fecond 
ihewing the eftimation of the Foeminine Sexe, in 
ancient and P^^n times ; all wliich is acknowledged 
by men themfelues in their daily aflions. Written 
by Efier Sowertnan^ neither Maide, Wife nor Wid- 
dowe, yet really all, and therefore experienced to 
defend all. lohn 8. 7. He that is without finne 
among yoUy let him firfl cafl a fhne at her, Neque 

efiim lex iufHcior vlla \ Quam necis Artificem 

arte perire fua, \ hondonfTvmtQd (or Nicho/as Bourne, 
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and arc to be fold at bis fliop at tlie entiance of the 
Royall Exchange. 1617 (4to>. 
(c) The Worming of a mad Doggc; or A Soppe fc«- 
Cerbcrvs tbe laylor of HclL No CoirfvUtioii bvt 
a fliaqx Rcdai^tion of the bayter of Womco. 'By 
Coadantia Munda. 1617. (4ta) 

Unfortunately not one ol these 'Answers' rises above the 
level of a thcoio^ical-Biblicai 'defence' of Woman, Now 
and apain there is swift, dexterous making of a point againft 
Sn-ctnam from his own un^mmatical and illi^ical laches ; 
but sooth to say, they are somewliat dreary reading. The 
' Mouiel ' and ' The Worming of a mad Dogge ' have a cer- 
tain smartness, yet ' Efter hath hang'd Haman ' is the more 
substantive. I select one of the ' Epistles ' prefixed to the 
last: 

"To all worthy and hopefull young youth* cf Great 

liriltaint; Hut rcfpL-aiucly to the beft difpofed and 

worthy apprcntifcs of L o N I) O N." 

" ffi'/ifull and saUant youths of Great Brrttaine, tmd this 

fo/nmaus a Citit. Tkcrt hath ban laUly publiflud a Patn- 

f-hUl, entitHlfd The Arraignment of lewd. idle. frowanJ and 

inconlhmt wmen. ThU faUfud «n*i wijhapftt k»fc& poUh, 

is Jo tiirttlai, that if Socrates iHJ hugii but once ta fa an 

Afft cU ThUUs, he would furely l.vigM tmct to fM an idU 

fi.tNli.tt, dirul fiis w.vX.i/V/i Lakmrs to gi^dy headed foung 

«.•« .- lu u-.^.'d/.ir. at h. did xUf the AJft did eatt Thipes, 

like lips, like 1-cltice,/' a franti<ki :vrH.r doth aptly ckmja 

giddy /ation'ui. 

" 'rU Ah!.\t ,/ Ike Arrainnment. fl/^ -V fi'f'^ in oar la~ 

AcWM, ./.K-dAiw^vrrff/^Tw.- h4 r.aUth without eauft, I dt- 

ffMd t/s'H dirnlpnvfr: Ih faith, i.*«« -^ 'A« warfi ofaU 

Cmlmns, J pevm/ them hUjfrd a^^ "^ Cr^atans: Ht 

' nr bad comditians: 

ir bcftdifpafitiaHs: 

rtknnv, I fromi, if 
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tiatre be any cffemcs in a womcai^ men were the beginners. 
Now, in that it is farre iHore wa$nan-Uke to maintaine a 
rights then it is man-like to offer a wrong, I conceived that I 
could fwt erre in my choyfe, if I did direSl a labour well 
intended, to ikfortliy jofteng youths, which are well difpofed, 

" W lien you hauepajlyour minority, or ferusd your Appren- 

tisjhips vnder the gouerment of others, whenyoubegin theworld 

for your felues. Vie chief ejl thing you laokefor is a good Wife. 

" Tlie world is a large field, and it is full of brambles, 

Srycrs \ and weedes : If t/iere be any more tormenting, more 

fcratting, or more poyfonable weede thai other, tlie Autlior liath 

colleiled tlion in his lothfome Pamphlet, and doth utter them 

to his giddy company. 

" Noiv my felfe prefumitig vpon your worthy and honefi dif-* 
pofitions, I liaueentrcd into tlie Garden of Paradice, and tlure 
liaue gatliered the choyfefl flowers which that Garden may of- 
foord, and tJiofe I offer to you. 

^* If you belieue our aduerfary, no ivoman is good, howfoeuer 
file be vfed: if you conftder what I haue written, no woman is 
bad exc^tfhe be abufed, 

^^ If you believe him that women arefo bad Creatures, what 
a dangerous and miferable life is snarriage f 

^^ If you examine my proof es to know direSlly what women 
are, you fhall then finde tliere is no delight more exceedittg then 
to be iqyned in marriage with a Paraditian Creature. Who 
as fhee commeth out of the Garden, fo fhall you finde lier a 
flower of delight, anfwerable to tlie Countreyfrom whence fhe 
commeth. 

" There can be no lone betwixt man and wife^ but where there 
is a refpeSliue efHmate the one towards the other. How cvuld 
you loue t nay, how would you loath fuch a monfler, to whom 
lofeph Swetnam poynteth. f 

** Whereas in view of what I haue defcribed, how can you 
but regardftUly loue with the vttermofl flraine of affe£lion fo 
incomparable a hwelL 
" Some will perhaps fay, I am a woman and therefore write 
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more for women then thiydoedefmu: Towkomlanjwere,if 
titey mi/doubt of what I f/vaie, let them impeach my credit in 
any one particular : In that which F write, Eue was a good 
■woman before flu met with tJte Serpen t, her daughters are good 
Virgins, if th^ meet with good Tutors. 

" You my worthy youths are tht hope of Manhoode: the 
primipall poynt of Manhaode is to defend, and what mare 
man-like defence, then to defend the iufl reputation of a woman. 
I know that you the Apprentifes of titis Citie are as forward 
to mainlaine tlu good, as you are vehement to put down tht 
bad. 

" That which is worfl I leatu to our aduerfary, hut what is 
excella:ily b^Jl, that I commend to you : doe you finde the gold, 
I doe here deliner you the lewcil, a rich flocke to begin the 
■world wiilmli, if you be good hufbands to vfe it for your bejl 
aduantage. 

"Let not the title of this Booke in fome poynt diflafle you,in 
that men are arraigned, for you are qvit by Non-age. None 
are here arraigned, butfuch olde fornicators as came with full 
mouth and open cry to Icfus, and brought a woman to him 
taken in adultery, wlio when our Sauiour floopt downe and 
wrote on the ground, they all fled away. lofeph Svctnam 
faith, A man may findc Pcarles in duft Pag. 47. But if tkey 
who fled Itadfcene any Pcarles, they would rather have flayed to 
haue had fhare, then to flye and to leatte the woman alone; they 
found fome fowle reckoning agaiiift tlutnfcbus in onr Saviour's 
writing, as they fhall doe wlio are he:tre arraigned And if 
they dare doe like, as our Sauiour bad tlu woman's accufers, 
He that is without flnne throw the firil ftonc at her ; fo hi 
them raile againft women, who neuer tempted any woman to 
be bad : Yet this is an hard c^ife. If a man raile againfl a 
woman, and know no lewdmffe by any. he fhall prone liimelfi 
a comfiound foole. If he rayle at women, who in his owne 
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wlio hath made more bad theft lie euer intended to make good, 
let him liold his peace leajl heejhame kimfelfe. Farewell. 

Here is a bit of two-fold clever shewing-up of Swetnam, 
near the opening : 

" The Argument of the firft Chapter is, to Jhew to what 
vfe Women were made ; it alfo fheweth, That mojl of them 
degenerate from the vfe they were framed vnto, &c. 

" Now, to (hew to what vfe women was made, hee begin- 
neth thus. A t thefirfl beginning PVoman was made to bee an 
helper to Man : Andfo they are indeed, for they helpe to con- 
fume aftd fpend, &c. This is all the vfe, and all the end 
which the Authour fetteth downe in all his difcourfe for the 
creation of woman. Marke a ridiculous ieaft in this : 
Spending and confuming of that which Man painfully 
getteth, is by this Authour the vfe for which Woman were 
made. And yet (faith he in the Argument) mofl of them 
degenerate from the vfe they were framed vnto. Woman was 
made to fpend and confume at the firfl : But women doe 
degerate from this vfe, Ergo, Midaffe doth contradi6l him- 
felfe. Bcfides this egregious folly, he runneth into horrible 
blafphemy. Was the end of God's creation in Woman to 
fpend and confume 'i Is helper to be taken in that fence, to 
helpe Xofpendt &c. Is fpending and confuming, helping? 

*' He runneth on, and faith, Tliey were made of a Rib, aftd 
that their froward and crooked nature doth declare, for a Rib 
is a crooked thing, &c. 

" Woman was made of a crooked rib, fo (he is crooked 
of conditions. lofeph Swetnam was made as from Adam 
of clay and dud, fo he is of a dirty and muddy difpofition : 
The inferences are both alike in either ; woman is no more 
crooked, in refpeft of the one ; but he is blafphemous in ref- 
peft of the other. Did Woman receiue her foule and difpo- 
fition from the rib ; Or as it is faid in Genefis, God did breath 
in them tltefpiritof lifef Admit that this Author's doftrine 
bee true, that woman rcceiueth her froward and crooked 
difpofition from the rib, Woman may then conclude vpon 

£ 



To ta'.co a «ran. (hat Axiome ill PhiloTopy, Qutequid fjSSdi ktk, illud eft 
^\..Jdil^,' ' f/Mgis Ai/e, That which giueth qualiity to a thhig, doth 
more abound in that quality ; as fire which heateth, is it 
felfe more hot : The Sunne which giueth light, is of it felfe 
more light : So, if Woman receaued her cnx)kalnefle from 
the rib, and conrequently from the Man, how doth man excel! 
in crookcdncfle, who hath more of tbofe crooked ribB ? See 
how this vatnc, ftirioos, and idle Autbour fumilbeth Women 
with an Argument againft himfelie and others of his Sexe.** 
Such must sofiice for taste of the quaKty of these 
'Ansuxrs* to Swetnam as compared with our Play. 

But — as before observed — by bt the most noticeable 
answer to Joseph Swetnam is our present ' Play * by a still 
anon>*mous Author; for nowhere (apparently) has record 
been found of its authorship. 

One may surmise TlluMAS DeKKER, and another think 
of Thomas H e\'WOOD ; until some lucky accident reveal it, 
it were idle to discuss the/rvx and cons. It was acted — as 
the t:tle-page sheu^ — at the • Red Bull/ Of this • Theatre ' 
I glean these interesting notices from Mr. J. Pajrne Collier's 
delightful English Dramatic Pectrj and A nnais pf tlu Stagr: 
(i) ••The emplojTnent of inn-yards for the performance of 
plays was discontinued, as regular bouses of the kind 
were established ; but we still bear of several, such as 
the Red Bull in Smithfield, in full employment, 
especially during the continuance of BarAolomew 
Fair. It is not easy to ascertain when Aeatrical per- 
formances began Aere^ probably at an earlier date 
than has been generally supposed In a AfS. ballad 
of the time of James L we read, 

• The Red Bull 

Is mostly foil 

Of drovers» carriers, carters ; 

But honest wenches* 

Will shun the benches. 

And not there show their garters.* 
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It tvas a targe house^ and there were not usually 
'bshctes* in what was called 'the yard/ or open part 
of the building.: it had galleries round it, as in other 
: old innd "(vol i, p. 330* edit. 1879). 
{z) "It appears by documentary evidence in the Audit 
Officei that in 1 1 James I., the. Red BuU^ an inn-yand 
ahneady mentioned, in SmithAeld, was used as a play- 
house, where the receipts were very minutely divided ; 
' for John Woodward . complained that one Aaron 
Holland had aot duly given him the eighteenth part 
. of every penny paid for admission to the perform- 
ancq$» The peribrmances at the Red BuU seem at 
aU times to have been bigWy popular" {ibid.^ p. 374)* 

(3) "Under date of the 20th of December 1649^ Whitc- 

locke registers, that ' some stage-players, at the Red 
' Bull» in St JohnVstreet, were apprehended by 
troopers, their cl^hes taken away, and themseh^s 
carried to prison.'" {MemorMs^ p. 435, edit. 1732 ; 
ibid,^ vol ii, pp, 416-7 ; see abo vol. iiii p, 124), 

(4) "We have fto account of the date of the erection and 

openiog of the Red Bulli which stood at the upper 
end of St John Street It seems most likely that 
at was originally an inn-yard, like the Bell Savage 
on Ludgate Hilli where, we know, from Gosson's 
School of Abuse, that pl«(ys were performed before 
^579* The same puritanical writer, indeed, mentions 
*the JSulV where the 'poore book' of The Jew and 
Ptolemy was performed, but he alludes to the Bull Inn, 
in Bishopgate Street Malone wis in possession of 
no information on the point, and merely states that 
the Red Bull was one of the play-houses open in the 
time of Shakespeare. We apprehend that it was con- 
structed, or converted into a regular theatre, late in 
the reign of Elizabeth ; and in the commencement 
of that of James L we find the Queen's servants, who 
had been the Earl of Worcester's players, exhibiting 
there. 
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"George Wither, ia 1613, pablishod his Ahnset 
Strifl and tVktfit, and he several times speaks of the 
Red Bull, aad of the performances diere, in terms of 
ao great respect, coupling it with the Curtain, whidt 
seems to have had no better rqnitatioo : in his first 
satire, for instance, he introduces a ruBling lover 
courting his mistress, and of him he remarks, 
' His poetry is such as he can cull 
From plays he heard at Curtain or at Bull.' 
In Albumazar, 1615, Trincalo couples it with the 
Fortune — 'oh. 'tis Armcllina! now, if she have the 
wit to begin, as I mean she should, then will I con- 
found her with compliments drawn from the plays I 
see at the Fortune and Red Bull, where I learn all 
the words I speak and understand not.' 

" Wcntworth Smith's Hector of Germany, 1615, pur- 
ports to have been ' publicly acted at the Red Bull, 
and at the Curtain, by a company of young men of 
the city,' as if at that time those houses were not in 
constant use by a regular company ; yet Thomas 
Heywood's Four Prentices of London, of the same 
date, shows that 'the Queen's Majesty's servants,' 
were stilt at least in occasional occupation of the Red 
Bull, for tlie title-page states in terms that it was 
acted there. It is doubtful, however, whether the 
edition of 1615 be the earliest, aud there is ground 
for believing that the piece was produced at least 
some years before it was printed" {ibid., vol. iii, pp. 
132-3 ; and see later history, pp. 134-S). 
I for one think well of the ' commonalty ' of the • Red 
Bull ' in that it was possible to count on a fair hearing and 
more, for such a Play as Swrtnum the Woman-haUr 

hat 
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The Plot of Swetnam .... Arraigtied is\drawn from a 
Spanish work (mis) attributed to Juan D£ Florbs, and on 
which my friend F. W. Cosens, Esq., of London, has sent 
me an extract from the Catdlogo Biblioteca Saiva (Tomo II. 
pagiiu 74) ; and which he has thus kindly translated : 

* History of AurcHo and Isabela, daughter of the King of 
Scotland, better corrected than before, printed in Spanish 
and French at Brussels. Rutgcr Velpins. 1596, 8vo. 

" This work is generally classified as a work of Chivalry, 
in spite of its belonging more properly to the sentimental 
class, such as the Cdrcel de San Pedro (Prison of St. Peter). 
Repeated editions have been made of it, generally in two, 
three, or four languages, united in one volume. According 
to Brunet, 'I have seen an Italian version published in Milan, 
1521, 4to.^ This leads me to conjecture that of the original 
Spanish there should be an earlier edition than this, although 
I have never met with it. 

" Nicholas Antonio does not name the history of Aurelio 
amongst the writings of Juan de Flores, to whom it is attri- 
buted, neither do I find it under anonymous works. This 
Juan de Flores wrote another novellette, also chivalaresque, 
which I have seen, and commences thus — *Tractado com- 
puesto por Johan de flores a su amiga,* (for a lady-friend) 
and ends — 'Here ends the tract composed by John de 
Flores, wherein is contained the sad end of the lives of 
Grisel and Mirabclla, the which was condemned to death by 
a just sentence, disputed between Torrellas and Briseis, 
upon the question as to which gives the greatest occasion to 
love, men to women or women to men ; and it was deter- 
mined that women were the greater cause, whence it fol- 
lowed that she with passion and malice by her hands gave 
cruell death to Torrellas. Deogracias. 4to. Gothic letter: 
positively an edition of the 15th century." 

From this it would appear that the History of Aurelio 
and of Isabella — whose authorship is uncertain — drew 
part of its 'plot' from Juan de Flores* 'Novelette* («/ 
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sitfra)* The following is the tit]e-f»£e of the former from 
ao exemplar in the BrilUk Sfuseum, excluding the French, 
lulian, and Spanish (i$5<)): "The bistMie of Avrelio 
and of Isabel! dougbtcr of the kinge of Schotlande nyeulcy 
translatede In foure lai^uages Frencbe, Italian, Spanishe 
and Inglisbe. Cum gratia & priuilegia 1556." i2mo. 

The scene of this romance is laid " In the realme of the 
lie of Scotlad," the mistake of ' I)c ' being an accurate trans- 
lation of -ride' (Frenchl, 'IfoU' (Italian), and *yila' 
(Spanish) — excusable, perhaps, as in Bums's Ttea Dogs, 
which everybody knows. 

The 'dougbtcr' of the (nameless) king of Scotland was 
of rareft charm of beauty. The furore she excited is 
quaintly fet forth, ^.^., 'whatfoeucr man that was vnto the 
louely pafsions difpofed, fodenly when be had feoe her, was 
conflrayncd to bide bcr feruaute : and fo (Ireyghtly that 
who beheld her, burned for her, fuche that many died, 
whereof folowcd the flourc of nobilltie that in the houfc of 
the father of the fame Ifabell was the grcatcllc efteemed rn 
this louingly waire, ended his dayes.' Becaule of this 
' IlabeU' was placed under vigilant infpcflion if not worfe, 
as we are told: 'The which knowing, the king, made 
ftreyghtly to put his doughtcr in one place of the citic (ccrete 
ynoughe, fuch wife that none of the gentlemen fawe her no 
more, being a thing fo pcrillous in beholdinge her' Spite 
of all, ■ two yongc Knightcs ' when ' the fonnc made place 
vnto the golden ftcrres' fought to fee her. They met 
(apparently) beneath her ' window.' found they were on a 
commond errand, fought keenly, and whilft fo engaged dif- 
covcred that they were friends. The one propofed to ' call 
lots ' who of them Ibould go forward to ' woo and win.' 
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* Aurelio ' argited that the man who c6utd make fuch a pro- 
pofal Of ran fuch a hazard of lofmg ' Ifabell/ (hewed no real 
love for her. Only by the ' fword ' might the thing be de- 
termined. So they clofed in mortal combat and ' Aurelio ' 
killed his adverfary-friend. ' Aurelio's ' love was refponded 
to by 'Ifabell.* But a confidential maid betrayed their 

* wooing ' and clandeftine vifits to ' a fteward of the Kinge's 
houfe' who in turn told the king. Watch was fet and 
Aurelio and Ifabella were difcovered as only husband and 
wife ought to have been. After a great ' bickling ' (= bick- 
ering, I fuppofe) they were taken together and * boihe* fent 
into * a verye ftreyght and barde prifon.' Then came the 
wrath and ftrict juftice of the king, which are thus put : 
*howbeit that the king was the righteoufte prince that in 
that time raigned in all the world, not to faile of one only 
point of trewe iuftice, in this cafe, wold he not that the 
fodain difdaining rendred him rigoroufer, but cuen fo as 
thoughe the giltie had bene like vnto him, woulde that by 
iuftifications fliulde be procedcd againft th€. In the realme 
of Scotland was a ftatute of lawe by auncient coftume of 
longe time kept and obferued, that whatfoeucr perfon that 
were founde faultie of like errour» like as Ifabell and Aurelio 
were, that he of the two that had geuen vnto the other 
grcatefte caufe to comitte fuch vnhappines, he (houlde 
receaue the death for payne, and the other that were of lefle 
faalte attayned, was condemned to perpetual banifliment.' 
In accord with this *ftatute of lawe* a procefs was appointed 
in order to (hew * the which of the two louens was the mofte 
culpable.* There was mutual pleading by Aurelio that ke 
was the 'guilty' one and by Ifabella that^ was. Aurelio 
began thus — • This (lordc j iudges) is truer then the trueth, 
that of the committed faulte, I haue bene the begynnge, 
the middeft, and the ende.' Then anfwered Ifabell, 'Thinke 
not Aurelio my loue, that for your fayre reafons nor becaufe 
that you can fo well packe your pottes, that your fwetc 
wordes haue more power then the truth. Seing that it is mani- 
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fcftc, that it is fhamfulter vnto women to geue audience vnto 

the men. then it is vnto men to require the women oonfefle 

trcuthc, be caufe thoughe lette that I am culpable: I doutte 
not but that the King my father (hall behaue him oioie 
pittiable towards mee then he (hould be towards you.* The 
'judges ' held both to be equally guilty by common confent 
and proof. So ' the CouncilVs * advice was as follows : 
'Take (fatd the Coureller;) that nombre of men and wom£ 
as fhall thtncke you goode, and caufe vpon this to difpote 
witbc vcrcy grcte diligece, the which is who geue the mofte 
occafiu to faille, either the ma to the woma or the womi 
vnto the ma. And in findinge that the women be of this 
more culpable, Ictte Ifaliell dye ; and if the men be knowen 
to be principal occafion Ictte Aurelio rcfaue the deriepaynt' 
This is refolved upon and one Hortenfia is appointed to be 
advocate for Woman and one Affranio for Man — both from 
Spain. Arrived in Scotland, the queen-mother appeals to 
Hortenfia and the king to Affranio ; but the king without 
the bias of the queen-mother in favour of her daughter. 
The Day came and a great affembly met in a fplendid Hall 
TTicreupon ' great altercations paffede betwene Affranio and 
Hortenfia and ' inonghe th5 anney perfons mighte writt*.' 
Sentence was at long-Iaft pronounced, viz., that 'Ifabd' maft 
die as 'more giltey then Aurelio.' The queen-mother falls 
at the King's feet and pleads — in vara. And To Ifabel 
'Stripede of her attire (referuede a richc fmocke) ' was *to 
be carte in [to] the bomingc fieare that bomte before her.' 
She called the forrow-maddened Aurelio to her as ' lifye of 
her lyfe.' He anfwered her ' with the interruption of a 
thoufande fighes and fobcz. and fo manney teares' and 
then flung HIMSELF on the fire. 'Isabel' was rescued, 
but in grief fnr AurcHo's death, cast herself from a window 
only a few hours later. 
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wfites her a letter. She shews it to her lady-friends and 
they resolve to noake-believe that she (Hortensia) responded 
to his avowal of ' love/ and he is invited to come to her. 
The sequel is thus narrated : '* In the meane feafon that 
Hortenfia faide thefe reafons, the quene that (was accom- 
panyade of her gentellwomen) was hidden for to tourmente 
Aflfranh), entrede into the chambre, where they fpake. And 
foddainely all withe one thronge cafte the poore Affranio to 
the grounde, and bounde him fo ftronghtley [by] the handes 
and the feate, that he coude make no defence. And after 
that they hade bounde him, they vnclothede him of his 
garments. And to the eynde that he mighte not crey, 
fodainly with a certaine thing ftoppede his mouth, fo all 
nakede was Affranio well bounde vnto a piller, there where 
euerey one of them foughte new inuentions for the more to 
tormente him. There wure that with tonges all borninge, 
the other with the naeles and teethe lyke as woode rentede 
him. In this whyle he was more than halfe dede. And for 
more to encreafe his paine, they wolde not fodainely kill 
him, to the eynde that the cruell and daengerous woundes 
waxede colde, and that they gaue him more martyrdome 
whan they fliolde beginne againe for to make other newe." 
The vengeful Ladies sit down leisurely to supper. There- 
after they return to the attack : ' And afler that they hade 
broken his flefche vnto the boanes, they cafte the refte in 
the fieare. And after that he was all confumede, euery one 
of them tooke a litell of the afches for to keape lyke as a 
realycke, in remembrace of their ennemy and they incloafde 
in litell veffelles of golde thereto conuiente.' And so is the 
* Eynde of the Storey of Aurelio and of Ifabell, in the 
whiche is difputede the which geues more occafion of 
finninge, the ma vnto the woma, or the woma vnto the ma.' 

Whether the 'Plot* of ^Swetnam . . . Arraigfud' was drawn 
from Aurelio and Isabella or from the other novellette of 
Juan de Flores, it was chosen and adapted and modified, 
because it provided a suitable punishment for Joseph Swet- 

F 
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nam's ofTences. Except the new characters of Lorenzo and 
Nicanor, most of the persons and names of our PUy occur. 
It will be seen, in AureUo and Isabtlta, The Prince to 
disguise and the False Favourite are quite stock Charac- 
ters on our early stage ; and may not have been taken from 
any particular source or been intended to refer to any 
individuals. It is just possible that the author might have 
been thinking of Buckingham ; but before James's accession, 
when Greene was adopting an Italian novd to the stag? in 
his James IV^ he in tike tnanner added a wicked adviser to 
the dramatis persoHs. 

Passing onward, there can be little doubt that In the 
opening of our Play, the lamented Prince Henry (son of 
James I.) was in tlie recollection of tlie poet, e^. : 

" Hce was a vertuous and a hopeful! Prince 
And we haue iull caufe to lament his death. 
For had he tiu'd, and Spaine made war agea, 
He would ha' prou'd a Terrc^ to his Foe " (p. 3-) 

where the skill of the Poet is to be admired in not naming 
any one as the 'hopeful Prince.' Similarly, unless it be hdd 
that the speaker, being a woman, a woman must have been 
pointed at, there seems a passing allusion to the fallen Lord 
Chancellor Bacon and his (allied) taking of 'bribes' <p. 19, 
I. 7 from bottom). 

The most noteworthy thing in this Play is the flashing 
out from the ordinary humbler level, of lines and phrases 
declarative of restrained power alike «rf imaginatioD and 
expression, t^. : 

" Caa you not be coBtcnt wttii Sttte and rule. 
Bat you muft cchdc to take awiy my Crowne ? 
For foUtude is forrowe's chiefeft Crowne. 
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Again: ' *' ;.-:.- 

'* What fudden fliout was that ? Some know the caufe ; 
Can there be fo much ioy left in our Land, 
To raife mens voyces to fo high a found ? 
Or waft a flireek of fome new miferie ? ^ (pp. 5-6.) 

Once more : . 

"Attic. The xiewes Nicanor, [Trumficts. 

,:Nic. Happie, Sir, I hope. 

There is a Souldier new arriu'd at; Court, 
Can tell fome tidings of the long Ipft Prince ; 
ir/5;r. Sir, (hall he have acceffe ? 
/^» *0.h ioyfuU newes ! 
Attic. Is it a queftipn Sforzal Bring Iiim in 

As you would doe fome great Ambaffadour." 



• »■ 



*• Thou Man of Warre, once play the Orator, 
Frou& G^riefe a gulltie Thiefe, condemne my feares, 
And let my forrowes fuffer in thefe teares : 
Haue I a fonne or no ? ** (i^wf, 11. 16-19.) 

Further : 

" His fubiects ferue him freely, not perforce, 
And do obey him more for loue, then feare ; 
Being a King not of themfelues alone 
And their eftates, but their affections : 
A foueraigntie that farre more fafetie brings. 
Then do's an Armie to the guard of Kings." 

(pp. 14-15 bott. and top.) 

Again : 

^ Oh, I am made immortall with thy (ight " 

(^sight.ofthee.) . (p. 26v 1. 10.) 

Once more : ^ .. . 

" The King alone made mee the King : 
Me thinkes I feele the royall Diadem 
Vpon my head already." (p. 53» ^ 25-27.) 
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Finally : 

'' Juftice^ (like Ltghtaing), euer fliould appeare 
To few men's ruine, but to all men's feaie" 

(p.S2,lLS-6-) 

On this last couplet, Mr. Collier remarked long since — 
^ This anonymous old play contains some fine writing, and 
is altogether a highly creditable performance. The following 
couplet, which closes the second scene of the fourth act, is 
one of the noblest and justest images in our language : 

" Justice,'* &c \ui $upra\ 

It is better than Webster's celebrated simile, which is 
neither noble nor just, but which he was so fond of, that he 
used it in one play {Vittoria Carombona, 1612), and repeated 
it in another {Duckess of Malfi, 1623). 

" Glories, like glow-worms, afarr off shine bright. 
But look't to[o] near, have neither heat nor light" 
(E. D. P. and Annals, &c, as before, vol. iii, pp. 133-4') 

There are other memorable things in this Play. Now 
and again there is designed ykr/fViif, €.g,, p. 13, II. 17-19: 
" If all the Worid were Paper, the Sea, Inke, Trees and 
Plants, Pens, and euery man Clarices, Scribes and Notaries ; 
yet would all that Paper,** &c This, however, seems to 
have been quite a common-place with writers both for and 
against the female sex. Thus in the Bannatyne MS^ in a 
poem assigned to no less than Chaucer (Hunterian Club 
edition, p. 755), we read : 

" Gif all the erth war pcrchmene scribable, 
Maid to the hand, and all manor of wud 
Wer hewit, and proportional pcnnis able. 
All watter ynk in dame or in flude, 
And euery man a perfyt scryb and guid, 
The cursitnes and disset of wemen 
Covld not be schawin be the meq^ of pen." 



IfttroduHion. xlv 

There is a similar stanza immediately preceding this in 
the MS.^ and p. 807 the same h)rperboie is made to do duty 
in praising women ; as it also is in the following passage, 
which dearly resembles our text. It is from W. Warren's 
Nurcerie of Nc^mes (1581), quoted in Mr, Collier's Bibl. 
Acc^ sjn\ 

" If all the floating seas were Incke, 

if paper all the land ; 
If trees were pennes, and Muses nyne 

would take the taske in hande» 
The seas would ebbe their incke awaie, 

. the land be woame out, 
The trees be turned into stubbes^ 

and pennes obtrite their smowte ; 
The Muses braines would breake their wittes 

before they could descrie 
The grace that in her comely corps 

and seemely shape doe lye." , 

At p. 15 (11. 4-6) we have an odd anticipation of Sir 
Thomas Browne's ludicro^famous 'wi^.' How the real 
Joseph Swetnam felt and acted under the ridicule of this 
Playi one would like to know. Perchance he was a dry old 
bachelor, and chuckled secretly and complacently over his 
freedom from that 'love' passion with which the Play 
possesses him. 

In Notes and Illustrations (at end) a number of additional 

points will be found referred to. Here I arrange a goodly 

number more, that re-readings have yielded : 

Page 4« 1. I, A book in hand was the proper badge of a 

melancholy character. Hamlet set the fashion no 

doubt ; and it is found in other plays besides this. 

1. 8, Divide the line thus : 

For though I die. 
My loflfe will liue in future memory. 

It is an imperfect couplet, as to which see Dyce's 
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Middleton, iii, 52, and passim, as onward ; 1. 4 (from 
foot), Some word omitted out of deference to the 
act against profanity, say ''paradise." 
Page 5, 1. 3, In the original there is only a comma at the end 
of this line. It were better to make the comma after 
patience in the line above into a semi-colon, 
„ 7, 1. 5, For 'Throw' read 'Thoroiul which is needed 
Viet} i gratia ; 1. 8 (from foot), Arrange thus : 

To Goe to Warre, made thee forsake 

Thy Father Libertie ? 

And undergoe Captiuitie, 

Or some disaster both ? 

Yet, howso'er 

„ 9, 1. 12, Here, and p. 11, I. 31, and p. 28, 1. 15, I have 
contracted / avi into /';;/, whicli was necessary and 
allowable, as it occurs in the play. But of course the 
words can be read in the time of our half-foot v/ith- 
out being written in a contracted form. Compare 
Henry V.\ *'\Vc are glad the Daughter is so pleasant 
with' us." Mr. Ruskin, in a recent Magazine Article, 
is violent against one editor for writinc^ 'Were! 
I. 15, irnhost, in the same sense as \x\ Taming of the 
SJrrr^v, Induction. 

lo, 1. 2 (from foot), read 'Vthc moji magnanimous." 

11,1.1^^, ''(7ua7-teri.fge^' is the right reading. Richardson 
iMvcs an example from P'oxe's Acts and Monuments^ 
sprit there qnarirage ; I. 29, Callis sands. The 
(liamatist has forgotten that his scene is not laid in 
l''n:'land. 

I ;, 1. .'J. hundreth may stand. 

1 1;. I. h). As in the case of/ am (snpra), perhaps it is 
\u \\k\ \o print l::'en at length, though scanning it as a 
nh)no';vlla!>k\ Words with v in the middle of them 
wi'io habilually so scanned even by Chaucer; 1. 39 
(lH»m \\>o[). Arrange thus : 
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- Now to prevent 

. . t Thelike • . . thought fit 

Her libertie .««...<• restraind ; 
For which .«*.««. elected 

Page i6, last line, Ought, perhaps, to end with a ? 
„ 1 8, II. 9, TO, of text, arrange : 

* . ' ' For how can I 

Liue without her in whom my life subsists ? 
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20, 1. 4, *'o6dure" occurs also twice in Heywood's Golden 
Age : 

" Too pittilesse, and too ^bdnr's the King, 
To cloyster beauty from the sight of men," 
and: 

" Be deafe vnto her prayers, blinde to her teares, 

OMure to her relenting passions." 
(Heywood's Dramatk WorkSy 1874, iii, 56, 60.) 

24, L 2, You haue may stand, as after all this speech is 
prosci not verse. The last line of Loretta's next 
speech, on the other h^nd. is verse, as shown by the 
rhyme * zealous* — ' jealous' \ 1. 16, for do, read doe\ 
L 19, for news^ read newes. 

26, II. 8-9, Scan as a single line ; L 17, is there any 
authorify for the pronunciation /r^^/w^? of course 
the analogy of ProUsiant is in its favor. If the word 
be not so scanned^ the line is perhaps better without 
the inserted word. 

28^ L 13, for woman t read women. 

30, 1. 12 of text, for Sicilie, read Sicilia {tfUtri gratia). 

38, 1. 24, for blazen, read bloBOti ; 1. 3 (from foot), Lor. 
is a mistake for Her., unless we suppose Loretta to 
be the herald. 

39, 11. 18-19, the superlative form {basesi) is required 
by the metre, not of 1. 18, but of L 19 ; 'baser' were 
better on 1. 19 ; I. 4 (from foot), the line may be 
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scanned as it stands in the original by making onr^ 
a Jisiyllable. Cf. Merchant of Venice, iii, 2 : 

" And so all yours. O ! these naught>' times 
Put bars between the owners and their rights ; 
Andso, though yours, not yours. Prove it so." 

V::: ,:. : :^. spoil 'intellectual/.' 

1 :'. <;vjI1 'shou'd'; I. 25, ' court eous-natu red/ 
• :*: a ::}rl;en, perliaps. 

: \ j^aros it,' i.e., wins the prize. In Chapman's 
• ., - .-• F.'-if-ercur of Gennany, act ii, sc. 2, is this : 

" rie prove it with my sword 
V.w: J-.^'-ish courtship IciXves it from the world ''? 

^ :'/ tvarks the passage as corrupt; but the 
- - ^: •\"'.'AeJ him do not seem to have made 
; ,- .;-•;:>:::. ^:i eeares for leaves, 

: ;. '-a' hA> * pray ' proceed. The apos- 

.' A c l:^.:.i retained, as it marks a con- 

• * - •..:*. The putting of apostrophes 

c >:'.:1 rr.iiouns is the subject of a 

^ V.\i.ke:*s valuable Criticisms on 
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\V;::l;:o Misogynos ! 

Xoble Champion, 

^ :....; report 

- 7>..i::ke you, Gentlemen ; 
.... for my selfe, 
generall good 



« V 



\Vc know it, Sir. 
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to the ittetre ; last Iftie, for houses the author perfiaps 

wrote- cleiss, 
53. L 5 . {aside\ might well be added ; 1. 5 (from foot), 

the original, 'Pase^ />., Pace^ which seems defensible. 
55, 1. 20, ^hath^ original 'has! 
57, 1. 8, perhaps the (added) stage direction is wrong. 

Certainly the Princess's head was not really off, but 

80iae one .oIbc's head was shown as hers (p. 64, 1. 27) : 

" Where he beheld 
The wofuU obiect of the Princesse head." 
But then lower down (p. 57), Lfsander is shown 
" All that is left of faire Leonida;' 

t.e,f hot her head, I take it, but her corpse ; I would 

now tlierefore here alter the stage direction to Points 

to her dead body\ and on p. 64, change head into dead, 
59> 1- I7> If the apostroplie is rightly inserted, Prince 

here *= Princess^ which is quite possible. But it is as 

likely that the word ought to be written Princes', 
62, 1. 20, for opportunities original has oportmiitie ; bad 

spelling certainly, but not unparalleled in old plays ; 

1. 5 (from foot), Here, probably, Act v. should begin. 

The beginning of it is altogether unmarked in 

original. 
65, last 5 lines, Nicanor's speech is six lines of blank 

verse, 
66, 1. I, Add speaker's name, lag, as in the catchword 

of p. 65. 
67, 1. 5 (from foot), the original has ' ? ' both before 
5; and after the word Sirrah, Though not unheard of 

as an address to a woman, I don't think Misogynos 
od seems to be quite so familiar with Atlanta, as the 

use of it to her would imply; whereas it was a 
t strictly appropriate address to a servant Read 

therefore : 
* u yviU you sit downe then ? Sirrah, walke aloofe." 
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Introducdtm, 

The force of the word Sirrah may be illustrated by 
the following passage [Lauretta to her mother, with 
one servant^ the down, having been reduced to b^- 
gary, are befriended and richly clad by the duke of 
Florence] : 

Wifg. Sirrah. 

Cl(nv. Madam. 

Ztf//. Why dost view me thus ? 

Claw, To see if the Tayler that made your Gowne, 
hath put neVe an M. under your Girdle, there belongs 
more to beaten Sattin than Sirrah. 

{A MaydcH Head well lost^ Heywood's Dramatic 
Works^ 1874, iv, 131.) 

68, 1. 22, for stcorn, read siuarne. 

70, 1. 14, read, perhaps, "A Fencer? you? a FidlerT* 
1. 15, add to this line the three first words of 1. 16, 
metri gratia \ V 27, for Madamt, read Madam. 

72, 1. 22^ for is an insertion, and so should have been 
bracketed. 

76, 1. II, The corruption, Mniuersitie, was probably 
intentional, being put into the mouth of an ignorant 
character; 11. 1 1 and 12 should, perhaps, be arranged 
into three lines of regular blank verse. 

78, 1. 8, Write perhaps, metri gratia. "Nicanor, is it 
hce?" 1. 28, for oreswaied^ read ore-swaid] 1. 30, 
The inserted word not, perhaps, needed. Punctuate 
this and the preceding line thus : 

'• With pittie against Justice ; that's not good, 
Indeed it is not, in a Counsellor." 

70, 1. 21, read "meant by me," and this is all right — 

in Narcs, s.v., mean by, 
Hn, I. \(>, prosperously ^i^xo^xWoM^y. So Surrey, fourth 

l.iield (quoted by Richardson, j.t/.), 

" Address the stars mth prosperous influence," 

I he Latin being "Sidera coelo Dextra feras"; last 2 

ilncji, The arrangement of the original seems to me 



Introduction, li 

now the right one ; the first words on p. 8i being the 
conclusion of the line, 

„ 8 1, 11. 3 and 2 (from foot) form one line. 

„ 82, 1. I, for Viilanies, read Villaines. 

„ 83, 1. 21, "poore to quittance" is the original reading. 
We have already had the verb to quittance, p. 35, 1. 22, 
and the sense is, "the grace we have to bestow, 
though too poor to requite thy love and merit, shall 
make them known." 

„ 8z(, L 10 of text, for or, read mok 

I add a few words requiring brief mention : 

Intimate [does it mean claim ?], p. 19, 1. 8; Personate « take 

the place of, p. 20, 1. 19; trifled ^trA^ with, p. 23, 

1. 24; perspicuous = perspicacious, p. 34, 1. 1 ; timelesse 

« untimely, p. 34, 1. 25. Quite common: cf. Milton's 

" Soft silken primrose fading timelessly." 

Equally )}xs% p. 40, 1. 3 (from foot); cf. unequall, p. 
39, 1. 7 (from foot) ; wantons » makes wanton, p. 44, 
1. 12 ; fact -^ctf p. 50, L 7; limited » determined, p. 
65, L 2 ; out t/te town » out of the town, p. 76, 1. 18 ; 
a£clafnatiofts » clamours against me, p. JJ^ 1. 22 ; in- 
veteracie = hatred, p. ^^^ 1. 28. Richardson quotes 
an instance of the word in this sense from the 
Guardian ; lenatiue » lenient, p. 78, 1. 28 ; owe » own, 
p. 83, 1 20. 
One line is corrupt and not intelligible^ viz.: 

" Then may I say 
As our Italian heires at fathers deaths 
Quidlude, Reine ta/oir (p. 53, 11. 21-3). 
The first two words might be a (Latin) technical phrase 
' Quid inde,' &c.= What's that to me ? What of that ? and 
then the musical notes ' do re mi fa so la,' &c., as a kind of 
lilt or trill expressive of joy. 

I have explained in Notes and Illustrations my markings 
of and Had I to do it again I should probably 



have not inserted either : but the play can be read without 
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I v.:i.; ur.'lcr the imorc-ri^n tliat Mr. Huth's exemplar of 
r,-;r riay wr.s uni^i'jc; but th-.'j^jli not in the British Museum,. 
I 'r.avc s:-:cc found that five copies are known. That such 
a Plav siiould hiavc thus become so rare is sinq;ular. Dodslev, 
cany and later, ha3 abundantly reprinted mere rubbish 
compared v/ith it. 
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SWETNA M. 

THE 

Woman-hater, 
ARRAIGNED BY 

WOMEN. 

Jan> Cimt£e, 

Adied at xhel^eJBull, bythelate 
QueciKf Scruants. 



LONDOVy 

VAmifotOtiardMi^ta, aiid>tclolKlaMtilii>Sho|i< 
at ITt/lBinlttr Ha£ I < ao. 



Enter LORETTA, 

Prologvs. 

The Women arc all welcome ; for the vien^ 
They zvill be zoelcomc : our cares not for them, 
' Tis ziu% poore ivomeny that mufl fland the brunt 
Of this dayc's tryall : zvc are all accufed. 
Hoiv wee fJiall cleere our fellies, there lyes the doubt. 
The men, I know , ivill laiigJi, when they Jliall heare 
Vs rayVd at, aiid abicfed ; and fay, 'Tis well, 
We all dcferxe afmuch. Let vm laugh on. 
Lend but your kind affiflance ; you fJiall fee 
We will not be ore-come with Lifamie, 
Andflanders, that we nciicr merited. 
Be but you patient y I dare boldly fay, 
(If cuer luomen pleafed) roeele pleafe to day. 

Vouchfafe to rcade, I dare prcfume to fay, 

Yce fhall be pleafed ; and thinke 'tis a good play. 



ACTORVM 

Attic us, King of Sicilie. 
Lorenzo, his Sonne. 
Lifandro, Prince of Naples. 

^^ ' I three Noblemen 

blorza, v /• o- •/. 

-,. 1 of bitcilie. 

Nicanor j 

Scanfardo, Seruant to Nica- 
nor. 

2\uo Gentlemen. 

A Captaine. 

Swetnam, alias, Mifogynos, 
The Woman-hater. 



Nomina. 

Swafli, his Man. 
'Two Judges. 
Notarie. 
Cryer. 

Womens Paris. 

Aurelia, Queene. 
Leon id a, the Princeffe. 
Loretta, lier Maid. 
Three or four e other Wo- 
men. 



Act I. SCEN. I. 

Enter Iago and NrCANOR, two NobUmm 
^Sicilia, in private conference. 

NiCANOR. 

JEe was a vertuous and a hopeful! Prince 
And we haue iuft caufe to lament his death, 
For had he liu'd, and Spaine made war agen, 
He would ha' prou'd a Terror to his Foe 
greater caufe of gri^fe was neuer knowne, 
Not onely in his death, but for the lofle 
Of Prince Lorenzo too, his yonger brother. 
Who hath beene mifTmg almoU eighteene moneths, 
And none can tell whether aliue or dead. 
Nic. How do's the King beare thefe afilifUona \ 

Enter another Lord, 
lag. Now you fhall heare how fares his Maieftie. 
Lord. Oh my good Lords, our forrowes fttll increafe, 
A greater tide of woe is to be fear'd, — 
The King's decay, with griefe for his two fonnes. 
lag. The gods forbid, let's in and comfort him. 
3. Lord. Alas, his forrow's fuch 
He will not fuffer vs to fpeake to him, 
But turnes away in rage, and feemes to tread 
The pace of one (if liuing) liuing dead. 

lag. See where he comes 

A Lords 



SWKTXAM, 

Lords, let vs all attend, [Enter King in black, readin^^. 
Vntill his grace be pleas'd to fpeake to vs. 

Dead March. 

Attic. ''Death is the cafe of paine, and end of forrow": 
How can that be ? Death gaue my forrowes life, 
For by his death my paine and griefe begun, 
And in bec^innincr, neuer will hauc end ; 
For thou[;h I die, my lolTc v/ill Hue iu future memorie, 
I and (perhaps) will be lamented too, 
And rc<'iil:red bv {ov:i(t, when all fliall heare 
Sicilia had two fonncs, vet had no hcire. 

11a ! wii.it are von ? 

W'lio dares prcfume to interrupt vs thus ? 

What meancs this forrow ? wherefore are thefe fignes ? 

Or vnto whom are thcfe obferuanccs ? 

Nic. \'nto our Kino* 



3. Lord, [Sforz.i] To you my Soueraigne. 

la^::;. Your Subiecls all lament to fee you fad. 

Aitic. You are all Traytors then, and by my life 

I will a cecum t vou {o : 

Can you not bj content with State and rule, 

But you mull come to take away my Crowne ? 

For folilude is forrowe's chiefefl: Crowne. 

Gricfc hath rcfign'd ouer his right to mee, 

And I am Kiui; of all Woe's Monarchic. 

You powers that grant Rc.;eneration, 

What meant vou UviX to Gfive him vitall breath.*^ 

And m.\l-c laiy,c kingdjmcs proud of fuch a Prince 

As m\' l.n '.::\'/s was. i'o good, fo vertuous : 

riuMi. in his prin^.e of }-cares, 

Tvi take him from mce by vntimel}'* death ? 
(Ml ! had mv fj^irit wings. 1 would afccnd 

.And Iclch his loulc againe from 

( Hi m\' {\u\ forrowes ! Whither am I driuen ? 
Into what ma/e of errors will you lead mee .^ 
Thp; Monller (Gricfc) hath (o diftracled mee, 

I had 



Arraigned by Women. 

I had almoft forgot mortalitie. (are pleas'd 

lag. Deare Lord have patience, though the heauens 
To punifti Princes for their Subiefls faults ; 
In taking from vs fuch a hopefull Prince, 
No doubt they will reftore your yonger fonne, 
Who cannot be but ftay'd, and will, I hope 
Be quickly heard of, to recall your ioyes. 

Attic. No, I Ihall neuer fee Lorenzo more ; 
This eighteene moneths I have not heard of him ; 
I feare fome Traytors hand hath feyz'd his life : 
If hee were lining, — as that cannot bee ; 
I fooner looke to fee the dead then hee : 
For I am almoft fpent ; This heape of age, 
Mixt with my forrowe, foone will end my dayes. 

Nic. My Liege, take comfort, I (your Subieft) vow 
To goe my felfe to feeke Loretizo forth, 
And ne'r returne vntill I finde him out. 
Or bring fome newes what is become of him. \Exit Nic. 

3. Lord. The like will I, or ne'r come back agen. 

lag. Old as I am. Tie not be laft behind, 
And if my Soueraigne pleafe to let mee goe. 

Attic. I thanke your loues, but Tie reftrain your wils: 
If I fliould part from you, my dayes were done. 
For I fliould neuer liue till your returne. 

Enter Nicano. 
Nicanor my deare friend, lagOy Sforza, 
One of you three, if I die iffueleffc, 
Muft after mee be King of Sicilie. 
Doe not forfake mee then. 

Omnes. Long Hue your grace : 
And may your iffue raigne eternally. 

Attic. As for our daughter, fayre Leomida 
Her female Sexe cannot inherit here, f Shout 

One muft inioy both her and Sicilie. ( within 

What fudden fliout was that i Some know the caufe ; [Exit Nicanor. 
Can there be fo much ioy left in our Land, 

A 2 To 
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.0^ .oyces to fo high a ibmd ? 
Entt^ Nicmmr. 
XKxi<^ of feme new milerie ? 
. ..umut be expe&ed here. 
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\ tjMS; Sir» I hope 
>.uioier new arriu'd at Court, 
.!vr tidings of the long loft Prince : 
^. :hall he haue acceflfe ? 

* V * ijU ncwes ! 

^ t a queftion Sfarza ? Bring him in, 
« %. >. si doe fome great Ambaf£idour ; 
. . V . c Comes he not from a Prince ? 
X • an Lprmzo hce be fent 

\ with Trumpets. Enter a Q^tmi$u^ 
,•* ii/i/ in by the Lord Scanfardoe, 
•v ^ \ > * .m' Warrc, once play the Orator, 
•, . H . X x" a guiltic Thiefe, condemne my feares, 
. , vv '^^ jonowcs fuffer in thefe teares : 
V 4 .^«iae or no ? Good Souldier fpeake. 
V .. I arriu'd by chance vpon your ooaft, 
^ ^ 'v ;: of the Proclamation 
. * . ^ ;n\ :v.;5'd thoufands vnto any man 

• . . k\x xi bring ncwes to the Sicilian King, 
^ . s^^ v^ , • /0tHZO were aliue or dead, 

^ V \\ c Ic double our reward what-eV it be, 

• ^>v t< huing : Dead, we'le keepe our word : 

• v^t ;^«v«hec lay, What is become of him ? 

V Not fur reward, but loue to that braue Prince, 
\\ V^ c mcmoric dcferues to out-liue time, 

V .-%'>? \ <o ^^" ^^^^ ' ^^^ truely know ; 
I * . s* tciunthcan battel not long fmce, 
\\ ViY h^ ^'^^ made Commander of a Flee^ 
\ KN« Po" ^^^ ^^ Spanifli Generall, 
He v^ J dcmcanc himfelfe fo manfully. 
1 *>4C he perfonn'd wonders aboue beliefe ; 

For 
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For when the Nauies iqyn'd, the Cannons plaid^ 
And thundring clamors rang the dying knels 
Of many thoufand foules ; Ke, void of feare, 
Dalli'd with danger, and purfu'd the Foe 
Throw a bloudy Sea of Viftorie ; 
Whetlier there flaine, or taken prifoner 
By the too mercilefle misbeleeuing Turkes, 

No man can tell : 

That when Viftorie fell to the Chriftians, 
The conqueft. and the glorie of the day 
Was foone eclipft, in braue Lorenzds lofTe ; 
That when the battel and the fight was done^ 
They knew not well whether they loft or wonne. 

A ttic. This newes is worfe then death ; Happy were I 
If any now could tell me he were dead ; 
Death is farre fweeter then captiuitie : 
My deare Lorenzo ! Was it thy dedre 
To ^oe to Warre, made thee forfake thy Father, 
Countrie, Friends, Life, Libertie ? and vndergoe 
Death, or Captiuitie, or fome difafter 
That exceeds 'em both ? Yet, howfo'er, 
Captaine, We thanke thy loue. Giue the reward 
Was promised in the Proclamation. 

Capt rie not be nice in the refufall, Sir, 
It is no wonder t'fee a Souldier want : 
All good wait on yee ; may the Heauens be pleas'd 
To make you happy in your long loft fonne. 

Attic. My comfort is, whether aliue or dead. 
He brauely fought for Heauen and Chriftendome ; 
Such battels martyr men : their death's a life 
Suruiuing all this world's fclicitie. 
Lords, Where's Leonida, Our beautious child. 
She's all the comfort we have left Vs now ; 
She muft not haue her libertie to match ; 
The Girle is wanton, coy, and fickle too : 
How many Princes hath the froward Elfe 

A3 Set 
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Set at debate, defiring but her loue ? 

What dangers may infue ? But to preuent, 

Nicaftor^ wee make you her Gardian : 

Let her be Princely vs'd ; but no acceflfe 

By any to her prcfence, but by fuch 

As wee (hall fend, or giue commandment for : 

Tis death to any other dares attempt it 

I heare, the Prince of Naples feckes her loue : 

Shee ihall not wed with that prefumptuous Boy : 

His father and Our felfe were ftill at oddes, 

Nor (hall He thinke Wee will fubmit to Hint 

Certaine he knowes not oi Lifandrds fute, 

For if he had, he would a come hinifelfe, 

Or fent Ambafladors to fpeak for him. 

WeMe giue [him] his anfwer ere to morrows Sunne 

Shall retch to his Meridian ; wretched (late of Kings, 

What end will follow where fuch woes begins ? 

Nic. Scanfardoe ? i Exaint omnes. 

Scan, My good Lord ? X iIan^H'\t Nic. 

Nic. How Tik'ft thou this ? ( & Scanfardoe. 

I am made Gardian of my owne harfs blifle ; 
The PrinccflTe is my Prifoner, I her Slaue ; 
I kcepc her Body, but fliec holds my Heart 
Inuiron'd in a died of Adamant 

Scan, Is your Heart Iron ? 

Nic, Steele, I thinke it is ; 

And li[k]e an Anuilc hammered by her worJs, 

It fparkles fire that neuer can be quencht, 

But by the dew of her ccdeftiall breath. 

Oft haue I courted, bin rcietSled too ; 

Yet what of that ? Me tryc her once agen. 

What many Princes haue attempting fail'd, 

I by acccfle may purchafe, that's my hope ; 

The King Tme fure aficdls mce ; nothing then 

Is wanting but her louo ; that once obtaind 

Sicill is ours : Scanfardo€\ if we wn. 

Thou (halt be Lord Nicanor, I the King. Exeunt. 

SCEN. 
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SCEN. II. 
Enter UvsOGEff OS /o/us. 

Mi/, By this, my thundering Booke is preft abroad ; 
I long to heare what a report it beares : 
I know 't will ftartle all our Citie Dames, 
Worfe then the roring Lyons, or the found 
Of a huge double Canon ; Swetnaffis name, 
Will be more terrible in women's eares. 
Then euer yet Mifogenyjls hath beene. 

Enter Clowtie. 

Clow, PufT-^, giue me fome ayre, 

[I'm] almoft ftifled, puffe. Oh, my fides ! (heate ? 

Mif, From whence comm*ft thou in fuch a puffing 
Haft thou been running for a wager, Swajh ? 
Thou art horribly imboft. Wliere haft thou beene ? 
My life, he was haunted with fome Spirit 

Clow. A Spirit ? I thinke all the Deuils in Hell, 
Haue had a pinch at my hanches ; 
I haue beene among the Furies, the Furies : 
A Pox on your Booke : I haue beene paid ifaith : 
You haue fet all the women in the Towne in an vprore. 

Mi/. Why, what's the matter, Siva/Ii ? 

Clow. NeV was poore Swa/h, fo laflit, and paftit, 
And craflit and da(ht, as I haue beene ; 
Looke to your felfe, they're vp in armes for you. 

Mi/ Why, Haue they weapons, Szva/h ? 

Clow. Weapons, Sir, I, He be fworne they haue ; 
And cutting ones : I felt the fmart of 'em ; 
From the loines to the legs, from the head to th* hams, 
From the Front to the foot, I haue not one free fpot : 
Oh, I can (hew you. Sir, fuch Cha rafters. [Begins to /Irip. 

Mi/ What doft thou mean, man, wilt (hame thy felfe } 

Clow. Why, here's none but you and I, Sir, is there } 

Mi/ Good, good, ifaith. This was a braue Reuenge. 

Clow. 
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7. 7P. rrt be fo good, would you had had't for me. 
i . \A\i 'S I Uue, I will make all the World 
T. ...:s. IS I doe, this affliflion. Woman. 

J'. .V. But we Ihall be afRi£led in th' meane time. 
"*-, V ^r, > ;eaue this Land : if we ftay heere, 
* \ .' 1:^11 be tome a-picces : would we had kept 
n .if jwne Countrey ; there w'arc fafe enough : 
V '^ 3i!i;ht haue writ and raild your bellifuU, 
\a\1 fc'.r, or none would contradict you. Sin 

J/ r Oh, but for one that writ againil me, Swajh^ 
\ .0 had a glorious Conquefl in that He ; 

" vv my Bookes tooke effefl ! how greedily 
!*':e credulous people fwallowed downe my hookes ! 
K yjt rife debate fprang betwixt man and wife ! 
The tittle Infant that cou*d hardly fpeake, 
Would call his Mother Whore. O, it was rare! 

Clow. Oh, damn*d Ropie \ 

I llay but here, in hcpc. t^ iVc him hang'd. 
And Carrie newes to E\zl::xJ\ then I know. 
The women theie w.l! ccuer fee me want ; 
For God he knowes, I !.\t rm with my heart, 
l^ut dare not (hew it foe my very eare& 
\Miat couHe, Sir, flu!! ve take to hide our felues ? 

Mif. The fame we d;d at Br\ f>3P, •* Fencing, Boy"; 
Oh 'tis a feareful! n.xme to Femj!«; Sivajk : 
I haue bought Foi!es alread;e, fet rp Bils, 
Hung vp my two-hand Sword» and chang'd my name : 

Call me Mjjc^mcs. 

EnUr Scxnfmb. 

Chw. A foddcn Ncie ? 

Mi/. lO/'/i-v^A I lay ; 
Remember, 



Heere comes a Gentleman. 

I know him well, he feme? a Xobic Lord : 

Seignior SiS.i/j:rjL\ hapy^-Ty cr.countred. 

Scaf$, Thanks, my noo.c G Udutor. Doftor of Defence. 

Afi/ A Mafter/Sir, of the magnanimous Method 
of Cudgell-crack?'.* J 

Scan. 
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Scan, Ime glad I met with you. 
I was now comming to be entred, Sir. 

Mif, That you fhall prefently. My Rapier, Swajh, 
Come, Sir, V\\ enter you. 



Scan. What meane you, Sir ? 

Mif, You fay you would be entred ; if you will. 
He put you to the Pun£lo prefently. 

Scan. Your Scholler, Sir, I meane 

Mif. O welcome. Sir ! 
What, have you brought your Fees ? 

Scan. Yes, Sir : what is*t ? 

Mif Twentie Piaflros, your admittance Sir, 
And fiue, your quateridge. 

Clow. Besides Vihers Fees. 
There goes a garnifli and a breake-faft too. 

Scan. Well, I'm content, there 'tis. 

Clow. Come when you will, find you Piaflros^ Sir, 
And we'll find you crackt crownes. 

Mif Booke him, my bold Vflier. 

Clow. That I will, — your denomination. Seignior. 

Scan. Seignior Scanfardo, Delia San^a Cabrado. 

Clow. Seig. Scan. Delia SanSla Cabrado? a terrible name. 

Mif Giue me your hand, Scholer, fo He cal you ; 
Now He make you one of the Sonnes of Art. 
Swafh, giue my Scholer the Foyle. 

Clow. Doe not take it in fcorne, 
I haue gi'n many a good Gentleman the Foyle, Sir. 

Mif. I was going this morning to praftifc a young 
That fliortly goes to fight at Callis Sands. (Duellift 
Come, Sir, to your guard. 

Scan. Not here in publike ; [Fm] a young beginner. 
Come to my Chamber, Sir, He praflife there. 

Mif. Doe, and He teach you the very myfterie of Fen- 
cing, that in a forntight, you fhall be able to challenge 
any Scholer vnder the degree of a Prouoft, and in a 
quarter of a yeere, beat all the Fencers in Germany. Our 
Englifti Mafters of this Noble Science would ha* gi'n 
fortie pound to haue knowne that tricke. 

B Scan. 
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Scan. Say you fo, fir ? 
By this band, I fliali thinke my money well beftowed 
then : but to tell you the truth, Sir. the reafon I would 
learne, i8» becaufe I am to bee married fliortly : and they 
fay, 1 hen or neuer, is the time for a man to get the ma- 
ftery. 

Af$/. How, marry, Scholer? thou art not mad, I hope. 
Doe you know what you doe ? 

Scan, I know what I fliall doe, Mafter, that's as good 

Mi/, Doe you know what (he is you are to marrie ? 

Scan, A woman, I am fure a that 

Ali/. No, (he*s a Deuill, Harpie, Cockatrice. 

Scan, And you were not my Maftcr 

Aft/l Scholar, be aduifed, they are all 
Moft vile and wicked DUTemblers. 

Scan, How, Sir? 

Jifs/. The very curfc of man, Monfters indeed. 

Clow. That lie be fwornc they are, for I haue knowne 
fomc of vm, that ha* dcuoured you three Lordihips, 
in Culliccs and Caudles bc!\>re Break-falL 

Ms/. And creatures the vnoii tmperi'ec^: for lookeyee, 
Th* are nothing of themfeluos^ (Sir, 

Oncly patcht vp to cov^rcn and giill men ; 
Borrowing their hairc frc^m one, complexions from ano- 
Nothing their own that's pleaiinj. all dulembled; ^ther; 
Not fo much, but their ver>- breath 
Is fophiilicated with Aml>er-[KlIets. anJ tiiTir.;: cauus. 
Marry a woman, Scht^lcr ? thoa vll^icrc ''ft an hardvrr task. 
Then thv^fe bold Sp n:^ that did vr.icrtake 
To ftcalc the ^rrcat Tufii ip.to Chrutc^.i.cie. 
A woman ! thes an An^:.!! at ten. a Sa..-:t at drieeae. 
A Deuill at fortie, and a \V;:ch at tcurv.ccn:. 
If vou wil! rr.arrv, marrv nor.e o: t> ^ *>: : 
Neither the fa:rw\ nor the t u*o : th^ r.ch. r: :r the pccre , 
The good nor the bad. 

Scan. WTio ihculd I nLirry th,:n. S.r * 

M:''' Mirrv no?e at a.! 
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Scan, Proceeds this from Experience ? 

Mif. From Reafon, Sir, the Miftris of Experience. 
Happy were man, had woman neuer bin. 
Why did not Nature infufe the gift of Procreation 
In man alone, without the helpe of woman, 
Euen as we fee one feed, produce another ? 

Clow, Or as you fee one Knaue make twentie, Mafter. 

Mif, Thou faift true, Swajh : or why might not a man 
Reuiue againe, like to the Elme and Oake ? 

Chw, Many Logger-heads doe, Sir. 

Mif, When they are cut downe to the very roote, 
Yet in (hort time you fee, young branches fpring againe. 

Clow, If 'twere fo at Tybume, what a fine companie 
of Crack-ropes would fpring vp then ? 

Mif Then we (hould ne'r be acquainted with the de- 
ceitfull deuices of a woman's crooked conditions, which 
are fo many, that if all the World were Paper, the Sea, 
Inke, Trees and Plants, Pens, and euery man Clarkes, 
Scribes, and Notaries : yet would all that Paper be fcrib- 
led ouer, the Inke wafted, Pens worne to the ftumps, and 
all the Scriueners wearie, before they could defcribe the 
hundredth part of a woman's wickedneffe. 

Scan, Me thinks you are too generall : fome, no doubt 
As many men, are bad : condcmne not all for fome. 
What thinke you, Sir, of thofe that haue good wiues } 
I hope you will confeffe a difference. 

Mif And Reafon too : and here's the difference, 
Thofe that haue good wiues, ride to Hell 
Vpon ambling Hackneyes, and all the reft 
Vpon trotting lades, to the Deuill. 

Scan, Is that the difference } He not marrie fure, 
He rather tume Whore-mafter, 
And goe a-foot to the Deuill. 

Clow, You'l hardly doe that, if you loue whoring, Sir. 
For many lofe a Legge in fuch feruice. 

Scan, But do you hearc, Sir ? how long is't fincc you 
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became fuch a bitter Enemie to women ? 

Mif. Since I had wifdome. When I was a Foole, 
I doted on fuch Follies, but now I haue left vm, and doe 
vow to be the cuerlafting fcourge to all their Sex : What 
the reafon \%, He tell you, Sir, hereafter: rcade but that 
I haue arraign'd vm all, and painted forth \handittg bis 
Thofe Furies to the life, boek. 

That all the World may know that doth it read, 
I was a true Myfogenifl indeed. Exeunt 

SCEN. IIL 
Enter Iac;0, and LORENZO di/gui/ed. 

lag. You haue not fcene tlie Court then ? 

Lor, Not as yet ; 
But I dcfire t* obferue the Fadiions there. 
How doe you ftile your King of Sicillc ? 

lag. Men call him, Sir, The iuft King Af/icus; 
And truly too : for with an equall Scale 
He waighes th' oflfcnces betwixt man and man ; 
He is not footh'd with adulation, 
Nor mou*d with teares, to wreft the courfc of luftice 
Into an vniuft current to opprefle 
The Innocent ; nor do*s he make the I^wes 
Punifh the man, but in the man the caufe. 
Shall I in briefe giue you his Characler ? 

Lor, A thing I couet much. 

fag. Attend mee then. 

His (late is full of maieftie and grace ; 
VMiofe bafis is true Pietie and Vcrtue ; 
Where, vndcmeath a rich triumphant Arch, 
That does rcfcmble the Tribunall Seat ; 
Guarded with Angels, borne vpon two Columoes, 
luftice and Clemencte ; he fits inthron'd : 
His fubicfts feme him freely, not perforce. 
And do obey him more for ioue, then fcare ; 



' 4 




Arraigned by Wcmm, 

Being a King not of themfelues alone 
And tbeir eiUtes, but their affedtions : 
A foueraigntie that farre more fafetie brings. 
Then do's an Armie to the guard of Kings. 

Lor. You haue defcriby, Sir, fuch a worthy Prince, 
That well I cannot fay, who is mod happie ; 
Either the King for hauing fo good fubie6ls. 
Or elfe the fubiefls for fo good a King. 
But pray proceed. 



lag. The Heauens to crownc his ioy. 
With Immortalitie in bis happie KTue 
Sent him two Royall fonnes ; of whom the eldeft 
Was the fweet Prince Lufyppus, Was ! oh me, 
That euer I (hould Hue to fay, he was : 
He was, but is not now, for he is dead. 
The yongeft was Loretizo, for his yeeres, 
The pride and glory of Sicilians, 
And miracle of Nature ; whofe afpe6l, 
[E'en] like a Comet, did attraft all eyes 
With admiration, wonder, and amazement ; 
And he good Prince, is loft, or worfe, I feare : 
But for his Daughter faire Leonida \ 
Her Fame, not able to be circumfcrib*d 
Within the bounds of Sicilie, hath gone 
Beyond the Pirean Mountaines, and brought backe 
The chiefe Italian Princes ; but their Loues 
Were quitted with contempt and crueltie : 
And many of our braue Sicilian Youths 
Haue facrific'd their Hues to her difdaine. 
Now to preuent the like euent hereafter, 
Twas thought fit her Hbertie (hould be, 
Awhile reftraind ; for which intent, his Highneflc hath 
The Lord Nicanor for her Guardian ; (defied 

Who, it is thought, fhall after his deceafe, 
Efpoufe the Princeffe, and be heire of Sicill. 

Lor. You told me of a Prince, you faid was loft, 
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Which you pronounc'd fo feelingly^ as if 
It had Scene your lofle in particular. 

lag. Oh, it was mine, and euery good man's elfe. 
That is oblig'd to vertue and defert 

Lor. Sec how Report is fubiefl to abufe. 

I knew the Prince Lonnso, 

Tag. Did you, Sir ? 

Lor. But neuer knew in him any one fparice 
Of wortli or merit, that might thus inflame 
The zealc of your aflcflion. 

lag. Tra>'tor, thou lyeft. 
Which I will proue ; eu'n to thy heart, thou lyeft, 
I tell thee, th' haft committed fuch a fmne 
Againft his deare Report, that thy bafe life 
Is far too poorc to expiate that wrong : 
Sir, will you draw ? 

Lor. Forbcare, inccnfed man. I doe applaud 
Thy noble couraije, and I tell you, Sir, 
The Prince Lorenzo was a man i lou*d 
As dcarely as my fclfc : but pray refoluc me ; 
Does he liue or not ? 

lag. He Hues, 

In our etcrnall memorie he Hues : but otherwife, 
It is the gcnerall fcarc of Sicily, 
That he is dead, or in Captiuitie. 
For when Don lohn^ the Spanifti Generall, 
Went with an Armie gainil the cruell Turkes^ 
In that ftill memorable Battcil of Lepanto ; 
Our brave Lorenzo, too too vcnt[u]rous, 
There loft his life, or worfe, his libertie. 

Lor. Hath not Time with his rude hand dcfac'd 
Th* Imprcflion of his Effigies in 
Your memVies yet ? 

lag. No, nor will euer be, fo long 
As worth fliall be admir*d, and vertue loucd. 

Lor. You know him, if you fee him. 

lag. 
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lag. My Lord Lorenzo ! 



Lor. Rife, my worthy Friend, 
I have made proofe of thy vnfayned loue. 

lag, Th* exceeding happineife to fee you well, 
Is more then ioy can vtter : On my knees 
I beg your pardon for th* vnciuill fpecch 
My ignorant tongue committed. 

Lor, No, tlius I'le be reueng'd. \Imbraces him. 

I know thou lou'ft mee, and I muH: inioyne 
Thy loue vnto an aft of fecrefie, 
Which you muft not denie. 

lag. Sir, I obey. 

Lor, Then thus it is. I muft coniure your faith, 
And priuacie in my arriuall yet ; 
For I intend a while in fome difguife 
T' obferue the times and humors of the Court. 

lag. How meanes your Grace ? can you indure to fee 
The Court eclipft with clouds of difcontent ; 
Your father moume your abfence, and all hearts 
Ore-whelm'd with forrow, and you prefent, Sir ? 

Lor, lago, Tme refolu'd : 
Therefore what (hape or humor I affume, 
Take you no notice that I am the Prince. 

lag. Sir, I confent, and vow to your concealment. 

Lor. It is enough, my brother's dead, thou faift : 
I haue fome teares to fpend vpon his Tombe ; 
We are the next vnto the Diadem ; 
That's the occafion I obfcure my felfe. 
Happie's that Prince, that ere he rules, fliall know, 
VVheie the chiefe errors of his State doe grow. 

Exmnt 
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Act. II. 

Ent<r LiSANDRO, and Loretta 

fiueralL 

Lor. My Lord Lifandro, y'arc met happily. 

Lif, Loretta ! welcome, welcome as my life. 
How fares my dearcft Saint ? 

Lor, Like a diftrefTcd Prifoner» whofe hard fate 
Hath bard her from all ioy in lofing you ; 
A torment which flie counts infuflfeiable. 

Lif. This fcparation, like tiie (Iroke of death. 
Makes a diuorce betwixt my foule and mee ; 
For how can I Hue without her in whom 

My life fubfifts ? 

For neuer did the Load-done more refpe£l 
The Northcrne Pole, by nature's kind inftin£l 
Then my afie6lions truly fympathize 
With her, the Starre of my felicitie. 

Lor Therefore (hee prayes you, henceforth to deilft ; 
Refpefling. your owne fafetie : VVorthie Prince, 
The times are troublefome and dangerous : 
As for her felfe, (he's arm'd to vndergoe 
All malice that for you they can infli£l. 

Lif. Oh my Loretta \ thou appli'ft a balme 
VVorfe then the wound it felfe : It is impoflfible 
For me to Hue at all but in her fight 
But was this all fliee faid. 

That I (hould leaue her ? Death could not ha' fpoke 
A word more fatall to my foule and mee : 
Let her inioyne mee to fome other taske, 
Tho it were greater then the fonne of loue 
Did for his Step-dame luno euer aft : 
Let it be anything, fo I may not leaue 
Her fweet focietie. 

Lor. 
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Lor. Then, here my Lord, read this. 

Lif. I kifle thee for her fake, whofe beautious hand 
Hath here inclos'd fo mild and fweet a doome. 
See what a negatiue command fhee hath 
Impos'd vpon my floth to vifit her. 
As if fhe taxed my negleft fo long : 
But pardon, deare Leonida^ I come 
To intimate thy fauor for my ftay, 
Tho thou wert guarded with an hoft of men. 

But how ? — 

I muft difguife me in fome other fhape. 
For this is noted and too full of danger. 
Loretta, Who's admitted bed acceffe 
Vnto thy Lady } 

Lor. Frier Antkonie, 
Her Grace's ConfeiTor. 

Li/ As I could wifli : I know the Frier well ; 
I muft aflume that fliape ; It is the bed : 
LoreUa, weare this lewell for my fake ; 
Nay, preethe take it, not as recompence, [Seems to de- 
But as a token of that future good dine it. 

Shall crowne thy merits, with fuch height and honour, 
Fortune (hall be afliam'd, and held a Foole, 
To fuffer poore defert to ouer-match her. \Exit Lif, 

Lor. I humbly thanke your Grace : Why, here's a gfift 
Able to make a Saint tume Oratrix, 
And pleade 'gainft Chaftitie : I muft confeffe, 
Lifandro is a Noble Gentleman, and ha's good gifts, 
And is, indeed, gracious with my Ladie : Yet for all 
that, wee poore Gentlewomen, that haue no other for- 
tunes but our attendance, muft now and then make the 
beft vfeof our places : wee haue prefident, and very lately 
too. But who comes here } My Lord Nicanor f 

Enter Nicanor. 

Here's another Client I muft deuife fome quaint de- 

uice for him, to delude his froftie apprehenfion - - - - - 
Oh I ha't. 

C. Nic. 
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Lif. And crowae your wtfhes to your hearts dcfire. 
Nic, Amen, Anihonio^ 
rie fay Amen to tliat ; but yet the meanes 
To make mee happy, lies within thy power. 

Li/. Your Honour may command mee. 

Nic. Then 'tis thus ; 

Thou knowft with what a generall confent 
Of all Sicilia I was prele^led 
By my dread Soucraigne, to efpoufe the faire 
Yet fond Letmida ; ^[ranting me for dower 
The Crowne of Sicill, after his deceafe. 
Li/. I hope,my Lord, there's none dares queftionthat 
Nic. To which intent how many hopefull Princes 
Haue beene non-futcd, onely for my fake ? 
And to preuent all meanes of their acceflfe, 
Eftablifli'd mee her Guardian : Now, the Princefle, 
Although I haue her Perfon, yet her Heart 
I find eftrang*d from mee, and all my loue 
Is quitted with contempt. 

Li/ The Heauens forbid. 

Nic, It is forbidden both by Heaven and Earth, 
And yet Shee do's it ; and thou know'ft then, Frier, 
My hopes are fruftrate. Therefore (holy Man) 
Thou art her Counfcl-Clofet, her Confeflbr, 
Of rcuerend opinion with the Princefle. 

Li/ I doe conceiue your Honour. 

Nic. Be my Orator. 

Li/ In what I may, my Lord 

Nic. If thou preuairft, 

I'le make thee Metropolitane of Sicil 

Li/ It (hall be all my care. 

Nic. Then farewell, Father. Exit Nic. 

Li/ All my Prayers attend yee. 
So, here's the fence throwne open ; now my way 
Is made before mee : God a mercy Cowle ; 
It is no maruell tho' the credulous World 

Thought 
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Thought thetnfelues fafe from danger, when they were 

Inuefted with this habit ; 'tis the befti 

To couer, or to gaine a free accefle, 

That can be poifible in any proieft. 

How finely I haue guld my Politician, 

That couets Loue, onely to gaine a Crowne ! 

But if my Loue proue conftant, He withftand 

All his defires with a more powerfuU hand. \ExiL 

Enter Leonida and LoRETTA. 

£/. Tell me, Loretta^ Art thou fure 'twas he ? 

Lor. Madame, I liue not elfe. 

Le. Thou do'ft delude 

My feares with fond impodibilities : 
Preethee refolue me truly. I do long 
Mod infinitely. 

LoK Not a fyllable more now, 
And it would faue your life : not be-beleeu'd ? 

Le. Nay, fweet Loretta^ troth, I doe beleeue thee. 

Lor. Difcredited? 

I could fight with any liuing creature, 

In this quarrell 'tis fo iuft 

Le. Haue I defeni'd 
No more refpe£l, then to be trifled thus ? 
Come, prethee tell me. 

Lor. Yes ? to delude 
Your feares with fond impolTibilities ? 

Le. Nay, now thou tortur'fl me. 

Lor. Well, I haue done. 



But leaue your fighes, your heigh-hos, and ay-me's : 
For I haue newes will warme you like the Sunne, 
And make you open like the Marigold. 

Le. Why, now thou rauifh'ft me. 

Lor. I heard you not cry out yet. 

Le. Thou tak'fl fuch a delight in crofTmg me. 

C 3 Lor 
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Lor. 'Faith, now you talke of Ciofies, lie tell you. 
[YouVe] cbofen a Husband, fo bandfome, fo complete* 
As if he had beene pickt 
Out of the Chrift'CroiTe row. 

Li. As how» I prethee ? 

Lor. Why, Madame^ thus : 
He begin with A. and fo proceed to the latter end of the 
Alphabet, comparing his good parts as thus: for A.liee is 
Amiable, Bountiful!, G)urteous, Diligent, Eloquent^ 
Faithfull, Gracious, Humble, louiall. Kind, Louing, 
Magnanimous, Noble, Patient, Quiet, Royall, Secret, 
Truftie, Vigilant, Wittie,and Xceeding Youthful! Now 
for Z, he's zealous: fo I conclude, pray God hce bee not 
lealous. 

Le. An excellent obferuation. 

Lor. Who do you think's in loue with you ? 
The old Dragon Nicanor^ that watches the fruit of your 
Hefperides. 

Le. Oh, that news is ftale. 

Lor. He met [me] but iuft now, and would needs know. 
What retume I had made of his Aduenture. 
But I deuifed fuch a Tale for my old Marcliant, 
Able to make a Bankrout at report ; 
But he notwithllanding fraughts me agen : 
With that he was not able, but with this^ 
This Chaine of Pcarle. 

Li. Prethee, away with it. He not be chain*d to him. 

Lor, Faith, and 'tis true, a Chaine is the worft Gift 
A Louer can fend his Miilris ; 'tis fuch an Embleme 
Of bondage hereafter. Who's that ? 

Enter LiSANDRO. 

Le, Father. 

Lif. How fares my worthy Daughter ? 

Le. Eu'n as one 

Deuo- 
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Deuoted vnto forrow, gricfe and mone. 

Lif, Then I muft blame you, Ladie, you doe ill, 
To blaft thofe Rofiall bloffomes. Will you kill 
This gift of Nature, Beautie, in the prime ? 

Le, Father I vnderftand not what you fay : 
The other day you talkt of Penitence, 
Commended Patience, Sorrow and Contrition, 
As Antidotes againft the foule's decay : 
And now, me thinkes, you fpeake of no fuch thing. 

Lif, Miftake me not, deare Daughter, I fpake then 
Onely to mortifie the fmfull minde ; 
But now I come with comfort, to reftore 
Your fainting fpirits that were grieu'd before : 
But Daughter, I muft chide you. 

Le, Fatlier, why ? 

Lif. For your neglefl, and too much crueltie 
To one that dearely loues you. 

Le, Whom in the name of wonder ? 

Lor, On my my life, 

This Frier's made an agent in my fuit 

Lif The hope of Sicill, Map of true Nobilitie, 
Patterne of Wifdome, Grace and Grauitie. 

Le, You prayfe him highly, ha's he ne'r a name ? 

Lif Yes, ['tis] my Lord Nicanor, 

Le, Oh, is't he ? 

His gray head (hewes his wifdome's grauitie : 

And are you made his Agent, 

His Aduocate, to play the fpokesman ? Fie. 

Lif Daughter, this is a worke of Charitie. 
A holy a£Uon to combine in one : 
Two different hearts in holy Vnion 

Le, Frier, no more. 
I doe not like of thefe perfwafions ; 
Either ya're not the fame you feeme to be, 
Or all your A£tions are Hypocrifie ; 
My Faith is paft alreadie, and my heart 

In- 
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L "/'. I !-.-i-._ 10 firrj :r.~.:::"d r::v fclfc, \*ou know, 

vbf.:-.'. \\'!:y n o'.v I like thej v.e-:'. ; wliere fnall we meet? 
L:r. In tl:e v.::h-cl:\.'v:n,; Cl^.aniber, there I Ive. 
Scan. Gee t::en. I!e l":!l:v.'. 

Lcr. I!e ;;ut cv.t th-- l:.;ht. [Exit Lor. 

Sl\i;i. X J ni a V. c r . T 1 : : a ". 1 n 11 J t h e wa \' i ' t ii c d a rke . 

Here v/a.s a llran^'e ui.CMicrie. but indvjcd. 
Wliat wiii :i'A \v:.:"na:i blab to liiofe t]ie\' loue ? 
[I'ml v;-ry loatli to loa'je my Iport to n:.;!:t, 
And vet r:\ re L.-tli to !■ le tiiat rich reward 
Isly Lord v;il! i;:ue for tbi:^ diicouerie, 
Cbi'jflv to Ic rc'ienr-'d viK-n hi.s riuall : 
IJc n;- 1 fcrfake it, \'onvrie is fwcet. 
But he tliat ins good llore of i;'>ld and wealth, 
May haue it at comniand, and not by ficalth. \^Exit. 

Enier Lifandro a)>d Leonida. 

Lif, 'Tis kite, dcare loue. 

Le. You fliall not part from me, 
Good footh, you fliall not. Frier Anthonie^ 
You fay, i.s faithful! : for Lorcitas truth 
I dare incrarc my life. 

Lif. Wiiy, fo you doc ; 
Should flic prouc falfe, both your's and mine, you know 
Are forfeit to the Law. 

Le. You are fee u re. 

Miflrufl: not then : true loue is void of feare. 
No dan^aM* can afflict a conftant mind. 
This is no durance, no imprifonment, 
Rather a Paradife inioying thee : 
My libcrtic alone confifls in thee. 

Li/, 
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Lif, That is the reafon, Ime fo iealous, Sweet, 
Since in my freedome both our h'ues remaine. 
As for my felfe, what perill could be thought, 
I would not vndergoe to gaine your loue ? 
Were it to fcale the flaming -/Etna's top : 
Whofe fulphurous fmoke kils with infe£lion ; 
Cut through the Northerne Seas, or (hoote the GuUe ? 
Or 

Le. I doe beleeue thee, Sweet 

Li/. But yet this houre 

Is not frequented by your Confeffor, 
There lyes the danger. 

Le. I ha' confeft to thee, from mome till night, 
From night till mome againe, all my tranfgreflion. 

Enter Nicanor. 

Li/, Were I your Confeflbr, I know you would 
Both fmne, and be confeft. 



Nic. Breake ope the doore. 

Li/ 'By Heauen, we are betrai'd. 

Le, Oh my deare Loue. 

Li/ My thoughts prefag'd as much. What (hall we doc ? 

Enter Nicanor and a Guard, 

Le. Doe not refift, Li/andro^ ftand : the worft, 

We can but dye. 

Oh, this Loretttty falfe, inhumane wretch I 

. Nic. Lay hands vpon them both. Is*t fo indeed ? 

Is this the zeale of your Confeflfion ? 

I feare, death giues the abfolution. 

Le. Hence, doting Foole, more welcome far is death. 
Then to bee Linkt to Age's Leprofie. [Exeunt. 

Nic. Beare vm away into their feuerall Wards. 
Let them be guarded ftrongly, till fuch time 
I (hall acquaint my Soueraigne with this Plot 
Rather then lofe the Royall Dignitie, 
He ftriue to ruine a whole Progenie. [Exit 

D 2 Act. 
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* : -\-hr oxcufc his theft, 
: .i^:d the Tray tor too 
.- ■ -je of SoucraiOTtie. 
Vr^^vrs fo might plead. {A Bane. 

There- 
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Therefore, my Lords, you that fit here to ludge, 
Let all refpeft of perfons be forgot, 
And deale vprightly, that you may refemble 
The higheft ludge, whofe feat on Earth you hold : 
And for you know the Lawes of Sicilie 
Forbid to punifli two, for one offence. 
Let your care be to find the principall. 
The Primus Motor that begun the caufe ; 
For the effeft (you fee) is but the iffue. 
That one of them may worthily receiue 
Deferued death : the other, may be fent 
(As leffe offending) into banifhment. Exit King. 

The Prifoners brought to Enter Lifandro, 

the Barre by a Gard, and Leonida. 

I. ludg. Th' offence wherewith you both (land tax'd 
Appeares fo manifeft in groffe, that now (withall, 

We need not queftion all particulars 
In publique here : [but] yet your triall fhall 
Be honourable, as your Perfons were 
Before this blacke Impreffion. Therefore fay, 
Which of you two begun th' occafion, 
By any means, direft or indireft ? 
And anfwer truely, as you looke for grace. 

Lif. Twas I, my honour'd Lords. 

Leo. My Lords, 'twas L 

Lif. Let not this honourable Court be fwaied 
By falfe fuggeftions ; that the fault was mine, 
Appeares as manifefl as mid-daye's Sunne ; 
Twas I that firft attempted, fu'd, and prai'd, 
Vs*d all the fubtile engins Art could inuent, 
Or Nature yceld, to force affeftion, 
Oncly to gaine the royall Princeffe loue ; 
For what can Women aboue weakneffe a6l ? 
Or, what Fort [is] fo ftrong, but yeelds at lengtli 

To a continued fiege ? 

Th' attempt, I knew, was hard and dangerous : 

D 3 There- 
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Therefore more honourable in the conqueft ; 
Which ere I would have left, I would ha* part 
More dangers then ere lafon vnder-went. 
Then, fince you fee (my Lords) the guilt was mine. 
Pardon the PrinccfTe, Mce to death refigne. 

Leo. Pardon (my Lords) Lifandro, let me dye : 
If cuer you1e performe an a£l of iuftice 
Shall make you truely famous, doe it here, 
Here vpon me ; the guilt alone is mine : 
Twas this alluring face, and tempting fmiles, 
That drew on his affeflions. Say that Hee 
Did firft commence the fuit ; the fault was mine 
In yeelding to it : Tis a greater (hame 
For women to confcnt, then men to aske : 
And yet, before he fpoke, I had ingag'd 
My heart and loue to him, vnask'd, vnpraid ; 
And then {yow know) how foone our eyes difcouers 
The true afleAion that we bearc our Louere : 
Then fmce the guilt alone remaines in Mee, 
Let me be iudgd, and fct Lifandro free. 

2. ludg. This knot is intricate. 

Lif. 'Tis fallacic. 

Who can allcd^c one Article 'gainft her? 
Th' oflTcace was, breakinLj of the King's command. 
That none, on pain of death, (hould vifit her, 
VnlcfTe appoyntcd by the Kin ▼ himfclfc ; 
And that alone was mine: 'Twas my deuice : 
I looke the borrov cd Ihape ; I bruke the Law, 
And I muft futTer for*t : Then doe not wrong 

Her fpotlcfTc Chaftitic. 

4. ludg. How. Chaflitie? 

Lif. If any here concciue her otherwife. 
That very thought will damne him : 
She s as chafte 



As ere your M«^lhcrs in Iheir cradle^ were. 

For any acl committed 

2. ludg. 
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2. ludg. Harder ftill. 



I. ludg, A confufed Labyrinth : we (hal ne'r wind out. 

Leo. My Lords, beleeue him not ; the guilt lies here : 
'Twas I that fent him that deluding (hape, 
In which he got admittance ; The offence 
Reds onely here : And therefore (good my Lords) 
Let the condemning fentence paffe on mee ; 
Or elfe, I will proteft to all the world 
You are vniuft ; and take my death vpon't. 

Lif, Fie, Madam, how you wrong your innocence ! 
And feeming (Lady) to be pittifuU 
To mee, you are mod cruell ; for my life 
Should be a willing facrifice to death, 
To expiate the guilt of my offence. 
Remember what continuall paines I tooke, 
By meffages, intreaties, gifts, and prayers, 
To win your fauour, deare Leonida. 
luftice in this will be Impietie, 
Vnleffe it here be fhew'd. I beg it may. 

Leo, I beg againft him : He is innocent ; 
The faft alone was mine : I was the firft. 
The middle, and the end ; 
And luftice here muft end. 
Or 'tis iniuftice. 

Enter King. 
AttU, Is the fentence giuen ? 



2. ludg. Not yet, my Lord : We are as far to feeke 
In the true knowledge of the prime Offender, 
As at the firft ; for they plead guilty both ; 
Both ftriue to aggrauate their owne offence, 
And Both excufe each other. On our Hues, 
We cannot yet determine where*s the caufe. 

Attic. It is impoffible 
That facred luftice (hould be hudwink't ftill. 
Though (he be falfly painted fo ; Her eyes 

Are 
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Are clears, and (o perfpicooiis, that no oyiiie 
can maskc it felfe in any borrowed lliape; 
But flieele [difcouer^t] Let vm be rctnmd 
Backe to their feuerall Wards, till we deoife 
Some better courfe for the difcoaeiy. 

A7r. Dread Soueraigne, I know no better way; 
Then to aflay by torture, to inforoe 
A free confeflion, feuerall, one from other : 
For though they now, oat of aflfeftiofi. 
Plead their owne guilt, as if diey feard not death ; 
Yet, when they fcele him (ting once, then the care 
Of life, and fafetie, will difcouer all. 

fag'. My Lord Nicanor, this is ill aduis*d, 
Sauouring too much of force and tjTannie. 
Is*t fit that Princes (hould fubied themfdues 
To any tortures, fuch as are prepared 
For bafe OfTcndors ? *Tis ignobly done, 
So to incenfe the King. 

Nic, How, Sir ? 

lag-, Eu'n fo : 

You (hew a proud afpiring mind, my Lord, 

After a Kingdome, that would ruinate 

Two royall Louers for fo fmall a h& : 

Buty Markc my words, Nicanor ; Ere the Crowne 

Impale thy Temples by her timelefle end, 

Mine and fine thoufand Hues (hall all expire. 

Nic. I wey thy words not this. 

lag. Nor I thy frowne ; \Snaps hisfingtrs. 

rie incenfe one, (hall quickly pull you downe. Exit 

Attic. How's your opinion then, to fearch it out? 

I . ludg. My Liege, we know no better way then this, 
Let there be publique Proclamation made 
Throughout the Kingdome, that there may be found 
Two Aduocates, to plead this difference 
In publique difputation, Man and Woman, 

The 



34 




Arraigfudby Wotneti. 

The wifeft, and the beft experienc'd 
That can be found, or beard of in the Land : 
Or any fuch will proffer of themfeiues 
To vndertake the plea ; For, queftionleffe, 
None are fo impudent to vndergoe 
So great a controuerfie, except thofe 
That know themfeiues fufficient. 

A ttic. Wee are pleas'd. 

See it effe£led with all the fpeed you can : Exeunt 

The charge be yours, my Lord. Diffolue the Court. Otn. 

Enter lago and Lorenzo, difguifed like 

an Amazon, 

Lor. Has my poore After then withftood a triall 7 

Jag. I, and behau'd her felfe 

Mod royall, and difcreetly : Infomuch, 
Shee put the Judges to a non-plus, Sir ; 
Defending and excufing eyther's caufe, 
Vntill Nicanor, with his kind aduice, 
Defir'd the King they might be tortured, 
To fee if that would force confeffion. 

Lor, Was he the onely Tyrant ? Well, ere long 
It may be in Our power to quittance him. 
Fme glad I know the Serpent's fubtiltie. 
But how concluded they ? 

lag. I was fo vext, 

I could not flay a full conclufion. 

The Prifoners were difmift before I came : 

But how they did determine afterwards, 

I long to heare. But what intends your Grace 

In this difguife. 



Lor. To vifit the ficke Court, 



And free my Sifter from captiuitie, 
With that good Prince Lifandro. 



Enter Mifogynos and Scanfardo. 
Mif. A Woman I 
Why the more I thinke of their wickedneffe, 

E The 



35 



SWETNAM, 

The more iocomprehenfiblc I find it ; 
For they are, coozcning, coloring* vngratefull, deceitful], 
Wauering, wafpifli. light, toyifh, proud, fallen, 
Difcourteous, cruell, vnconftant ; and what not ? 
Yet, they were created, and by nature fonned, 
And therefore of all men to be auoyded. 

Lor, Oh impious conclufion I what is bee ? 

lag. I ne'r had conuerfation with him yet ; 
But (by report) Tie tell you. He's a man. 
Who's breeding has beene like the Scarrabee, 
Altogether vpon the excrement of the time ; 
And being fwolne with poyfonous vapors 
He breakes wind in publique, to blaft tlie 
Reputation of all Women ; His acquaintance 
Has bin altogether amongft Wliores and Bawds^ 
And therefore fpeakes but in s owne element. 
His owne vnworthie foulc deformitie, 
Bccaufe no Female can affed the lame, 
Begets in him defpaire ; and defpaire, enuie. 
He cares not to defame their very foules^ 
But that he*s of the Turkc s opinion : [that] They haue 
He is the V'ipcr, that not oneiy gnawes (none» 

Vpon his Mother s fame, but feekes to eat 
Thorow all Women's reputations. 

L^. Is t polTtble ! that Sicilie (hould breed 
Such a degenerate Monllcr, (hame of men ? 

lag. Blame not your Countrie, he's an EnglKhman. 

L^r. I will not fee the glories of that Sexc 
Be-fpawld by fuch a do.;ged HumoriA, 
And parte vnj^uniiht 



lag. Wliat intends your Grace ? 



Lcr^ To vndcrtake this iuft and honeA quarrell. 
In the defence of Veriue, till I haue 
Seuerely punilbt his opprubtous word. 
Committal agaiail Women ; who's iuft fame 
Merits an Angels Pen to rcpftcr. 




A trailed by Women. 

Scan. Sir, you haue alter'd me, I thanke you for't. 
Aft/. Oh I they are all the very pits of Sin, 
Which men, for want of wifdome, fall into. 

Scan. I fee it, Sir, and will proclaime as much. [Exit. 
Lor. Leaue me, lago. Scan. 

lag, I [am] gone, fweet Prince. 

Lor. Tell me, thou iangling Maftiffe, with what feare 
Dar'ft thou behold that too much wronged Sex, 
Whofe Vertues thou haft bafely flander[e]d } 

Mif. Ha, ha, ha ! 

Lor. Laugh'ft thou, inhumane wretch ? By my beft 
But that thy malice hath deferu'd reuengc (hope, 

More infamous, and publique. then to fall 
By me in priuate, I would hew thy flefh 
Smaller then Attomis. 

Mif. What, haue we here 

A Woman rampant ? ha ! 

Tempt me not. Syren, left thou doft inuoke 
A Furie worfe then Woman. 

Lor. Hellifh Fiend, 

How dar'ft thou vtter fuch blafphemous words. 
In the contempt of Women, whofe deferts 
Thy dunghill bafeneffe neuer could difceme ? 
Affure thy felfe, thy malice fhall be plagu'd 
Seucrely, as in iuftice thou deferu'ft. (fons, 

Mif. I wcy not your threats this ; fpit out your poy- 

[fnaps kis fingers. 
Till your gals doe burft, I will oppofe you all ; 
I cannot flatter, I : nor will I fawne 
To gaine a fauor ; Pra)rfe the hand and foot, 
And fweare your face is Angel-like, and lye 
Moft grofly. No, I will not do't. 
But when I come, it (hall be in a ftorme. 
To terrifie you all, that you fhall quake 
To heare my name refounding in your earcs : 
And Fortune, if thou be'ft a deitie. 
Glue me but opportunitie, that I 

E 2 May 
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May all the follies of your Sex declare, 
That henceforth Men of Women may beware. 

Entfr a Herald with a Proclamation^ a Trumpet be- 
fore him^ a great rabble of men fol- 
lowing him. 

Herat. Atticus Kin^ of Sicilia, to all his louing Sub- 
ie6ls fendcth greeting: Whereas there is a doubtfull 
queftion to be decided in publique difputation, which 
concemcs the honour of all men in generall, that is to fay, 
Whether the Man or the Woman in loue, ftand guilty olf 
the greateft offence : Know therefore, if that any man, of 
what eftate or condition foeuer, will vndertake to defend 
the equitie of men, againft the falfe imputations of wo- 
men, let vm repayre to the Court, they (hall be honou- 
rably entertayned, gracioufly admitted, and well re- 
warded. 

God fane the King. 

Omnes. Heauen prcfcrue his Grace. 

Mif Fortune, I doe adore thee for this newes : 
WTiy, here's the thing I lookt for ; 'tis a prize 
Will make me euer famous. Herald, Stay, 
I will maintaine the Challeo^^e, and approue 
That women arc firft tempters vnto loue. 
rie blazon forth their colours in fuch fort, 
Shall make their painted cheekes lot^^ke red, for vm 
To haue them noted theirs, that all may know 
That women oncly are the caufe of woe, 

Ompus. A Champion, a champion. Exeunt 

Enter a M \^9tan with a Proclamation, and as many 

Women as mar be, with m Trumpet 

afore them. 

Lor. Aurrli.:, Queenc, by the ef^ieciall priuiledge of 
the Maictlie of Sicilia, to all La Jies« gentle and others, of 
the Female Sex. fends greeting : Whereas there is a que- 

(lion 
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(lion to be decided in publike difputation before an Ho- 
nourable Aflembly of both parts, that is, whether the 
man or woman in loue comit the greateft offence, by 
giuing the firfland principall occafion of finning: there- 
fore know, that if any woman will vndertake to defend 
the innocency of women, againft the falfe imputations 
of detracting men, let her repaire to the Court, (hee (hall 
bee honourably entertayned, gracioufly admitted, and 
well rewarded. Godfaue the Queene. 

Omnes, Heauens preferue her. 

LcK I doe accept it, tis a caufe fo iuft, 
In equitie and vertue, in defence 
Of wronged women, whofe diftreffed fames 
Lye buried in contempt ; whofe Champion 
I doe profeffe my felfe, and doe defire 
No greater glorie, then to haue that name. 
What woman can indure to heare the Wrongs, 
Slanders, Reproches, and bafe[ft] Forgeries, 
That bafe men vaunt forth, to dimme the rayes 
Of our weake tender Sex ? But they fhall know, 
Themfelues, not women, are the caufe of woe. 

[Omnes.] A Champion, a Champion. [Exetmt Omnes. 

Enter Atticus, Mifogynos, two fudges, Notarie, Cryer, 

and Attendants — And then Lifandro and 

Hortenfia guarded, 

Att. That Equitie and I u (lice both may meet 
In paralels, like to Apollds Twinnes, 
We haue ordayn'd this Seflion. In the which 
Let all vnequall and impartiall thoughts 
Be laid afide, with fuch regard of truth. 
As not the name of Daughter, or the Bloud 
Which we call ours, [now] running in her veines. 
May any way diuert vs. Therefore goe on. 
And take your feat, (lout Champipn, and preuaile. 
As is the truth you deale for, in this doubtfull, 

E 3 And 
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. "Jtf€[s] t0 his feat wiik Trumpets. 

-:• j« leading Atlanta, Loretta, and 
r Jwee iHore utomen. 

TXACooian beautie, learned Atlanta^ 
•.•ur iatelleflual pou-ers, 
^-•nent fltould aduance themfelues 
x;:\i tongues of SlanderefS, 
-. ;.*odefle innocence of women, 
»crraiefle with the breath of Malice, 
r I'^y feat ! It is oar tnift, 
. jrviper, for our caufe is iaft. 
^c inakes me confident [.]- -Petffes to thefe&t. 
..-tr the Court 
7^ O yes! O yes! If there be any man — or 

a this Honourable Court that can pr^ 

jtv lawful! caufe againft either of the Ad- 

^ . «hy they (hould not bee admitted — Let 

^ *<ake, or for euer hereafter hold their peace.— 

> well. Now fweare the ludges. 

,^ ihall fweare by the facrod hand o( AtticHs, 

\ • vcl the pcrfon of either of the OfTendors : but 

.-« truly to waigh and ballance the Reafons and 

-.'?» of the deputed Aduocatcs, and thereupon 

le and proceed in iudgemcnt. according to the 

. v^ ,^ Jiis Iland, as you tender the pleafure of Royall 

. *%Jj. To this we freely fweare. 
* Now then to your Ar^ments. 
.r A:l*xHta, for poore innocent women, 
i .: Mijogy*^o^ for the men. 
i [in. It is an honour farre beyond my weakneiTe, 
. ,t eviuall Judges) that I am accepted, 
>. ': a woman, before men to plead. 

Bold 



: a woman, Dciorc men lo pieaa, 
\\x\k feare and bafhfulneffe to fpeake before 



to 
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Bold Orators of State ; men graue and wife, 
That can at euery breathing paufe, correal 
The flipp'ry paflages of a woman's fpeech : 
But yet withall my hopes are doubly arm'd. 

1. ludg. How doubly arm*d ? 

2. ludg, Prefume not more then Reafon. (cufe, 

Atlan. Firft, that my bafbfull weakneiTe claymes ex* 

And is to fpeake before fuch template ludges. 
Who in their wifdome will, no doubt, conniue 
At fmall defefls in me a filly woman. 
I. Law, Smoothly put on. 



2. Law, A quaint infmuation. 



Atlan, Next, that the caufe I handle, is fo iuft. 
And full of truth, as were corruption feated 
Vpon your hearts (as who can euer doubt 
Wifdome (hou'd fo decline) I wou*d not feare, 
But that my pregnant Reafons foone (hould purge 
And clenfe your fecret bofomes from vntruth. 

1. Law, A promifmg Exordium, 

2, Law, The fuccede is all. 

Atlan, I need not tell you what I come to prooue : 
That rayling Woman-hater hath alreadie 
With his foule breath belcht forth into the Ayre, 
The fhamcIefTc caufe in queftion, and doth charge 
The fupple wax, the courteous natur*d woman, 
As blamefuU for receiuing the impreflion 
Of Iron-hearted man ; in whom is grauen 
With curious and decciuing Art, foule (hapes 
And (lamps of much abhord impietie. 
Wou'd any man, once hauing fixt his Seale 
To any Deed, though after he repent 
The Faft fo done, rayle at the fupple Wax, 
As though that were the caufe of his vndoing ? 
O idle leuitie ! Wax hath [his] vfe, 
And woman eafly beares the man's abufe. 

I. Law. Here's a by-blow. 

2. Law. 
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And much ambiguous bufmefle. 

Mif, So I wifh. Pcijf^s\ to his feat with Trtiw 

Enter to them Aurelia, leading Atlanta, Loretta 

tivo or three more women, 

Aur. Braue Amazonian beautie, learned A 
Now is it time your intelleftual powers, 
Of wit and iudgement (hould aduance then 
Aqainft the forked tongues of Slanderers, 
That pierce the fpotleffe innocence of wo 
And poyfon fweetneffe with the breath ■ 
So on, and take thy feat ! It is our trr 
Th* cuent will profper, for our caufe i 

Atlan. Thatmakesmeconfident[J 

Att, Prepare the Court. 

Cry. O yes ! O yes ! O y^s ! If th 

woman in this Honourable C 

duce any lawfull caufe n 

uocates — why they (hould n 
them now fpeake,or for euer h( 

Att. 'Tis well. Now fwc.^ 

IVot, Yee fliall fweare b)- 
not to refpeft the perfon of 
iuflly and truly to waigli ;• 
Arguments of the dci)ul 
to determine and proccr 
Lawes of this Hand, as - 



\v 
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ftations. 



ng men, 



A tticus. 

Both Ittdg, To tlr 
Aft. Now then l 
Aur. Atlanta, f 
Att. Mifogyiu, 
Atlan. It is a- 
(i\Ioft cquall I- 
I but a wo ni J 
Dunibc fcarc 



Whereof miffing, 
...: MeiTages, 
- i.r.orous Sonnets, 
. ^ - ::"iheir affeftions, 

;Vi:iputout 

they faile, 
■ ..—-ning cunning, 
V-.7 and Attendants 

' - -"injation, 

'*■ J^: ianeuilhment, 
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Make ihew as if they meant to dye for loue, 
When they but fwelter in the reeke of Luft. 
But heere's not all : for if this all preuaile not, 
Then are they vp againe, and with pale cheekes, 
Like fome poore Starueling, or fome Mimick Ghoft» 
They (lalke into the prefence of their Miftris, 
Fold vp their armes, hang downe their wanton heads, 
Caft loue-fick glances, and as wofull Comma's ; 
In this dumbe Oratorie, now and then they breathe 
A paflionate figh, whereat the gentle nature 
Of milde compaflionate woman once relenting, 
Straight they fall out into fuch fweet complaints 
Of their fad fuifrings, tuning words of Art, 
Able to melt a gentle Eye in teares, 
As they doe fpeake. Then with officious dutie. 
They licke a Moat off from her vpper garment, 
Dud her curl'd Ruffe with their too bufie fingers, 
As if fome duft were there : and many toyes 
They vfe to pleafe, till fide by fide they ioyne. 
And palme with palme fupplies the amorous heart. 
To pay a wanton kiffe on Loue*s faire lips, 
And then the Prize is wonne. ludge therefore, Lords, 
Whether the guilt doth lye on vs or them, 
And as your Wifdomes find, faue or condemne. 

A PlaudiU by the women^ withjiiouts, crying^ Atlanta, 

Atlanta, Atlanta ! 

Li/an. Truth hath fhe faid in all. 
Hort. O, but the Art of Woman 

1. lud. Silence ! you haue no voice in Court, [fpeake. 

2. lud. You haue your aduocates, therefore mull not 

1. Law, Thefe Allegations are vnanfwerable. 

2. Law, The Court muft needs allow them. 

Mif, Bragge not too fad I for all this glorious fpeech, 
Is but a painted Pageant, made to vftier 
Some homely Scauenger, and is borne vp, 

F Vpon 
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Vpon the bacfccs of Porters. It wants tiue worth. 
To Carrie State, and vlher learned ludgemciit 
Into this Court. For what a fooUfh reafoo. 
Is it to (ay, Luft tempteth garilh Beautie, 
Becaufe men court tiietr wanton Miftrcflcs. 
In fundry formes of Complement ? There's not 
A Citie Tradefinan throughout all the Streets, 
From the Eaft Chappell to the Wefteme Palace^ 
But knowes fuU well the garifh fettin^ oot 
Of Beautie in thdr (hops, will call in Cuftomecs 
To cheapen ware : Beautie fet forth to Cde, 
Wantons the bloud, and is man's tempting Stale: 

1. Law, How boldly he comes on ? 

X Law. But marke his reai<ms. (ftrength, 

Mif. And this is woman, who well knowes her 
And trimmes her Beautie forth in blufliing Pride^ 
To draw as doth the wanton Morning Sunne, 
The eyes of men to gaze. But marke their natures. 
And from their Cradles you iball fee them take 
Delight in making Babies, deuifmg Chriftnings, 
Bidding of Goflips, calling to Vp*fittings, 
And then to Feftiuals, and folcrane ChurchingSi 
In imitation of the wanton ends. 
Their riper yceres will ayme at But goe further. 
And looke vpon the very Mother of S^chiefc^ 
Who as her daughters ripen, and doe bud 
Their youthfuU Spring, ifaaight <he inftrufts them how 
To fet a gloflfe on Beautie, adde a luftre 
To the defe£b of Nature, how to vfe 
The myfterie of Painting, Curling, Powdring, 
And with ftrange Periwigs, pin luiots, Bordrings, 
To deck them vp like to a Vintner's Bulh, 
For men to gaze at on a Midfummer 
I. Law, The tyde begins to tumc. 

a. Law. Women goe downe. 

Mif. This done, &ey are faiftniaed by like Art, 

How 
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How to giue entertainment, and keepe diftance 

With all their Sutors, Friends, and Fauourites ; 

AA^en to deny, and when to feed tlieir hopes, 

Now to draw on, and then againe put off ; 

To frowne and fmile, to weepe and laugh out-right. 

All in a breath, and all to trayne poore man 

Into his ruine : Nay, by Art tfiey know 

How to form all their gefture, how to adde 

A Vemis Mole on euery wanton cheeke, 

To make a gracefull dimple when fhe laughes : 

And (if her teeth be bad) to lifpe and fimper. 

Thereby to hide that imperfeftion : 

And thcfe once learn'd, what wants the Tempter now 

To fnare the ftouteft Champion of men ? 

Therefore, graue Judges, let me thus conclude : 

Man tempts not woman, woman doth him delude. 

A Plaudite by the Men withjkouts, crying^ 

Mifogynos, Mifogynos, Mi- 

fogynos 1 

1. Law. Women, looke to*t, the Fencer giues you a 
vency. 

2. Law. Beleeue it, he hits home. 

Mif. Nay, I wou'd fpeake. 

What Tyrannies, Oppreflions, Maffacres, 
Women ftand guiltie of: and which is more, 
What Cities haue beene fackt and ruinate, 
Kingdomes fubuerted, Lands depopulated, 
Monarchies ended ? and all thefe by women. (tongue, 
Atlan. Bafe, fnarling Dogge, bite out thy (landrous 
And fpit it in the face of Innocence, 
That at once all thy rancour may haue end : 
And doe not ftill opprobrioudy condemne 
Woman that bred thee, who in nothing more 
Is guiltie of difhonour to her Sex : 
But that (he hath brought forth fo bafe a Viper, 
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No change could iktisfie her appetite. 

A Plaudite by tJte Metty crying^ Mifogynos, 
Mifogynos, Mifogynos. 

Atlan, O monftrous impietie ! 

Aur. Stop the DetraAor's mouth : Away with him. 

Women, Teare him in pieces. 

Not Silence in the Court 

A ttic. It is enough : my Lords, proceed to iudgement : 
And lead away Mifogynos to his Chamber. 

The two Lawyers lead Mifogynos away. 

I. ludge. Read the decree. 

Not We the fworne ludges of this prefent Court, 
In equall ballance hauing weigh'd the reafons, 
And allegations of both Aduocates 
In their late Declamations, doe adiudge. 
And here conclude that • • - - 

Attic, Read out 

Not. That women are the iirft and word temptations 
To loue and luftfuU folly : and to this 
We are here prefent, ready to fubfcribe. 

Atlan, You are impartiall, and we doe appeale 
From you to ludges more indifferent : 
You are all men, and in this weightie bufmefle, 
Graue Women (hould haue fate as ludges with you. 

Aur, 'Tis true, 'tis true : Let vs haue iuftice. 

Attic. It is decreed already ; attend the iudgement. 

Aur. Yet at the laft let your Aurelia kneele, 
And for the Of fpring of your loynes and mine, 
Begge fauour. 



Attic. Peace. 

Aur. You alwayes haue bin iuft 

In other caufes ; Will you in your owne 
Be fo vniuft, feuere, nay tyrannous ? 
The very Bealls, by naturall inftin£l, 
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Preferue their iflTue ; and will you be then 
More cruell and vnnaturall then they ? 

Attic. Arife ; and know, A King is like a Starre, 
By which each Subie^ as a Mariner, 
Mud (leere his courfe. luftice in Vs is ample. 
From whom Inferiors will deriue example. 

Aur, Oh, be not fo obdurate! 

Attic, rie heare no more. 

Atlan. Yet, gracious Sir, for my indeaouring paines, 
(Though fruitldTe now) let mee (a Stranger) beg 
One boone 

Attic. But not the freedome oi Leanida. 

Atlan. Since Ihe muft die : I beg Ihe nuy not bafely 
Be hurried forth amongft vnciuill men ; 
But that your Queene, and I, and fome few others, 
With any one of your attendant Lords 
May fee her execution. 



Attic. Take your defire. 



Leo. The blefled Heauens be thankfuU to Atlanta. 
Lif. And crowne her with all bleflingsw (ceed, 

Attic. Take my thanks too. And now, my Lords, pro- 
And giue jrour finall cenfure. 

Exit Attic. 
Comets^ ajUmriJh. 
An. Come, Atlanta^ come ; 
Teares fill mine eyes, and Griefe doth (hike me dumbe. 

Erit Auk Atlan. and all the Women. 
I. ludgi. Leonida, By the iudgement of this Court, 
You are found guiltie as the Principally 
In the offence committed ; for which, we doome you 
(According to the Lawes of this our Iland) 
To lofe your head. 



2 Indge. And you withall, Li/andro. 



By the like Law, muft within fifteene daies. 
Betake you to perpetuall banilhment 

Loo. Welcome, fwcct death. 

Li/. 
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Li/. Nothing can expiate 
The King's feuere Decree, and Her hard fate. [Exeunt. 

Act. IIII. 
Enter lago and Sforza, feuerall. 

Sfor. Health to your Honour. 

lag. Noble Sforsa^ thankes. 



Sfor. Haue you not heard the newes ? 

lag. Of what, my Lord ? 

Sfor. Lifaftdrot and the Princcffe. 

lag. Not as yet. 

Sfor. Then Tie refolue you. 

lag, "Pray you doe, my Lord. 

Sfor. The Aduocates both vfed their vtmoft skill, 
To iuftifie and quit the Sex they flood for ; 
With arguments, and reafons fo profound 
On eytlier fide, that it was hard to fay, 
Which way the fcale of luftice would incline. 

lag. I ioy to heare it ; And to fay the truth, 
Both Sexes equally fhould beare the blame ; 
For both offend alike. But pray proceed. 

Sfor. At length, the Aduocate that flood for vs, 
Preuail'd fo farre, with his forc'd Oratorie, 
The Lord Nicanor too, abetting him, 
That maugre all the Amazonian's wit, 
Which was (indeed) beyond expreflion, 
The fentence pad againfl the female Sex ; 
And the poore FrincefTe is adiudg'd to death. 

lag. The Heauens forbid ! The PrincefTc doom'd to die? 

Sfor, Too true, my Lord : I heard the words pronounc'd. 

lag. A fentence mofl vniufl and tyrannous. 
Where's the Detraftor ? 

Sfor. Crown'd with Viftoric, 

And intertain'd with Triumph. 

lag. 
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lag. That iuft Heanea 

Should IvSkx fncfa as impiovs wreldi to lioe ! 

I muft goe looke the PrinceiTc ; wfaoi moft Ihe dje? 
Sfor. Tomonow's Son bdioids a daughter s iaIL 
lag. A Sunae muft rife to night tD<fimnie that SiiHUf, 

From the beholding foch a horrid deed. 

Twas cniell in a King, for fuch a fad ; 

But in a Father, it is tjrrannie. 

Enttr Mifo^Tios^ 

Sfcr. Forbears; my Lord, the times are dangcftx& 
See ! here's the Champion. 

lag. Looke how the Slaue glories in his cooqueft. 

How infolent he ftalkes ! 

Shall we indure fuch (aucy impudence ? \H€ drams, 

Sfor, Put vp, put vp, my Lord, 
He is not worth our indication : 
Let vs a-while obferue him for feme (port 

Enter Scanfardoe. 

Scan. My noble Fencer, I congratulate 
Your braue atchieuements in the lafl daye's trinmph. 

ilif. Ithankeyou,Schc!!er. Was' t not brauely done? 

Scan/, Done like thy felfe : the fpirits of Mamimti^m\ 
And old DL^^enes doubled in thee. 

Mi/. I thinke, I haue giuen 
The Female reputation fuch a wound. 
Will not be cured in hafte. 



Jag. Ha, ha, ha, ha ; Pemidotts ilaiie [f] 

1. Gmt. Worthie Ui/Ly^mcs]^ 

2. Gent. Xoble Champion, we doe applaud. 
Your merit in the report of your late conqueft. 

Mi/. Thanke you. Gentlemen ; truth will prenaile, 

(yon fee. 
I fpeake not for my felfe, in my owne quarrel ; 
But the generall good of all men in the worid 

I. Gmt 
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I. Gent. We know it, Sir. 

lag. Degenerate Monfter, how he iuftiAes 
His flandrous forgeries ? 

Mif. But, Gentlemen, how goes the rumour ? 
What do's the Multitude report of mee ? 

I. Gent. Oh, Sir, the Men applaud you infinitely; 
But the Women 

Mif. I refpedl not them : their curfes are my prayers. 

lag. Oh damn'd Rogue ! 

I. Gent. If you'le be rul'd by me, go (hew your felfe 
Amongft them all in publique : O 'twill fret 
Their very galls in pieces. 

lag. That was well. 

Somebody fecond that, and we (hall fee 
Excellent paftime ; for they'le neV indure 
His fight with any patience. 

Scanf. Doe iTaith, that they may fee you haue con- 

Mif. And I will. (quer'd. 



But (hould they grow outragious 

2. Gent. Feare not that : we'le all along with ye. 
Mif. Will you condu£l me fafe vnto my Schoole ? 
Scan, I, I, we'le be your Gard. \Exeunt. 

Sfor. Oh, what a Coward 'tis ! 

lag. You doe him wrong : 

He fights not with his hands, but with his tongue. 

Why doe I trifle time >. Tie to the Court ; 

This crueltie afHi6ls my very foule. 

Good my Lord, ioyne with me ; we'le to the King, 

And fee if wee can alter this decree. 

Oh 'tis a royall Princelfe, faire and chafte ! 

Sfor. But her difdaine, my Lord, hath bin the caufe 

Of many hopefull Youths' vntimely end ; 

'Tis that has harden'd both the Commons hearts, 
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And many a noble Pccrc*s. 

lag. Why, what of that ? 

It is not fit affe£Uon Ihould be forc'd : 
Let*s kneele vnto his Grace for her rdeafe. 
luftice (like Lightning) ener ihould appeare 
To few men's mine, but to all men's feare. 

SCEK. II. 

EnUr NiCANOR, and a GentUmam. 

Nk. The Princeffe fuflers then ? 

Gent This Morning, Sir, 

Vnlefle the mercie of the King be found 

More then is yet expcftcA 

Nk. Oh my heart, 

Canft thou indure to heare that heauie found. 

And wilt not burft with griefe ? 

Gent. Nay, good my Lord : 

Nu. Oh, worthie Sir, you did not know the ioyes 

That we all loft in her She was the hope. 

And onely comfort of Sicilia ; 

And the laft Branch was left of that faire ftocke ; 

Which (if (he dye) is withered, quite deca)r'd. 

But I haue fuch a lofle 



Gent You haue indeed : 
Yours is the greateft of a particular : 
For you haue loft a beautious Spoufe, my Lord ; 
And yet the rich hopes of a royall Crowne 
Might mitigate your forrow. You are next 

Nk Doe not renew my griefe with naming that 
Oh that it were to morrow ! — happie day, — 
Beftow'd on fome[one] more meritorious. 
That might continue long ; for I am old. 
I fliould be well content 

Gent Say not fo : 

There's no one merits that more then your felfe : 
You are elefted by the King's owne houfe. 

And 
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And generall confent of all the Realme, 
For the Succeffour after his deceafe : 
Whofe life pray Heaucn defend. 

Nic, Amen, Amen, 
And fend him long to raigne ; but not on earth. 
Sir, you are neere the King ; Pray, if you heare 
His Highneffe aske for me, excufe me. Sir : 
You fee my forrow's fuch, I am vnfit 
To come into the prefence of a King. 

Gent, I fee it. Sir, and will report as much. [Exit. 
Nic. You will report a lye then ; ha, ha, ha [!] 
My Lungs will not afford me wind enough 
To laugh my pafTions out To gaine a Crowne, 
Who would not at a funerall laugh and flng? 
All men of wifedome would, and fo will I : 
Yet to the worlds eye, I am drown*d in teares, 
And held moft carefull of the King and State, 
When I meane nothing leffe. Lorenzo's dead : 
The fcornefuU Princeffe that refus'de my loue. 
Is going to her death. The King, I know. 
Cannot continue long : Then may I fay, 
As our Italian heires at fathers deaths, 
Quid lude^ Reine ta foil. 
The King alone made mee the King : 
Me thinkes I feele the royall Diadem 
Vpon my head already ; ha, ha, ha [!] Exit 

A dumbejhew. 
Enter tivo Mourners, Atlanta with the Axe^ Leonida 
all in white J Iter haire loofey hung with ribans ; f up- 
ported on eytherfide by two Ladies^ Aurelia 
following as chief e Mourner. Pafs 
foftly oner theflage. 
A Song in parts. 
Whilfl weefing the dolefull knell 
Of this Princeffe' pajjing-bell, 
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Lit the icoods and Valleys ring 
E echoes to our forroiuing ; 
A nd the Tenor of their Song, 
Be dijig dong, ding, dong, dongy 
ding, dong, dong, 

dine", dom^. 
Nature now J Ji all boajl no more, 
Of the riches of Iter Store, 
Since in this her chief ef I prize, 
All the Stoeke of beau tie dies ; 
Then, tuhat cruell heart can long 
Forbeare, to Jing this fad ding dong ^ 
This fad ding dong, 

ding dong. 
Faioncs and Silvans of the Woods, 
Niniphes that haunt the Criflall flouds, 
San age Beafls more milder then 
The vnrelenting hearts of men y 
Be partakers of our mone, 
And zuith vsfing ding ilong, ding dong, 
ding doJ/g, dong, 

ding dong. 

Exeunt Oinnes. 

Enter Mifogynos, and Swalh. 

Mif Swafh. 

Szva. At your Buckler, Sir ? 
Mif Perceiu'ft thou nothinc^, Sica/h ? 
Sica. How meane you, Sir? 
Mif No ftran^q'e fignc of alteration ; hum ! 
Szoa. Be;'und imagination. 
Mif How, good Szcafh? 

Siva. Why, from a Fencer, you're turn'd Orator. 
Mif Oh ! Cedunt arm a Togcc ; that's no wonder. 
Fcrceiu'll thou nothing elfe ? Looke I not pale ? 

Are 
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Are not my armes infolded ? my eyes fixt, 
My head deiefted, my words paflionate. 
And yet perceiu'ft thou nothing ? 

Swajh, Let me fee, me thinkes, you looke Sir, like fome 
Defperate Gamefter, that had loft all his eftate 
In a dicing Houfe : you met not 
With thofe Money-changers, did you ? 
Or haue you falne among the female Sex, 
And they haue paid you for your laft daye's worke ? 

Mif. No, no, thou art as wide, as fhort in my dlfeafe: 
Thou neuer canft imagine what it is, 
Vnleffe, I tell thee. SwaJh, I am in loue. 

Sivaflu Ha, ha, ha, in loue ? 

Mif, Nay, 'tis fuch a wonder, SwaJh, I fcarce beleeue. 
It can be fo my felfe ; and yet it is. 

SwaJh, The Deuill it is as foone, and fooner too : 
You loue the Deuill, better then a woman. 

Mi/, Oh, doe not fay fo, Swajh^ I doe recant. 

SwaJh, In loue } not pofTible : 
This is fome tempting Syren hath bewitcht you. 

Mif, Oh ! peace, good SwaJh, 

SwaJh, Some Cockatrice, the very Curfe of man ? 

MiJ, No more, if thou doft loue me. 

SwaJh, Your owne words. 
I know not how to pleafe you better, Sir, 
Will you from Oratour, turne Heretike, 
And (inne againft your owne Confcience } 

MiJ Oh, Swajhy SwaJh ! 
Cupid, the little Fencer playd his Prize, 
At feuerall weapons in A tlanids eyes ; 
He challenged me, we met, and both did try 
His vtmoft skill, to get the Viftorie. 
Lookes were oppos'd 'gain ft lookes, and ftead of fwords, 
Were banded frowne 'gainft frowne, and words 'gainft 
But cunning Cupid forecaft me to recoile : (words 

For when he plaid at (harpe, I had the foyle. 
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Swajh. Nay, now he is in loue, I fee it ptaine : 
I was infpir'd with this Poeticall vaine, 
When I fell firft in louc : God boy yee, Sir : 
I mud goo looke another Mafter. 

Mif, Swajh. 

Swn/h, Y'are a dead man : beleeue it, Sir, 
I would not giue two-pence for a Leafe 
Of a hundred pound a yecre made for your life. 
Can you that haue bin at defiance with vm all, 
Abufcd, arraigned vm, hangd vm, if you could : 
You hang*d vm more then halfe, you tooke away 
All their good names, Tme fure ; can you then hope» 
That any will loue you ? A Ladie, Sir, 
Will fooner meet a Tinker in the ftrect, 
And try what Metall lyes within his Budget ; 
A CounteiTe lye with me, an Emperour 
Take a poorc Milke-maidc, Sir, to be his Wife, 
Before a Kitchen- Wench will fancie j'ou. 

Afif. Doc not torment me, misbeleeuing Dolt, 
I tell thee, I doe loue, and muft enioy. 

i".'** / 'A. WTio, i:j the name of women, (hould this bee? 

ifif\ WTiat an obtufo G>nccption do'ft thou beare ? 
Did not I tell thee, 'twas Arhftta, STVit/kf 

Sicj h. Who, the Amazonian Dame, jrour Aduocate, 
A Matculinc Feminine ? ' 

J///! I, Szi\{ 4, 

She murt be more then Female has the power 
To mollttio the temper of my Loue. 

JC.\ ,j \ Why, ihes the CTcateft enemte vou hane. 

J/; The greater is my ^^tIc, v^ici \ in that 
That h,iu:nj: vanqu-.iht a'.!. I attaine her. 
The ri::e vo^^VAii a*.v ne 
In mv ctvir.A.I CTTvvt ar.vi renc^xmc. 
I'^h, ^hat a K.;vf v f n':::c Oratc^urs 
^hA^, \»'e tv\:vt SetAiM \'^ : Ccn^e. j>?d Sv^J% 
t <v w i\«e a & e««eT «o *^« x«v««»m«,.\*, 
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Which thou flialt carry : if thou fpeedft, I fweare 
Thou fhalt be Sweinams Heire. 

Swajh, The Deuill I feare 
Will difpofleffe me of that Heritage. 

Enter two Gentlemen. 

1. Gent. But are you fure fhe is beheaded, Sir ? 

2. Gent. Mod certaine, Sir, both by the King's Decree, 

And general! voyce of all, for inilance fee. \points to her head de- 

1. Getit. ThewofuU'ft fight, that ere mine eyes beheld, [capitated. 

2. Gent. A fight of griefe and horrour. 

1. Gent. It is a piece of the extremed luftice 
That euer Memory can Regifter. 

2. Gent. I, in a Father. 

I. Gent. Oh, I pray forbeare, 
The time is full of danger euery-where. [Exeunt. 

Enter Lifander, and the Guard. 

Li/. Good gentle friends, before I leaue the Land, 
Suffer me to take my lad fare -well 
Of my owne deareft deare Leonida. 
Accept this poore reward : would time permit 
I would more largely recompence your loues. (briefe. 

I. Gua. You haue preuail'd, my Lord, but pray bee 
We are inioyn'd by ftrift Commiffion, 
To fee you fliipt away this prcfent tyde. 

Lif. Indeed, I will. 



1 . Gua. Then here you may behold 
All that is left of faire Leonida. 

Lif, Oh 

2. Gua. How fare you, Sir. 
Lif. Oh, Gentlemen, 

Can you behold this facred Cabinet, 

Which Nature once had made her Trcafurie ? 

But now broke ope by facrilegious hands, 

And 
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And not let fall a teare : jfou are vnkind. 
Not Marble but would wet at fuch a fight. 
And cannot you ? [oh] ftrange (hipiditie I 
Thou meere Relike of my deareft Saint I 
Vpon this Altar I will facrifice 
This ofiering, to appeaze thy mufd'red Ghoft. 

I. Gua, Reftraine, my Lord, this Pa/lion ; we lament 
As much as you, and grieue vnfaynedly 
For her vntimely lolTc. 



Li/. As much as I ? Oh, 'tis not pofliUc 
You temporize with forrow : mine's fincere^ 
Which I wiU manifeft to all the Worid. 
See what a beauteous forme (he yet rcta>'nes. 
In the dcfpi^ht of Fate, that men may fee. 
Death could not fcize but on her niortall parts : 
Her beautie was diuine and heaucnly. (Oiorl 

I. Gua. Nay, gvH>d my Lord, difpatch. the time's but 
Lif, Indeed, I y^\\\, to make an end of time : 
For I ca'i h'uo no !v»n^er, fince that fhc. 
For wh»fe fake ondy I held truce with time. 
Hath left me dcfolate : no. diuineft louc. 
What liuing was deny'd vs. weele enioy 
In Immortalitie. where no Crucltie, 
Vndcr the forme of Iu;1ice, dare appcare. 
Sweet facred Spirit, make not too much hafte 
To the Elizian Fields ; ftay but awhile. 
And I will follow thee with fwifter fpeed. 
Then meditation : thus I fcale my vow. Kiffes. 

Me thinkes I feele frelh heat, as tf her foule 
Had re asjfura'd her fonncr feate 
To folemnize this blelTcd Vnion, 
In our laft confununation ; or elfe it itayes^ 
Awaj^in^ onelie for my companie : 
It does indeed, and I haue done thee wroag. 
To let thy heauenly ejes want me fo long : 
But nv^w I come, deare Loue. Oh, oh ! 

r Guu 
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1 . Gisa, What found was that ? 

2. Gua, Ohj we are all vndone, - 



The Prince has flaine himfelfe : what (hall we doe ? 

I. Gua, There is no way but one, let's leaue the Land : 
If we (lay heere, we (hall be fure to dye, 
And fuflfer for our too much lenitie. 
Though we are innocent 



2. Gua. Then hafte away : 
The doome weele execute vpon our (elues, 
And (hip with fpeed for Holland ; there, no doubt; 
We (hall haue entertaynment ; 
There are warres threatned betwixt Spain and them. 

I. Gua. Then let vs hoyfe vp fayle ; mercy receiue 
Thy foule to Heauen, Earth to Earth we leaue. Exeunt. 

Enter Atlanta, 
Atlan. What fpeftacle is this ? A man new (laine, 
Clofe by the Prince's Herfe ! Who is't ? Oh, me. 
The Noble Prince Lifandro. Cruell Fate, 
Is there no hope of life ? See, he looks vp. 
He beare him out of the ayre, and flop his wound : 
If there be any hope, I haue a Balme 
Of knowne experience, in effefting cures 
Almoft impofTible ; and if the wound 
Be not too deadly, will recouer him. Exit Lorenzo. 

Enter Aurelia and lago. 

lag. Deare Queene, haue patience. 

Aur. How, lago^ patience ? 
'Tis fuch a iinne, that were I guiltie of, 
I (hould defpayre of mercie. Can a Mother 
Haue all the bleflings both of Heauen and Earth ; 
The hopefull iflue of a thoufand foules 
Extinft in one, and yet haue patience ? 
I wonder patient Heauen beares fo long, 
And not fend[sl thunder to deftroy the Land. 

H The 
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Aur. Was euer Father fo vnmercifull ? 
But for that Monfter that was caufe of this, 
That blondie, cruell, and inhumane wretch, 
That flanderous Detraftor of our Sex, 
That Mifogynos, that blafphemous flaue ; 
I will be fo reueng'd. 



Enter Clowne. 

Ail, Madame, no more, he is not worth your wrath : 
Let me alone with him. 



Clow. Whift, do you heare ? 
Allan, How now, what art thou ? 



Chw, Not your Seruant, and yet a Meflenger ; 
No Seruingman, and yet an Vfher too. 

Atlan, What are you then, Sir? fpeake. 

Chw, That can refolue you, and yet cannot fpeake, 
I am no Foole, I am a Fencer, Sir. 

Aur. A Fencer, firrah ? ha, what Countrey-man ? 

Cloiv, This Countrey-man, forfootli, but yet borne in 
England. 

Aur, How ? borne in England, & this Countrey-man ? 

Clow, I haue bin borne in many Countreyes, Madame, 
But I thinke I am bed to be tliis Countrey-man, 
For many take me for a (illy one. 

Aur. For a filly one? 

Clow. I, a filly one. 

Allan. Oh, Madame, I haue fuch welcomeneiTe ! 

Aur. For me, what is*t ? 

Allan. The ba)rtes of women haue preuented vs. 
And hee has intrapt himfelfe. 

Aur. How, by what accident ; 

Allan. Loue, Madame, loue, read that \giues a leller. 

Aur. How's this ? 
' To the mod wife and vertuous Amazon, 
Chiefe pride and glorie of the Female Sex.' 

H2 A 



6i 



~ Z. % wC 



• « • IB. • ' 



1 »- JL 



* - — 



— •-• ^^r-*,-, t»-«'C 

^ r. — r ^ r. .1 c Ji, x'Citfit, 

'.- Exi!w :'r::r. our La::J ^ \V!:at. no man fpeake ? 

Mv 



Arraigned by Women. 

My Lords, whence fpriogs this alteration ? 

Why (land you thus amaz'd ? Methinks your eyes 

Are fixt in Meditation ; and all here 

Seeme like fo many fencelefle Statues, 

As if your foules had fuffer*d an eclipfe, 

Betwixt your iudgements and afTedlions : 

Is it not fo ? 'Sdeath, no man anfwers ? 

lago^ you can tell : I'me fure you faw 

The execution of Leonida. 

Not yet a fillable ? If once agen 
We doe but aske the queftion, Death tyes vp 
Your foules for euer. Call a Headf-man there. 
If for our daughter this dumbe griefe proceed, 
Why flioulld not We lament as wel as you ? 
I was her father ; whofe deare life I priz'd 
Aboue mine owne, before fhe did tranfgreflfe : 
And, could the Law haue fo bin fatisfi'd. 
Mine fliould ha' paid the ranfome of her cryme. 
But, that the World (hould know our equitie, 
Were (he a thoufand daughters (he (hould die. 

lag. I can forbeare no longer. Then (Sir) know, 
It was about that time, when as the Sunne 
Had newly climbed ouer the Eafterne hits, 
To glad the world with his diurnall heat ; 
When the fad mintfters of luftice tooke 
Your daughter from the bofome of the Queene 
Whom now (he had inftrufled to receiue 
Death's cold imbraces with alacritie : 
Which (he fo well had learn'd, that fhee did ftriue, 
Like a too forward fchoUer, to exceed 

Her Teacher's doftrine, 

So cheerefully (he went vnto the Block, 
As if (hee'd paft vnto her nuptiall bed. 
And as the trembling Bride when flie efpies 
The Bridegroome haftily vnclothe himfelfe, 
And now beginning to approch the bed, 

H 3 Then 
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A promiflng indu6lioii : what's within t 
* Magnanimous Ladie, maniell not, 
That your once Aduerfary do*s fubmit himfelfe 
To your vnconquer'd beautie/ 
Atlan, Cunning flaue. 

Auk * Rather impute it to the power of loue, 
Whofe heauenly influence hath wrought in me, 
So (Irange a Metamorphofls.' 

Atlan, The very quinteflence of flatterie. (dayes, 

Aur. * In fo much, I vow hereafter, to fpend all my 
Deuoted to your feruice ; it fliali be 
To expiate my former blafphemies : 
My deflre is (hortly to vifit you/ 

Allan, It fhall be to your coft then. 

Aur, 'To make teftimony of my hearty contrition : 
Till when and euer I will protcd my felfe 
To be the conuerted Mifogynijl' 

Allan. Ha ha, ha, why, this is excellent! 
Beyond imagination. 



Aur. You mud not flip this opportunitie. 

Allan, He not let pafle a minute : his owne man 
He make an indrument to feed his follies 
With a kind acceptance, and when he comes. 
Let me alone to plot his punifliment 

Aur. Excellent Allanla^ I applaud thy wit. 

Allan. He make him an example to all men. 
That dares calumniate a woman's fame. 
Attend an anfwere, He reward thee well. 

Chw. I thanke your Madame-fliip, Ime glad o'this. 
Tis the bed hit that euer Fencer gaue. Exeunt. 

Enter Atticus, lago, Sforza, and Nicanor. 

A II. How tooke the Girle her death i did (he not raue } 
Exclaime vpon me for the luftice done 
By a iuft Father ? how tooke Napl^ fonne 
His Exile from our Land ? What, no man fpeake } 

My 
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My Lords, whence fprings this alteration ? 

Why fland you thus atnaz'd ? Methinks your eyes 

Are fixt in Meditation ; and all here 

Seeme like fo many fenceleffe Statues, 

As if your foules had fuffer'd an eclipfe, 

Betwixt your iudgements and af!e£lions : 

Is it not fo ? 'Sdeath, no man anfwers ? 

lago, you can tell : Fme fure you faw 

The execution of Leonida. 

Not yet a fiUable ? If once agen 
We doe but aske the queftion, Death tyes vp 
Your foules for euer. Call a Headf-man there. 
If for our daughter this dumbe griefe proceed, 
Why fhouUd not We lament as wel as you ? 
I was her father ; whofe deare life I priz'd 
Aboue mine owne, before (he did tranfgreffe : 
And, could the Law haue fo bin fatisfi'd, 
Mine (hould ha' paid the ranfome of her cryme. 
But, that the World (hould know our equitie, 
Were (he a thoufand daughters (he (hould die. 

lag. I can forbeare no longer. Then (Sir) know, 
It was about that time, when as the Sunne 
Had newly climb'd ouer the Eafteme hils, 
To glad the world with his diurnall heat ; 
When the fad minifters of luftice tooke 
Your daughter from the bofome of the Queene 
Whom now (he had inftru£led to receiue 
Death's cold imbraces with alacritie : 
Which (he fo well had learn'd, that (hee did ftriue, 
Like a too forward fcholler, to exceed 

Her Teacher's doftrine, 

So cheerefuUy (he went vnto the Block, 
As if (hee'd paft vnto her nuptiall bed. 
And as the trembling Bride when (lie efpies 
The Bridegroome haftily vnclothe himfelfe. 
And now beginning to approch the bed, 
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Then (he beg^n to quake and (hrinke away, 

To (hun the reparation of that head, 

Which is imaginary onely, and not realL 

So, when (he faw her Executioner 

Stand readie to ftrike out that fatall blow, 

Nature, her fraxltie, and the alluring world, 

Did then b^in to oppofe her conflancie : 

But (he, whofe mind was of a nobler frame, 

Vanqui(h'd all oppofitions, and imbrac'd 

The ftroke with courage beyond Woman's ftrengtii ; 

And the laft words (he fpoke, faid, I reioyce 

That I am free'd of Father's tyrannie. 

Attic. Forbeare to vtter more. Wc are not pleas'd 
With thefe vnpleafing accents : Leaue the world 
So cheerefully, and fpeake of tyrannie : 
She was not guiltie fure. We'ie heare no more. 

la^. Sir, but you (hall : (ince you inforc*d me fpeake, 
I will not leaue a fiUable vntold. 
You ask't if Naples fonne were bani(h'd too ? 
Yes, he is bani(h'd euer from the fight 
Of mortall eyes againe ; for he is dead. 

Nic. Lifandro dead ! By what occafion .' 

lag. I icome to anfwer thee. The King (hall know. 
It was his chance vpon that haple(re houre. 
To pa(re that way, condufled by his gard, 
Towards his banifliment ; where he l^held 
The wofull obie£l of the Prince(re head : 
There might you fee loue, pittie, rage, defpaire, 
Afling together in their feuerall (hapes ; 
That it was hard to iudge, which of all thofe 
Were mod predominant. At laft, defpaire 
Became fole Monarke of his paflions. 
Which drew him to this error : Hauing got 
Leaue of his gard to celebrate his vowes, 
Vnto that precious relique of his Saint, 
Where hauing breath'd a mournful! Elegie, 
After a thoufand fighs^ ten thou(and grones, 

SUU 
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Still crying out, Leonida^ my loue ! 
Then, as his death were limited by her^s, 
He facrifiz'd his life vnto her loue : 
For there (vnluckily) he flew himfelfe. 

Sfor. The King's difpleas'd, my Lord. 

lag. No matter : I'me glad I touch'd his confcience 
To the quicke. Did 3rou not fee 
How my relation changed his countenance, 
As if my words ingendred in his breft 
Some new^bred paflions ? 



Sfor, Yes, and did obferue 
How fcarefully he gaz'd vpon vs all : Enter Queene, 
Pray heauen it proue not ominous. lag. The Queene ! 

Quee. Where is this King? this King? this tyrant? He 
That would be cald The iuft and righteous King, 
When in his adlions he is mod vniuft ; 
Beyond example, cruell, tyrannous ? 
Where is my daughter ? Where's Leonida ? 
Where is Lufippus too, my firft borne hope ? 
And where is deare Lorenzo ? dead ? all dead ? 
And would to God I were intomb'd with them, 
Emptie of fubftance. Curfe of Soueraigntie, 
That feed'ft thy fancie with deluding hopes 
Of fickle (hadowes ; promifmg to one, 
Etemitie of fame ; and vnto all. 
To be accounted wife and vertuous, 
Obferuing but your Lawes and iuft decrees ; 
That vnder fhew of being mercifuU, 
Art moft vnkind, and cruell : nay, 'tis true. 
Goe where thou wilt, ftill will I follow thee. 
And with my fad laments ftill beat thy eares, Exit King. 
Till all the world of thy iuftice heares. and Qu. 

Nic. This Phyfick works too ftrongly,and may proue a 
deadly potion. Sforza, good my Lord, if any anger be 
'twixt you and I, let it lye buried now ; and let's deuife 
fome paftime to fuppreiTe this heauinefle. A melancholy 
King makes a fad Court. 

lag. 



65 




SWETNAM. 

Mif, You know my mind 

Allan. You men are all To fickle, that poorr we 

Doe not know whom to tnift. 

But do you loue me tniely ? 

Afif. By this kifle. 

AtL No, faue that labour. Sir : lie take your word 
Yet, how fliould I beleeue you, when To late 
You rail'd againft our Sex, and dander d vs ? 

Afif. Oh doe not thinke of that, that's done and gone. 
Doe not recall what s paiL I now recant : 
And (by this hand) I love thee truly, Loue. 

AtL May I beleeue all this? 

Afif, Come hither, Swajh. 
How often haue I fwome to thee alone, 
I Iou*d this Lady : neucr none but fliee ? 

Swa. Yes truely, that he has. 

Mi/. You may be proud, I tell you, of my loue^ 
There is a thoufand Women in this Towne, 
To imbrace me, would clap their hands for ioy. 
And run like fo many wild Cats 

Swa. That they would, 
I dare be fworn for vm. 

And hang about him Uke fo many Gitch-poles» 
He would ne*r get from vm, 
And yet this happinelTc is profer'd you. 

Atl. Which I cannot refufe : 
You haue, you know, fuch a preuayling tongue. 
No woman can deny you anything. (meet ? 

ATif, Why, that was kindly fpoke. Where fliall wee 

AtL Hearkc in your earc. Fie tell yoa 

Alif. Bed of alL 

AtL But 

Afif. Doe you thinke me fuch a foole ? 

AtL Till then farewell : Tie fpeedily retume. [Ex, Atl. 

A ft/. Why law now, Swafti, I told thee (he would yeeld 
No woman in the world can hold out long. 

Oh 
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Oh beware when a man of Art courts a woman. 

Swa. I, or a Fencer, Sir : We lay vm flat before vs, 
But, pray you tell me, Mafter, Doe you loue 
This Laffe fincerely ? 

Mif, Ha, ha, ha[!] Loue ? that were a ieft indeed, 
To pafle away the time for fport, or fo ; 
Th'are made for nothing elfe : 
And he that loues vm longer, is a foole. 

Swa, Me thinkes 'tis pittie to delude her, Sir : 
rfaith (he's a handfome wench. 

Mif. Away, you Afle. 
Delude ? what are they good for elfe } 

Enter Atlanta. 
She comes againe. Out of the Orchard, Swajh. 
Welcome, Sweetheart. 

Atl. Are you in priuate. Sir. 

Mif, There's not an eye vnder the Horizon 
That can behold vs ; if Sufpicion tell, 
rie beat her blind as euer Fencer was. 

AtL Sir, now you talke of Fencing, I heare you 
Profeffe that noble Science. 

Mif Tis moft true. 

Atl, I loue you. Sir, the better ; 'tis a thing 
I honour with my heart If any one 
Should fcandalize or twit me with your loue, 
You can defend my fame, and make fuch men 

Mif Creepe on their knees, aske thee forgiuenefle, 
Or any other bafe fubmiflion. 

Atl. Oh, what a happinefle (hall I inioy ! 
But can you doe this if occafion feme ? 

Mif Would fome were here to make experience. 
That thou might'ft fee my skill. 

AtL Sir, that will I. Stnfc^s] Mm. 

Mif How's this ? 

Atl, Impudent flaue, 

How dar'ft thou looke a woman in the face, 

I 2 Or 
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Or commence loue to any : Specially to mee ? 
Thou know'ft I'me vow'd thy publique enemie, [stilL 
Which this, and this, and this Ihall teftifie. [Strikes kim 

Mi/. Oh that I had a weapon, thou (houldft know, 
A thoufand women could not (land one blow. 
From my vnconqaered arnie. 

Atl. That (hall be tride. 
rie fit you. Sir, in your owne element 
I thinke thou dareft not looke vpon a fword. 
See, there's a foyle : 1 will but thumpe you, Sir, 
Thy life's referu'd vnto a worfe reuenge. \Pl^> 

Mi/. OIl Some Deuil's enterd in this Idol fure. 
To make mee misbelieue. Oh[!] 

AtL Cowardly flauc A Fencer? you[r] a Fidlcr. 
He cannot hold his weapon, 

Gard his breft ; no. nor defend a thrult Ait not afham'd 
Thus to difgrace that noble exercife ? 

Mi/ Oh : Hold, hold ; I yeeld, I yeeld. 

AtL Has our Countrie meats fed you fo higfa» 
You needs muft haue a Hale for your bafe luft ? 
I'le fatiate your fences ere I liaue done : 
And fo much for your feeling : For your tafte. 
You haue had fufficient in your fweet-meats. Sir : 
Your drinke too was perfum'd to pleafe your finelL 

Mi/ I, but 1 haue had but fowre fauce to vm. 

Atl. Why then the Prouerbe holds. Now for your 
Madame, Come forth, and bring your followers, (fight, 

Ent^r all the IVinmem. 

Mi/ Tde rather fee fo many Cockatrices. 
Oh that my eyes might be for euer fliut. 
So that I might ne*r behold thefe CrocadilSw 

Aur, \\liere*s this bawling Bandog ? 

Onmes. Here, here, here, here. 

Mi/ Murder, murder, murder. Tme betraid. 
I (hail be tome in pieces. Murder, ho[r} 

Atir- 
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A»r. Is this the do^ed Humorift that cals 
Himfelfe the woman-hater ? 

Mif. On my kncea. 

Aur. Doflthou reply, vile MonAer? Bindehim,come. 

Old W. Let me come to him, lie ia mumble him. 

Aur. Remember fatre Leonida my child, 
Whofe innocence was made a Sacrifice 
To tliy bafe Forgeries and SophiRrie. 

Ontftes. Out, you abominable RafcalL 

Aur, This for your hearing. Sir: now all is full. 

Mif, Ladies, Gentlewomen, fweet Atlanta, all, 
Heare me but fpeake. 

Lor. No, not a fyllable. 

Youhauefpokc to[o] mutch alreadie, you damn'd Rogue, 
But weelc reward you for't. Skrew his tawes. 

Mi/. Oh, oh, oh[i] 

Aur. Now, thou inhumane wretch, what punilhment 
Shall we inuent fuflicient to inflift, 
According to the height of our reuenge ? 

Omnes. Let's teare his limmes in pieces, loynt from 

Mi/. Oh. oh[!] (ioynt 

Scold. Three or foure paire of Pincers, now rod hot, 
Were excellent. 

Lor. Will not our Bodkings ferue ? 

Aur. Hang him, Slaue, fliall he die as noble a death 
As Cce/ar did ? No, no : pinch him, pricke him, 

A Boy. I haue fmall Pins enow to ferue vs alL 

Scold. We cannot wifh for better : take him vp, 
And bind him to this Poft 

Lor. Faith, Poft and Pair^ as good a Game as can be. 

Aur. Come, let's to't, 
Shuffle the Cards, and leaue out all the Knaues. 

Atl. No, the Knaues in at Polt, and out at Paire. 

Aur. Shall it be fo ? Agreed ? Deale round. 

I 3 Scold. 
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Scold. Firft, ftake. 

Mif Oh, oh, oh, oh[!] 

AtL Paffc 

Aur. PalTe. 

£^. Nay, rie not paffe it fo. Mi/. Oh, oh[n 

A Bey. Faith, He be in too. 

Mi/. Oh[!] 

Ent^ itvo Old Womtn and Swa/h. 

Aur. Againe, for me too, I will vye it Mi/ OhH 

Atl. And for me, He not deny it Mi/ Oh !^ 

Lor. He fee you, and revy't agen. Mi/ Oh, oh[! 

Scold. For your two, lie put in ten« Mi/ Oh, oh, oh, 

Aur. How now ? ftay, who's this ? (oh, oh[r| 

Swa/h. I could not find the way out of the Orchard, 
If I (hould ha* bcene hang'd, but fell into thefe 
Old Women's mouthes : but the bcft is, 
They had no teeth to bite me ; but my Grandame heere 
Scratches mod deuilliflily. 

Atl. Here's a Whelpe of the fame Litter too. 
Come hither, Sirrah, doe you know this man ? 

SwaOi, Yes, forfooth, I know him, 
He was my Mafter once, for Avant of a better. 

Lor. Then you were one of his Confederates, Sir. 

Suuijh, I his Confederate ? I defye him. 
He knowes I ahvayes gaue him gvxxl counfell. 
If he had had the grace to follow it ; 
Here he is himfelfe, let him deny't if he can. 

Mi/ Oh, oil, oh[!j 

Sicajh. Did not I euer fay, Mafter take heed, 
Wrong not kind Gentlewomen, 
Honeft louing women ? Many a time 
Haue I beene beaten by him biacke and blue, 
For looking on a woman ; is t not true ? 

Mi/ Oh, oh[!] 

Su*ayh. You fee his bringing vp. 

To 
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To make a mouth at all this companie. 

Aur, This is an honed fellow ; he (hall efcape. 
Sirrahy thou lou'ft a woman ? 

Swajh. I with all my heart. 

Scold. He lookes as if he did. 

Atl. Well, ftand afide, weele imploy you anon : 
Forbeare your tortors yet, fomething is hid, 
That we muft haue reueal d, and he himfelfe 
Shall be his owne accufer : you all know, 
He hath arraign'd vs for inconftancie : 
But now weele arraigne him, and iudge him too : 
This is woman's counfell : Madame, we make you 
Ladie Chiefe luftice of this Female Court, 
Miftris Recorder, I. Loretta^ you, 
Sit for the Notarie : Crier^ (he : 
The reft (hall beare inferior Offices, 
As Keepers, Seriants, Executioners. 

SwaJh. Ide rather be a Hangman then a Seriant : 
Yet there's no great difference, if one will not, 
Tother mu(i 

Atl, Mother, goe you and call a lurie full 
Of which y'are the fore-woman. 

I. Old W. Thanke you forfooth, He feteh one prefently: 
'Tis fit he (hould be fcratcht, and pleafe your Grace : 
Sure, he is no man. 

A tl We want a Barre. O, thefe two foyles (hall feme : 
One ftucke i' the Earth, and crofTe it from this Tree. 
Now take your places, bring him to the Barre, 
Sirrah, vngag him. 

SwaJh, Let him be gag'd ftill : 
Then you are fure what e'r you (ay to him. 
He cannot contradift you. 

AtL Pull it out. 

SwaJh, Doe not bite, y'ad beft. 

Mif. Oh, that I were a Serpent for your fakes, 
Bearing a thoufand ftings. 

Aur, 
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Aur. Worfe then thou art, 
Thou canft not wifli to be, abortiue wretch. 
Bring him to the Barre. 

Swq/k You'Id not be rul'd by nie : I told you o' this, 
And now you fee what followes, 
Hanging's the lead, what-euer followes that 

Aur. Clarke of the Peace, 
Read the Indiflment 

ScoU, Silence in the Court. 

Swa/k. Silence? & none but women? That were ftrange! 

Lor. Mifogynos, hold vp thy hand 

Swa/k. His name is Swetnam, not Mifogynos. 
That's but a borrowed name. 

Mif. Peace, you Rogue, Will you difcouer me ? 

Aur, Sxvetnam is his name. 

Sivajli. I, lofeph Swetnmn, that's his name, forfooth ; 
lofeph the lew was a better Gentile farre. 

Lor. Then lofeph Swetnam^ alias MifogynoSf 
Alias Molafiomus. alias the Woman-hattr. 

Swajh. How came he by all thefe names ? 
I haue heard many fay, he was ncuer chriften'd. 

Lor. Thou art here indifled by thefe names, that thou. 
Contrary to nature, and the peace of this Land, 
Haft wickedly and malicioufly flandred. 
Maligned, and opprobrioufly defamed the duill focietie 
Of the whole Sex of women : therefore fpeake^ 
Guiltie, or not guiltie. 

Afif. Not guiltie. 

S\cajh. Hum. 

OmHis. Not guiltie. 

Mif. No, not guiltie. 

Aur. Dareft thou denie a truth fo manifeft ? 
Didft thou not lately both by word, and deed, 
Publifh a Pamphlet in difgrace of vs, 
And of all women>kind ? 

yfif 
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Mif. No, no, no, not I. 

Swajh, Hum. 

AtL Calling vs tyrannous, ambitious, cruell ? 

Aur. Comparing vs to Serpents, Crocodiles, 
For Diflimulation, Hiends for Subtilties, 
Such like ? 

Lor, And farre worfe : 

That we are all the Deuil's agents, to feduce man agen ? 

Scold, That all our iludies are but to delude 
Our credulous Husbands. 

Mif, I denie all this. 

SwaJh, Hum. 

Lor, Nay more. 
Thou doft affirme, without diftinftion. 
All married Wiues are the Deuil's Hackneyes, 
To Carrie their Husbands to Hell. 

Aur, Inhumane Monfter, haft thou neu'r a Mother,^ 

SwaJh. No, forfooth, he is a Succudus, begot 
Betwixt a Deuill and a Witch. 

Mi/, If I did any fuch, let it be produced. 

A tl. Bring in the Books for a firme Euidence, 
And bid the lurie giue the Verdift vp. 

Enter two Old Women, 

Old W. Guiltie, guiltie, guiltie. 
Guiltie of Woman-flander, and defamation. 

Ail, Produce the Bookes, and reade the Title of vm. 

Lor, "The Arraignment of idle, froward. 
And vnconftant women." 

Aur, What fay you, Sir, to this ? 

Mif, Shew me my name, and then He yeeld vnto*L 

Aur, No, that's your policie and cowardife, 
You durft not publifh, what you dar'd to write ; 
Thy man is witneffe to't : firrah, confeffe, 
Or you ftiall eu*n be feru'd of the fame fawce. 

K Swafh, 
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Mi/, Is that the word ? there will not one be found 
In all tlie Citie. 

Ontnes. Out, you lying Rafcall[!] Forbeare a little. 

Atlan, Then he (hal be whipt quite thorow the Land, 
Till he come to the Sea-Coaft, and then be (hipt. 
And fent to liue amongft the Infidels. 

Ontnes. Oh, the Lord preferue your Grace. 

Lor. Oh, oh, oh[!] 

Aur. Call in his Bookes, 
And let vm all be bum'd and caft away, 
And his Arraignment now put i' the Preffe, 
That he may liue a (hame vnto his Sex. 

Atlan. Sirrah, the charge be yours : which if you faile, 
You fhall be vs'd fo too : if well performed, 
You fliall be well rewarded. Breake vp Court 

Omnes. Away, you bawling Maftiffe. 

Clow. Pifh, pilh. Exetmt. 

Enter Atticus, Sforza, Nicanor, and one or 

two Lords more. 

King. Why do you thus purfue me ? Can no place 
Shelter a King from being bayted thus 
With Acclamations beyond fufferance 
Of Maieftie, or mortall ftrength to beare ? 
We will indure't no longer. Where's our Guard ? 
Where is Aurelia ? where's I ago gone ? 
To ftudie new Inuefliues } If agen 
They dare but vtter the lead fyllable. 
Or fmalleft ti[t]Ie of inueteracie, 
They fliall not breathe a minute. Muft a Prince 
Be checkt, and fchooled, purfued and fcolded at, 
For executing luftice ? 

Nic. Royall, Sir. 
Be pleafed, to caft away thefe Difcontents. 
lagds forrie for his bold oiTence. 

K2 The 
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Arraigned by Wotnen, 

Enter Nicanor. 

Nic, Now they are readie. 

King. Let vm enter then. 
Come fit by vs, Nicanor, and defcribe 
The meaning as they enter. 

Enter lago and the Queene. 

lag. Heere your Grace 
May vndifcouered fit, and viewe the Maske, 
And fee how *tis affefled by the King : 
I know, 'twill nip him to the verie foule. 
The Maskers. Enter Mufike, dance. 

Nic. He that leads the Dance, 
Is called wilfuU Ignorance. 

King. The next that pryes on euery fide, 
As if feare his feet did g^ide, 
Is held a wretch of bafe condition, 
He is titled Falfe Sufpition. 

Nic. The third is of a bolder Faflion, 
But more deadly, 'tis Detraftion. 
The laft is Crueltie, a King that long, 
In feeming good, did facred luftice wrong. 

King. This Moral's meant [for] me : by heauen it is, 
By Heauen, indeed : for nothing elfe had power 
To make me fee my Follies : I confeffe, 
'Twas wilfuU Ignorance, and Selfe-conceit, 
Sooth'd with Hypocrifie, that drew me firft 
Into fufpition of my Daughter's loue. 
And call'd it Difobedience : Falfe Sufpe£l, 
'Twas thou pofieft me, that Leonida 
Was fpotted and vnchafte. 

Nic. So, now it workes. 

King. And then Detraftion prou'd a deadly Foe. 

lag, I knew 'twould take effeft. 

Aur. Moft happily. 

K 3 King 
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SWETNAM, 

/. I am that King did lacred luftice wrong, 
Vnder a (hew of luftice ; now *tis plaine» 
It was my crueltie, not her defert. 
That facrific'd my Child to pallid Death. 
Lifandro flew himfclfe, but t not he 
Muft anfwer for that guiltlefle bloud was fpilt : 
For I was Authour on't, my Crueltie, 
Diuorcing two fuch Louers, was the eaofe 
That drew him to defpayre. How they all gaze, 
Whifper together, and then point at me, 
As if they here had being ! yes they haue : 
But it fliall proue a reftlefle bed for them. 
Why do they not b^n ? 

EntiT Ripentmnci, 

Nic. Belike they want fome of their companie. 
King. But ftay, who's that defcends fo profperoufly, 
With fuch fweet founding Mufike ? All obfenie. 

Mufike^ dance. 

See how the fplendor of that Maieftie 
That came from Heauen, hath difperft away 
Sufpition, Ignorance, and Crueltie, 
And inftantly o'rcome Detra^ion too : 
Thofe enemies to vertue, foes to man. 
Are vaniflit from my fight, and from my heart 
But let Repentance ftay. Ha, (hallow Foole, 
Doe I fo flightly bid her ? On my knees. 
She muft be followed, call'd and fu'd vnto^ 
And by continuall Prayers, woo*d, and wonne ; 
Which I will neuer ccafc, if not too late. 
I doe repent me, let this Sacrifice 
Make fatisfa£lion for thofe fore-paft Crimes 
My ignorant foule committed. 

Ripen. 'Tis accepted, imbrace me (reely, rife : 
Neuer too late to call vpon Repentance. 
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Arraigned by Women. 



Nic. I am trapt 



Oh the great Deuill I whofe deuice was this ? 
Now all will be reueal'd. I neuer dream't 
Vpon Repentance, I : but now I fee, 
Truth will difcouer all men's Trecherie. 

King, Liue euer in my bofome. What meanes this ? 

Enter Lorenzo, Lifandro, Leonida, a Sil- 

uan Nymph, 

Lor. If a filuan*s rude behauiour 
May not heere defpaire of fauour : 
Then to thee this newes I bring, 
Thou art caird the righteous King, 
And as Fame do's make report, 
Heere Hues luftice in thy Court : 
Know, that all the Happineffe 
I did in this World poffeffe, 
Was my onely Daughter, who 
Pan did on my age bellow ; 
She was named Claribell, 
Whom Palemon loued well : 
And fhe lou'd him as well againe ; 
So that notliing did remaine. 
But the tying Hymeris knot 
But it chanced fo, God wot, 
That an old decrepit man 
Moft prepoftroufly began. 
With flattring words to woo my Daughter, 
But being dill deny'd, he after 
Tum'd his love to mortall hate 
Claribell to ruinate ; 
Striuing to o'rpreffe her fame. 
With Luft, Contempt, Reproch, and Shame. 

Kin. What wouldft thou haue Vs doe ? 
Good Father, fpeake. 

Lor, This fellow hath fubbom'd a rout 

Of 
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Arraigned by Women. 

Thus I throw downe before your Highnefle feet. 

Att. My Sonne Lorenzo \ Oh, affift my Lords. 
The current of my ioy*s fo violent, 
It does oV-come my fptrits. Worthy fonne, 
Welcome from death, from bands, captiuitie. 

Aur. Welcome into my bofome as my foule. 

Princess], My princely Brother, could I adde a loue 
Vnto that dutie that I owe for life ; 
I am ingag'd vnto't, you are my life's Protcftor, 
And my Brother. 

Li/, And for a life I (land indebted too, 
Which He dctaync, onely to honour you. 

Omnes, And on our knees we mud this dutie tender 
To you our Patron, and our Fame's Defender. 

Rep, Behold the ioyes Repentance brings with hcr[!] 
Thy bleflings are made full in Heauen and Earth. 

Att, Was euer Father happier in a Sonne, 
Or euer Kingdome had more hopeful! Prince ? 
But in a loyall Subiefl, neuer King 
More bleft then we are : and the grace we owe, 
Though farr too poore for quittance, (hall make known, 
Thy loue and merit. Now we can difcerne 
Our friends from flattVers. Nicanor, as for you, 
But that this houre is facred vnto ioy. 
Thy life fhould pay the ranfome of Uiy guilt 

Nic. Your Grace's pardon. Twas not pride of ftate, 
But her difdaine, that firft infpir'd in me 
This hope of Soueraigntie. 

A tt. Well, we forgiue. 
Learne to Hue honeft now. Come, beautyous Queene, 
We hope that all are pleas*d : and now you fee, 
In vaine we ftriue to croiTe, what Heauens decree. 

FINIS. 
L 
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NOTES AND ILLUSTRATIONS. 



Title-page — On the 'Red Bull' and 'the late Queene's Seniants,' see our 

Introduction. 

Page 2 {verso of title-page), 1. 4, 'car/s* — stc, but as a mle, the apostrophe is 

not inserted, e.^., in L 4 it is *dayes' noi 'daye's.* Through* 
out in our reproduction it has been deemed expedient to insert 
it, but on reTision I notice two ot three instances where it has 
been inadvertently overlooked i 1. 6, ^ we are alt accused^^ viz., 
in Jo«eph Swetnam*s 'Arraignment,* &c.~on which and related 
books, pro and con^ see our Introduction ; 1. 10, *»»i' = 'em, 
!>., them — and so elsewhere in the Play; L 18, *A/larum 
Nomina^ — on the Spanish and Italian sources of the story of 
the Play in regard to Woman v, Man, see our Introduction. 
„ 3, I. *, */i^'» James (Spanish). 'lago' by itself makes us think of 
Othello ; bnt it is emptied of such suggestivencss when it is 
remembered that Yago, Itgo^ and Diego are ifanply oor 'James* 
— the two former early, and the last later Spanish ; 1. 4, punc- 
tuate (.) after 'Foe'; IL 1-4, sae Intfoduction on the tadt 
reminiscences of the lamented Prince Henry, son of James I.; 
L 18, I have placed a short stroke after * feared* in order 
to isolate the next line. I prefer the text of that next 
line as it is, though it has been suggestedto me to read 
'The King decays with,* &c. That were a positive state- 
ment, while really it was only 'fear'd*; last line. Hie 

stroke 1 have placed here (as elsewhere) to indicate 

that this line and the next at top of page 4, make one line ; 
and similarly the mailcings are meant to indicate that the 

two lines of separate speakers ought to have been printed so as 
to show that they make one line of verse. I hardly felt war- 
ranted to so print them ; bnt these markings will call the stu- 
dent-reader's attention to the places. In a £ew instances, 
where the division of a single line into two is self-evidently 
merely copyist's or printer's blundering, I have corrected 
silently. Dropped words, &c., I have filled in with [ ]; and 
so I have placed the right word beside a wrong one of the 
original — only the former to be read, e^., p. 8, 1. 15. 
„ 4, 1. 4. * ^^Deaih,^ &c. — meant as a quotation from the book which the 
king is reading, and hence I have denoted it by " " — and so 
elsewhere in the Play ; L 6, ' begun ' — we should say ' began'; 
bnt curiously enough 'begun' still flourishes across the Athintic. 
/.^., in Mark Twain's A Tramp Abroad (c. iii. Baker's Blue- 
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Jmf Yam) we dm rm^^**V9hm I finft A^fM to vndcnUiid 
lif kngiuigc," Ac., aad v>Jr9^mtniir\ L 8— -In the origintJ is 
prfancd with 'for tho«^ I die,* aftet *h«M end.* Since re- 
atnoghig it 9^ in text, I nn led to qiier)r wbtther the rhyme- 
wordft * die * and * memorie ' do aot point to a dropped line 
ihymtac wMi 'end/ or peihapf 'For though I die^' haA beat 
better left as a (probably) hitended I nciipkte Hne ; L I2 — 
btra and ebewhert I mark by the long^ stroker a paoae ; L 16, 
pnnctnate period (.) after *ktag'; 1. 17. '3. Z«p>i/* b mt^mnted 
hi the original '3. Lonli,' which makes nonaense. I supply 
* Sfbrau* as the contest shows he was the *k«d,* butitshooM 
have been m UoHci \ IL a$*^ '<^Fi!Q^,'ftc.-^ first of several 
remarkable HU that riae &r above the onhnaiy h>w ItvcL See 
oar Introduction. 
Page 5, L 3— >I panetmUe semi<olott <s> for comma (») after *ftuilts,' to denote 

that IL 4-5 inlrodnce a new thought ; L 6» 'A^V'b ddsyed ; 
L lOk 'i«/il'— misprinted *h«l* in theorigteal ; L la, I punc- 
toate .—after *liuing»' to show that the mere expressioo of the 
thought leads the king in his sorrow off at once to new 
nttefanocs of his despairing grief; L I9--Iadd 'Exitl^k.* So 
eUewhere occasionally ; I. as — ow mispriat of ' Nicano' for 
'Nicaoor*! L a (from bottomK 'iMw'« ascertain or get to 
know. 

9, 6^ I. 37-*- 1 place the stroke after 'dead* to show that the kfa^ in his 
anxiety intamipts him t 1« 5 (ftcn bottom), ^Lepamtkmm battle' 
— Lepanto was fought in 1571, to that if it had been intended 
there would have been an historical iacoodatcocy in introducing 
it into a Play written after 1617 ; but it ia naed adjectivdy, not 
nominally, and ao is « the Lepanto*iike hattk: But see on- 
ward, p. 16^ L 9 (from bottom)^ 

„ 7, L I— the original auqvhits 'the the Names'; L aa. I punctnate 
'lone. Gine ' for '; gine.' to show that the kjng now addresses 
another; 1. a$, '/T m im mmdbr/ftc— asUt on thethneim 
which this Pls^ was acted. 

,, 8» L 15— Isupply [him] = ananswer tohim,L/.. iMtcadol 'his»'thoagh 
of comae both are not In be read ; L 27, 'hhe' is miqwinied 
'line* in the origmal; L 33* '/Mrriii^'HB obtain whence in 
their slang, tibievcs naed 'pnrdiaae' for that wUch Ifaey had 
obtained ^ booty — an appeopriatioB by them of a use then in 
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9,13, 'MM«<m^^Mbr'a«'AitmgiMncnt»''ftc.; slidl, '/f^T-^pnb- 
hshed; L 7, '^^wMr CsaMi'»canyingshot of I7>n)s.; L 9— 
original onsprinU 'in' belbre Mi s u g uij i su — deleted, as reqaired 
by aenae and metre ; L 11. 'A|#^*— < have thas printed the 
original's simple * Pulie * to indkate his breatUesncsi, and needed 

diayllableahBilarly lend in nest Une; L la; Tm*— mii|iriiitcd 
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'I am' in tlK original -^a sbnihur want of abbreriation occnn 
to» frequently in this PI^» but see Introdttction on this ; 1. 15, 
*i0f^'-*a hunting torn »« beslavered with foam ; 1. 25, ^for* 
» against yon, or seekkg for you ; L 31, ^Btgtns to Strip* — 
oar insertioii. 
i^ X<N L 8, '^^/|^'-*-a still ^k phrase; 1. XO^ '04/ Ac— see our In- 
trodnction for the several books in answer to Swetfiam ; 11. I2- 
i6'~Tiz,y his * Arraignvtent^^ &&— the popalarity of which 
was prodigious ~ see our Introduction; 1. 34, * Fencing' — 
Swetnam tanght ' Fencing ' in Bristol *- see our Introduction ; 

I. 30 «^ the author of the Play in guiae of the Clown has a 
woold^be facetioosaess on Myfogenos aa ' Sodden nose.' 

H tiy L 7, *Pu$uto * — properly ' Punto * (Italian) =« a thnist or foin ; II. 10- 

II, misprinted in original as one line, though the Printer's 
capital for 'W in ' What ' shewed a new line; 1. \1^ *fnaf> 
teridfft* — foe for the quarter; L 14, *garm/h* — seems to be 
nsed for the Usher's fees, the word being commonly used for 
the foes paid by a prisoner on entering a gaol ; IL 25-6 — in 
original 1. 25 ends with 'now '^-corrected ; 1. 28, 'Callis Sandt ' 
» sands of Cahua — then as still a favorite place for duelling ; 
L 5 (from bottom), *fomigki^ — our misprint for 'fortnight'; 
1. 4 (from bottom), ^Promofi'*^^ degree or rank in the mysteries 
of the noble art. 

„ is; L 20, 'Cn/Zfny'fc^ strong broths well stnined. Vide Nares, s.v, 
' Caudle ' is sttil used in Devon, says Halltwell, for any slop ; 
which was nearly its meaning in olden times. Jcrrold*s ' Mrs. 
Caudle ' has immortalized the word ; 1. 27, 'kijffing cau/es*^ 
the generic name of the various articles used to perfume and 
sweeten the breath, and so give cause for kissing. But query 
— kissing comfits, sl^., perfomed comfits, commonly used for 
those porposes? last line, * Marry m^ne^ tUl* — prophecy of 
Punch's iamous advice to those about to many — don't 

w i^, I ty, * $/ a/i IA4 IVorid wen Papery' Ac— see our Introduction for 
some curious and interesting and eariier parallels with this 
passage, 

„ 14* !• 5 (from bottom), ponctaate comma (,) after 'feat,' and next line 
comma (,) after 'Clemencie,' 

n IS* 1* ^ ' £*^i '^ misprinted ' Euen ' in original, but again see Introduc- 
tion; L 26, '/YrMiJi'aPyTanean? L 28, 'fiMtfA/'^qnited, 
requited. 

»f i^ L 9 (from bottom), * Lepanto* '^•a author's slip— 'Lepanthean' as 
befoie (p. 6^ L 5 from bottom^ would have saved it here alsa 

„ 18, 1. 18, punctuate comma (,) after 'defift,' and next line delete comma 
(>) after ' Refpecting'; 1. 4 (from bottom), */onnt of loiu*^ 
HcrcnleSi 
^ M I9b 1* h 'read tAis*=^tL letter, which, and not 'Loictta,' is 'kissed' in 
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„ 39, \. iS. '•_ .-,' ;u:-. ■.:-, ". -./. : '.. 29. •."••/:•■.■';■ :.V'— (here as in F 3. 1. 21) 
ihc * :::i " :> u-w : :: : in ::s r.e::.::ive but intensitive sen:»e. 
T"."..r^f. re Nve :. -v v.;;r. *r:.-.v -ur su;^p'.-i:i"n in Armin (p. 212, 
( n p. 97, 1. 0' -'..x/i-.^ ir.!j!i: h.ive used it r.s * un-parcx-likc* 
40, I. 3, '<,•//.'.";/.:.* .•".••. , Lrcr./.. .-."- caliir.g hiinsclf. 

43, I. S, Tl''.'''V :"j-'— c n tl.is Sr.ake-j-Larcan word see our Iniroduciion ; 
I. 20, * ^'ifjr/' — cuuraj^c. 

44, 1. 13 — place (1) not v?) after 'on,' albeit in the original it is *?,' and 
so CMr.tcmporaneously. Sinrllarly p. 45, 1. 8 (from bottom), «-/ 

fr-'qurr.t.r\ 1. 21, ' / 7%'.V /////.; ' — " In the North, the first party 
after an accoucb-i-merit,*' Halliwell, /.^., that which celebrates 
the first U['riiiiic; of the woman from bed ; ibid.j *goj)(ps^=--god' 
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Notes and Illustrations. 89 

fathers and god-motlicrs ; 1. 31, ^pJn knots^ — knots of hair, 
through which (as still) a pin was put to fasten it. 'BorderingSyi 
probably fringes of hair or of lace. 
I*^e 4Sf !• 9» '-^ Venus moU*= patching. 

46. 1. 3 (from bottom), punctuate comma (,) after 'out.' 

49, 1. 4, 7rtt^a//'= at different entrances, as before; 1. L4, *^ir*^'= quite. 

50, L 22 — ' Mantuan *— misprinted in original 'Mantua' — the famous 
Italian poet of the name contemporary. 

51, 1. 5, ^htad decapitaUd^ — oar insertion. See p. 64, 1. 1 1 (from bottom), 

for our authority ; but also Introduction. 
52, ^Peeris'* — printed 'Peeres* without apostrophe — shewing need of 
attending to this ; II. 5-6 — see Introduction on this splendid 
couplet 
»» 53» 1* 23, ' Quid ludi^ &c. — see Introduction on this dearly corrupt line ; 

also on the Greene-like * Song,* pp. 53-4. 
»> 55i ^' '7» * ^<w' ^^^ '^ i^cw/?/,* &c — such are actually Swetnam's words 
in his "Arraignment," &&, and so in the context. See our 
Introduction; 1. 2 (from bottom), ^fortcajl'* — query, misprint 
for * forced*? or 'forces* oddly spelled 'forcest* or 'forc't'? 
last line, *atjkarpe^= with unbatcd weapon, ue.^ in earnest I 
was beaten. 
57, 1. 5 fftom bottom), place (?) after * Sir.' 
61, 1. 5 (from bottom), ibid, after 'accident.* 

67, 1. 3 (from bottom), punctuate comma (,) after 'Catc&* 

68, 1. 17, punctuate period (.) after 'loue.* 
74, 11. 9 and 6 (from bottom), put (?) after 'guillie.' 
76, IL 1-24, biographical of Swetnam, if only we could get at the facts of 

his obscure life. 

A. B. G« 
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XXX. SWETNAM THE WOMEN-HATER. 
Since the issue of "Swetnam the Woman-Hater arraigned 
by Women" (1620), I have been fortunate enough to dis- 
cover a copy (believed to be unique) of Joseph Swetnam's 
book that was so earnestly desiderated, in the Douce collec- 
tion of the Bodleian. The book is composed of (a) Title- 
page; ip) Epistle-dedicatory to Prince Charles, Prince of 
Wales, pp. 4 ; (^) Epistle unto the Common Reader, pp. 14 ; 
(d) "Vnto all Professors of the noble and worthie art of 
defence," pp. 8 ; {e) Contents, pp. 2 ; (/) Treatise, pp. 198. I 
now give here the title-page and a number of characteristic 
and representative quotations. Certes these present him in 
a much more agreeable aspect than do the satires of the 
enraged Women. I have corrected only one misprint in 
these quotations, viz., ' important ' for ' importunate/ 

THE 

SCHOOLE OF THE NOBLE 

and Worthy Science of Defence. 

Being the fiHl of any Engliih-mans inuention which profeflTed the fayd 

Science; So plainly defcribed, that any man may quickly 

come to the true kncwledge of their weapons, with 

fmallpaines and little praeti/e. 

Then reade it aduifedly, and vfe the benefit thereof when occafion flial ferae, 

fo (halt thou be a good Common-wealth man, liue happy to thy felfe, 

and comfortable to thy fnend. 

Al/o many other good and profitable Precepts and Coun/ds for the managing of 

Quarrds and ordering thyfdfe in many other matters. 

Written by Ioskph Swxtnam. 

[Wood-cut of two men with swords.] 

LONDON, 
Printed by Nicholas Okbs 1617. 

TO THE HIGH AND 
MIGHTIE PRINCE CHARLES, 

Mod gracious and Noble Prince, the many great and kinde fauours which I 
receiued from the hands of your late Brother deceafed, vnto whom I was tutor 
in the ikill of weapons, to my no little credit, which makes me now tume 

backe to (hew my loue In a (mall meafure vnto your princely felfe 

By your Highne(re to be 
commanded fo long as 
I liue. 
lofeph Swetnam. 
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An E^JBi vmU tki f^mm^ Jtmdar. 

In fcUing out of * booke, fricadly Rcftder, this I know, thmt there if no 
better a thing to be obfenied then order, for e«cept there be an order in all 
things, all ninneth to confuTion ; bnt what doe I meane to taike of orders, 
which am no SchoUer, nor haoe no learning ; but only a little experience, 
which Codand natnre hath beftowed npoo roe. As it is Tnpoffible to bolkl a 
church without lyme or (tone, no more can a workman worke without toolcs, 
yet to anoide kUaielTe, fomething I will make of it, although I cannot make it 
found fo good a tune as I would, for want of learning, for I was ncoar at 
Oxford but while I baited my horfe ; nor at CamtMJ^ but while one Star- 
hridgt fidre lafled : wherefore if you doe examine mee concerning learning, I 
ihall anfwer you as the fellow did the gentleman, who aflung him the way to 
Lvnion, a poke full of plumbcs ftr faid he ; or as he which came from a 
Sermon was aiked what he heard there ; he Cud it was a good fermon, and the 
Preacher fpake well, but he could not tdl one word what he laid ; no more 
can I anfwer one word fcboUer-like or according to learning; yet both at 
Oscford and Cambridge I looked vpon the Schi^lers, and they looked wpoo me, 
and fo I became a little the older, but neuer the wifer ; 

The Prouerb laith cunning is no burthen, the fune month whidi at one 
time Uith, I will Uue quietly, for I will make no brawlcs with any, yet a 
another time he again will lay, (^ that I had skill, for then wold I be reoogcd 
on fndi a one that hath inlurioully wronged me. Therfore for fuch a canfe be 
prepared before hand, for if the King were fure that he OiOuM neoer hane 
wan, what neede had he then to prouide armour and weapons T . • • • • 

And I make no doubt but in tryall it will be no whit diAafting vnto thee ; 
for by experience I fpcake it that aboue all, Ikill is the key of the worke, as 
the eye to the body, or as the Captaine to the fouldiers, or the Pilot to the fiiip ; 
if the eye be darke in walking, the body fidleth, if the Captaine be ignorant, 
then doe the fonldiers march diforderiy, or if the Pilot be vnikilfoll, the Ihip 
failes in danger ; but as I was about to tell yen of a fort of logger-headed afts 
which forther more will peifuade their ^miliar friends, by telling them that 
ikill will doe them no goode, for when they hane learned IkHl and afterwards 
when they (hall haue occaffion to Tfe their weapons, then fuch dunces will lay 
that (kill will be forgoten & little thought Tpoo. Alfo they iay that a man 
with a fword will cut off thy rapier at one blow, but I fisy this is a moft 
cowardly kind of ignorftce, for if a ikiUnll man doe hold the rapier, it is not a 
hundred blows with a fword can do a rapier any harme, no although they light 
▼pon him. • 

I have but roocd at ikill in weapons, yet I am fere that I base (hot fo neere 
the marke that fome will account me for a good Archer, othcrwife they would 
neuer haue beene fo importunate with me to base me put my diredbons in 
writing \ and when it was in writing fo many defired Copies, that amoogil fo 
many friends I knew not which to pleafure firil, but efpcdally and abooe all 
the late high and mighty Prince Hmwy^ whom I wdl hoped that he ihould 
haue Uued to haut beene the ninth Henry and the tenth worthy of the world ; 
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for what did any of the other nine worthies doe, bnt this good Prince was as 
likely if he had lined to hane performed as mnch as any of them ; for what 
hath been done but may be done again. But I was abont to fay, this good 
Prince had the perufing of this book and eamefUy periwaded me to print it, 
but I had not leifure to finiih it before death vntimely tooke him away, to my 
griefe and many more, for the whole kingdome was nothing but mourning . . 

Neither doe I write this booke altogether to profit thofe in learning that 
which they before wanted, but only to get them and other willing minds a 
work which by arte and learning can better fwim through fuch a deepe riner 

than I can 

and go with this long entry into a little parlour, I leaue yon to him whofe feate 
is in heauen, and whofe foot-ftoole is the earth, And reil. 

Thine in the Lord, 

lo/eph Swdnatn* 
IfVnto all Profeflbrs of the Noble and vtorthis Art of Defence I fend greeting. 

Moil noble brethren by profeflion, and brethren in Chrift by Religion, wilh- 
ing all health and happines to all them of the noble Art or Science of Defence ; 
and as your profeffion is noble, fo in brotherly lone. I doe eanellly requeft 
you all to yfe it in that noble falhion, as the name or title requires, the ratlier, 
& for becaufe you are men, not onely noted and talked of^ but often looked on 
and more pointed at, than any other ordinary men are, of what profeifion 
foever. * . . . « 

And now (for examples fake) 1 thinke it not amifle to renew your remem- 
brance with the death of fome few of the Noble Science, becaufe I haue 
knowne their ends; and firft to beginne with that one of maider Turner, 
which (hould be the laft, he did not fo fpeedily kill John Dun, with a thruft 
in the eie, but he was as foone murthered afterwards, with a (hot of a Piflol ; 
for neither of them, after they had their deaths wound, fpake one word ; loe, 
by this you may fee, that fome hawkes are but a flight, and fome horfes are 
killed with a ioumie, and a man b but a fhotte ; but now, by reafon that 
Maiiler Turner, by his Tnlucky hand, thrufl out two or three eies, and becaufe 
none others are knowne to doe the like, it hath therefore bred an admiration in 
the ignorant and vulgare fort, infomuch, that generally they doe applande him 
with this commendation, faying that hee hath not left the like behind him, nor 
neuer will be the like again : But this is a great errour, in thinking fo, and 
farre deceived are they ; for I well knew Maiiler Turner by familiar acquain- 
tance, and therefore (to fpe<ike the right) he was a worthy fellow and deferued 
well, but yet I know many which can g^-te fo ncarc the eie as ever he could doe, 
if they fo lifted, as in this booke you Hiall fee many falfe thrufls at gencrall 
weapons, which may endanger any mans eies, if thofe which learn them doe 
carry enuious mindes, or if they were defirous to worke a man fuch a mifchiefe, 
but God forbid that any man fhould be fo ill minded. I will not fay, but that 
by chaunce fuch a thing may be done, and fo it may bee that Maider Turner 
did it more by chaunce, without any intention ; for fo fome do iudge of it : but 
if a man choppe a thrufl at the face, yet, by chaunce, he may hit the eie ; for 
no man is ccrtainc, that with the firfl thrufl he will hit the eie, but with prof. 
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ferixig many, by chance lie may : now the Tfie which we ought to make of this, 
is, to adiiife all men to take heed that they beare not a killtng heart, for then 
we Ihall haae no killing hand, as that example more of Henry AdUngton for 
killing his Masilcr John Denell, was hanged : Forlong he dmnke a pint of 
Acqoa ritae at one draught, and he fdl downe and died prefently : Westooat, 
for fome vnkindnefle receioed of his owne daaghter, he went into a wood ncare 
Perine in Cornwall, and there hanged himfelfe : Richard Caro, he died moft 
mifcrably of the French difeafc in an olde hoofe neare Plimmonth, althoogh he 
had a new fuite of clothes firom toppe to toe, yet he was fo loathfome a creature, 
^hat no bodie would let him harbour in his honfe, for port of hb body was 
rotten and (luncke aboue ground : alfo old Carter of Worcefter lay a long time 
ficke of a lingering difeafe, and being wome away to nothing but fldnne and 
bones, hee died in his bed : and fo of many more I could write, but it is not my 
intention to write a chronicle, and therefore thefe few (hall ferae for this time, I 
wrote it but onely to put yon in minde, that you may fo leade your lines daily 
and hourely, as if Death were cuen at your heeles, and lb to line as though you 
fiiottld Hoe for euer, always keeping fomething for a rainie day, as faith the 
ProTcrbe, that is to fay, for ficknefle, if God doe fend it, and for olde age when 
your aking bones doe rcfulie to perform that labour which the heart is willing 
to fet them to. 

Therefore I would wifh euery one, in his youth, to prouide and get him- 
felfe a homely home, and to fettle in one good towne or other ; for a 
rowling Hone gnthcrcth no Mofle, the Graihopper cannot line but in the 
graflfe, and the Salamander dieth if hee goe out of the fire ; therefore, fpend not 
thy time in travel 1 from place to place, but keepe thy homely home, and there 
bqginne thy fpending as thou maieft continue, cutting thy coat according to 
hy cloth, and not fpending all at one time, and haue nothing at another to 
ferue thy tume, as many of all Profcflions do 

Be not wife in thine owne cor.ccite, in thinking that thou haft learned all the 
ikill which is poflible to be learned already : fimre deceiued art thou if thou 
thinke fo ; for if thou Hue till thou art olde, yet thou mayeft leame flill, for one 
guard croflieth another, and the fiilfe play croffcth the true play ; there are many 
fecret flippes and guards to be inuented, and one guarde or one tricke may 
more fteade thee, and more preuaile againfl fome men then another ; for when 
with plaine play, thou canll not endanger thy enemy, yet with falfe play thou 
mayeft hit him, for although thy enemy doe know the defence of fome manner 
of falfe play, . et it may be he is not acquainted, neither with the defence nor 
offence of thine, for there is more wayes to the wood then one, and he which 
knoweth many ways, may goe the neareft 

Euen fo, he that knoweth many guards, and the true (kill at many weapons 
may be the better able to anfwere any flowt bragging forreiner or flrmnger 
when they come with their challenges into our country, let them be of what 
nation foeuer, and at what weapons they will, and vpon what learmes they dare, 
as hitherto they haue beene fufficiently anfwered during my time, by Maister 
Mathews, Maister Turner, Maister Bradftiaw, and Maister Yates i for thefe 
chiefly ftoode to (lake againd all commers, and yet I cannot chufe but remem- 
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ber Maister Church, and Maister Brentley, who of this latter time haue 
deferued to be well reported of, and for aught that I could euer heare or fee 
anie gel at any of their hands, they haue fmall caufe to bragge of their winning, 
for they alwayes went away with flirewd (hmbs and knockes, I meane with 
blacke eyes, broken Ihinnes, or crackt ates ; but of my felf I will fay little, 
becaufe the world is fufiBciently fatis6ed of more then at this time I meane to 
write of now ; although the ignorant cannot anfwer them for want of (kill and 
iudgement, yet they will reioyce and clap their hands to fee them anfwered by 

fufficient and able men of valour and iudgement 

Yet one thing more, which I had almod foigotten : vnto Scbollers and mto 
Vfliers of Schoolcs of this Profeflion, proffer no wrong to your Maisters neither 
in word nor deed, nor deny not your Tutors, but beare a heartie loue Ynto him 
which hath brought you from nothing to fomething, from a fliadow vnto a fub- 
ilance ; Let not the Pried forget that hee was a Clarke. I haue knowne many 
SchoUers fo good as their Maifler, and (it may be) better, according to the 
Prouerbe. A man may make his owne dogge bite him ; but in my minde, 
fuch a dogge is worthy of a rope : make the application as you fee occafion. 
For I haue knowne many an vngxateful knave efcape the gallowes, by the 
meanes of an honed minded man ; yet fuch a knaue (vpon fmall or no occafion) 
hath aderwards gone about to hang fuch a friend if he could, euen fo fome 
young ludie Schollers, when they haue gotten perfect (kill, for lacke of witte, 
would offer to wrong their aged Maister, if they could : It is not drange to 
finde one fcabbed iheepe in a whole flocke ; nor is it no newes amongd many 
honed men, to finde a treacherous varlet, voyde of all honedie, feare, and 
witte. Now hauing no warrant to force you to follow my counfell, but onely 
in brotherly loue, I thought good to requed you, and euerie of you, to amend 
one, and God amend vs all, he I meane, whofe Seate is in Heauen, and whofe 
Foote-doole is the Earth. 

Your well-willing friend, 

lofeph Swetnam. 

Page 9, 1. I, '/r^*s«ready? 

10^ L 27, 'fdvp Bih: Cf. Shakefpere's AfMfi Aih, act i., Sc ii, pi 39. 
59, 1. 19— query read '6a/is/l*{ot ^bafi'f IL 18-19, 'An^'and '^orv' 

got perhaps tranfpofed. 
8a. 1. 20^ and so p. 26, 1. 10^ ' Oh, I am made immortal! with thy fight ' 
— ^perhaps a reminiscence of Marlowe's ' Come here and make 
me immortall with a ki£s.* 
84, 1. II, '/»? 's^crime. 
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